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BOOK YOUR COACH TRAVEL TO WEMBLEY WITH 
AIRLYNX EXPRESS TO WATCH THE SAINTS PLAY IN 
THE EFL CUP FINAL ON THE 26TH FEBRUARY 2017 

/ VIP Coach Travel - including Hostess Service with complimentary 
hot and cold drinks and p astries, toilet facilities on board - £50pp 
/ Executive Coach Travel with t oilet facilities - £20pp 
y Standard C oach or Mini-Bus Travel without facilities - £15pp 



Please call Tracey on 02380 736823 to book your place. AIRLYN> 

Monday - Friday 8.30am - 5pm 
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SAINTS 


Puel hails top 
performance 
ahead of EFL 
Cup Final 


SUNDERLAND 0 SAINTS 4 


DELIGHTED Saints boss 
Claude Puel hailed the 
performance of his side as 
they signed off for Wembley 
by thrashing Sunderland 4-0 at 
the Stadium of Light. 

Manolo Gabbiadini made it 
three goals in two games for 
the club with a Jason Denayer 
own goal and a stoppage 
time effort from Shane Long 
completing the scoring. 

After a poor recent run it 
was just the result that Puel 
needed as Saints now have 
a fortnight to prepare for 
the EFL Cup final against 
Manchester United. 

Puel smiled: “Sometimes 
it’s great of course. It was a 
fantastic game, a good game 
for my squad. 

“It was a difficult game to 
come here away against this 
team with confidence with 
their last results and it would 
be difficult but with the spirit 
and attitude and the good 
concentration we can do a 
good game. 

“It was difficult at the start 
of the game with the pressure 
with this team with free 
kicks and it was important to 
resist. 

“After we do strong work 
together to defend and attack 
and to make quality on our 
play which was important. 

“The two centre of the 
defence and the offensive give 
the good solution and to work 
together. 

“This is a fantastic game 
and with all this games lost 
before it was very important 
to react and to give a good 
answer and I hope it is the 
first game of a good cycle of 
course. 

“It was important to win 
this game with a fantastic 
performance and now just to 
take four days off holidays 
with their family because we 
deserve this with all these 
games without a possibility 
to recover and after we go to 
prepare the next game which 
is a little game.” 


Claude Puel 


Saints' January signing Manolo Gabbiadini, pictured, struck twice as Southampton put four past Sunderland 



TEAM NEWS 

SAINTS: Forster, Cedric, Stephens, 
Yoshida, Bertrand, Romeu, Davis, 
Ward-Prowse, Tadic, Redmond, 
Gabbiadini. 

Subs: Hassen, Gardos, McQueen, 
Hojbjerg, Sims, Long, Rodriguez. 

SUNDERLAND: Mannone, Jones, 

Kone, O’Shea, Denayer, Oviedo, 
Ndong, Larsson, Gibson, Januzaj, 
Defoe. 

Subs: Mika, Manquillo, Borini, Pienaar, 
Khazri, Lescott, Honeyman. 

• CLAUDE Puel made two changes to 
the side that were beaten 3-1 by West 


Ham for the trip to Sunderland. 

Both came in attack. 

One was enforced with Sofiane Boufal 
out injured after limping against 
the Hammers with a problem which 
threatens his participation in the 
EFL Cup final, while Jay Rodriguez 
dropped to the bench. 

Dusan Tadic and Nathan Redmond 
came into the side. 

January signing Mouez Hassen was 
handed a place amongst the subs for 
the first time. 


MANOLO Gabbiadini made 
it three goals in two games as 
Saints signed off for Wembley 
with a convincing 4-0 win at Sun¬ 
derland. 

Claude Puel changed formation 
and it paid off as the £14m Janu¬ 
ary signing struck twice in the 
first half at the Stadium of Light, 
with a late Jason Denayer own 
goal and one from Shane Long 
in stoppage time completing the 
scoring. 

The three points ended Saints’ 
recent poor Premier League form 
and lifted them into midtable as 
they spend the next fortnight 
preparing for the EFL Cup final 
against Manchester United. 

The game got off to a fairly pe¬ 
destrian start with the first shot 
taking six minutes to arrive as 
Adnan Januzaj’s attempt to curl 
the ball into the far corner was 
deflected wide by Ryan Bertrand. 

The conditions certainly didn’t 
help with the wind and rain bat¬ 
tering the Stadium of Light. 

There was also a different prob¬ 
lem for Saints to come to terms 
with as Sunderland continued 
their policy of playing with three 
centre halves. 

Jermaine Defoe had a first 
sniff of goal on 15 minutes as 


By Adam 

Leitch 


Januzaj made a run from deep 
and crossed into the box from the 
left hand side. 

It was fired slightly behind De¬ 
foe who had to try and bring it 
under control but a heavy touch 
saw the ball bounce off of him 
and wide. 

Saints were trying to build 
themselves into an attacking 
force in the game. 

A change in formation saw 
them playing more of a 4-2-3- 
1 with Nathan Redmond and 
James Ward-Prowse playing on 
the wings, presumably in a bid 
to try and exploit the holes in be¬ 
hind the Sunderland wing backs, 
as well as keeping them defen¬ 
sively occupied. That left Dusan 
Tadic in a floating role behind 
Manolo Gabbiadini. 

Saints were certainly trying to 
be patient but their first chance 
was presented to them rather 
than created as Darren Gibson 
scuffed a pass into the feet of 
Gabbiadini, whose first time shot 
on the turn in the area was not 
cleanly hit and went harmlessly 
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Manolo Gabbiadini celebrates scoring Saints's second goal 


wide. 

Cedric Soares had a good chance 
to give Saints the lead on 26 min¬ 
utes as he ran onto Gabbiadini’s 
cut back from the left by-line, but 
his finish from the edge of the 
area was awful and went well over 
the bar. 

They did get the lead on the half 
hour mark as Bertrand whipped 
in a superb cross from the left. 

Gabbiadini had made the near 
post run with Lamine Kone div¬ 
ing just in front of him in a bid to 
try and get a head to it. 

Though there were initially 
suggestions it was an own goal, 
replays appeared to suggest that 
Kone didn’t make contact and 
it was bundled over by the body, 
and probably the arm, of Gabbia¬ 
dini, with Vito Mannone getting 
a hand to it down to his right but 
unable to keep it out. 

Sunderland had a very optimis¬ 
tic appeal for a penalty turned 
down by referee Paul Tierney as 
Defoe went down in a tangle with 
Bertrand before Saints doubled 
their lead just before half time. 

It was Gabbiadini again on tar¬ 
get as Tadic slipped the ball into 
him in the area, Kone wasn’t tight 
and allowed the Italian striker 
to produce a superb turn and a 
quick low finish past Mannone 
for 2-0 at the break. 

Sunderland made a change in 
personnel and formation at half 
time with Steven Pienaar replac¬ 
ing John O’Shea as Sunderland 
went to four at the back. 

Gabbiadini had a chance for his 
hat-trick three minutes after the 
restart as Ward-Prowse’s corner 
found him on the edge of the six 
yard box but he couldn’t make a 
clean connection with his side 
footed half volley and it was a 
simple save for Mannone. 

Saints looked in total control 
of the game and it forced David 
Moyes into another change on 58 
minutes to try and get something 
going with Fabio Borini coming 
on for Seb Larsson. 

The frustration was growing 
around the Stadium of Light as it 
continued to look far more likely 
that it would be Saints rather Sun¬ 
derland who would score next. 

Tadic clearly fancied his chanc¬ 
es as he cut in from the right and 
drilled in a left footed shot from 


just outside the area that Man¬ 
none had to be strong to push 
away diving to his right. 

Didier Ndong opted to try a shot 
from virtually 30 yards out rather 
than pass to a teammate on a rare 


Sunderland attack but it was an 
easy stop for Fraser Forster. 

Ward-Prowse tried his luck 
from a similar range but his 
strike with the outside of his 
right boot curled wide. 


Saints were totally dominant 
but were searching for another 
goal to kill the game off. 

They knew if they could find 
another the three points were in 
the bag for the long trip home, but 
if, as unlikely as it seemed, Sun¬ 
derland got one then it could pro¬ 
duce a tense finale. 

Ward-Prowse had a decent 
chance as Redmond stood up a 
cross from the left that picked out 
the midfielder’s head eight yards 
out but he steered it off target. 

Saints made a first switch with 
Gabbiadini replaced by Shane 
Long on 73 minutes. 

The striker had only been on the 
pitch a matter of moments when 
he rose to meet Cedric’s hanging 
right wing cross but Mannone 
turned it over the bar. 

The keeper was in action again 
as Tadic slipped in Redmond who 
took his shot early as Mannone 
stood tall to beat it away. 


Both sides made a change as the 
game rolled towards a conclusion 
with Wahbi Khazri on for Dar- 
ron Gibson for Sunderland while 
Pierre-Emile Hojbjerg replaced 
Tadic for Saints. 

Sunderland tried to exert some 
late pressure on Saints. Forster 
had to stay alert to cut out a cross 
turned shot from Khazri and was 
equal to the task. 

Saints wrapped things with a 
quickfire double before full time. 

Their third goal started with 
Forster’s free kick and ended 
with Bertrand firing a dangerous 
low cross from the left into the six 
yard box which Jason Denayer 
turned into his own net. 

The fourth in stoppage time was 
embarrassingly easy as Ward- 
Prowse and Long exchanged pass¬ 
es before the Republic of Ireland 
striker steered the ball into the 
far corner to send Saints off to 
Wembley on a high. 



Amsterdam & 
Bulbfields Cruise 

Dutch Waterways Cruise on board Olympia 
4 days from £389,17 April 2017 

Discover the world’s most famous flower gardens. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• Three nights’ full board accommodation on board 
excellently appointed Olympia 

• Embark in Amsterdam - the delightful Dutch capital 

• Call at Hoorn - Zuider Zee port 

• Included half-day excursion to Keukenhof Gardens 

• Call at Zaandam 

• On-board entertainment and English commentary 

• Escorted by a friendly, experienced cruise manager 

• Coach travel from the local area and Channel crossings 

*Book by 28 Feb 2017, quote promo code YGPXFF. Offer subject to availability & may be withdrawn at any time. 


Reader Offer || Newmarket 





Daily Echo 


call 0330 160 7751 


Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncsl7670 



These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to 
availability. Single supplements apply. Standard phone charges. 


IIABTA 

Travel with confidence 
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SUNDERLAND 0 SAINTS 4 



Manolo Gabbiadini breaks away from the Sunderland pack 



Southampton's Oriol Romeu (left) reacts to a challenge from 
Sunderland's Bryan Oviedo 



Saints players celebrate 



Manolo Gabbiadini strikes the ball 
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Sunderland manager David Moyes reacts on the touchline 


Sunderland's Didier Ndong (left) reacts to a challenge from 
Southampton's Ryan Stephens 




Manolo 
Gabbiadini 
battles for 
the ball 



Manolo Gabbiadini, centre, celebrates with other Saints 
players 



Southampton manager Claude Puel 
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Late Evans 
goal earns 
West Brom 
a point 

WEST Brom secured a stoppage¬ 
time goal to rescue a 2-2 draw 
at West Ham, who put three past 
Saints at St Mary’s last weekend. 

The hosts felt Nacer Chadli’s early 
goal should not have stood and 
were unhappy one of their own was 
disallowed - but they appeared to 
have secured a fourth away win of 
the season with goals from Sofiane 
Feghouli and Manuel Lanzini. 

However, substitute Jonny Evans 
headed a late equaliser to earn the 
visitors a Premier League point. 

A groin injury had ruled Andy 
Carroll out of a fixture attended by 
England manager Gareth Southgate 
and forced West Ham boss Slaven 
Bilic to play Michael Antonio as his 
lone striker. 

For the third game in succession, 
West Brom took a sixth minute lead. 
Amid the hosts’ appeals for a foul 
by Chris Brunt on Feghouli, Chadli 
took advantage of their lack of focus 
and static defending to beat 
Cheikhou Kouyate before calmly 
finishing between goalkeeper 
Darren Randolph’s legs from close 
range. 

Robert Snodgrass threatened 
when he forced the diving Ben 
Foster to tip the ball around the far 
left post - but thereafter their 
inability to replace the focal point of 
Carroll was clear. 

The influence of Salomon Rondon, 
as physically imposing as Carroll, 
demonstrated that further. Teeing up 
Matt Phillips’ header with few 
options in the 15th minute, the 
striker was unfortunate not to 
double their lead when he 
powerfully struck the crossbar from 
the edge of the area. 

Only two minutes later, Feghouli 
felt he had equalised - but his effort 
was instead rightly ruled offside by 
referee Michael Oliver. 

Foster had unconvincingly 
punched another delivery from 
Snodgrass no further than Lanzini 
when the midfielder’s pass found 
the Algeria international, whose 
close-range finish was disallowed 
with Antonio in an offside position. 

The influential Feghouli also 
dragged a shot wide of the far left 
post from the edge of the area, and 
ended a counter-attack led by 
Antonio because of a heavy touch, 
before being rewarded for his 
perseverance in the 63rd minute. 

Lanzini aimed towards the top 
corner and after his curling shot 
was tipped onto the bar by Foster, 
Feghouli raced onto the rebound to 
score from close-range and level 
the scores. 

Lanzini appeared to have secured 
all three points for the hosts in the 
86th minute when he again created 
space on the edge of the area and 
curled a shot into the bottom left 
corner beyond Foster. 

However, the visitors earned a 
final set-piece in the fourth minute 
of added time - and Brunt brilliantly 
crossed towards Evans, who 
headed from the back post inside 
the far right corner of the net. 

In an angry response to Evans’ 
goal, Bilic threw a television 
microphone to the ground and 
followed his assistant Nikola 
Jurcevic in earning a red card. 


Martial impresses 
on Man Utd return 


ANTHONY Martial impressed 
on his return to the Manchester 
United starting line-up, scoring 
one and providing the other as 
Jose Mourinho’s men comfort¬ 
ably overcame Watford. 

The player started brightly 
when he arrived from Monaco but 
has struggled to recapture that 
form this term, with his lack of 
game time leading to questions 
over his happiness and Old Traf- 
ford future. 

Martial this week took to social 
media to dismiss the rumours and 
let his feet do the talking upon 
with a starting role against Wat¬ 
ford, setting up Juan Mata’s open¬ 
er and scoring a smart second to 
secure a 2-0 win on Saturday. 

It was an important victory as 
the race for the top four heats up 
and extended United’s unbeaten 
Premier League run to a 16th 
match - their longest run since Sir 
Alex Ferguson retired. 

Walter Mazzarri’s Watford had 
started encouragingly enough at 
Old Trafford but there was to be 
no repeat of September’s memo¬ 
rable win as the home side upped 
the ante, with Mata turning home 
at the end of an impressive team 
move. 

Martial provided the cross and 
then United’s second in the 60th 
minute, showing impressive be¬ 
lief and coolness to turn home 
at the near post having been re¬ 
duced to a watching brief for the 
last two matches. 

The 21-year-old was one of two 
changes for the first United match 
since the 59th anniversary of the 
Munich air disaster, with players 
wearing black armbands in mem¬ 
ory of those that died. 

The late Graham Taylor was 
also remembered by Sir Alex 
Ferguson in the programme for a 
game that Watford began adven¬ 
turously. 

Troy Deeney was flanked by ex¬ 
citing January signings M’Baye 
Niang and Mauro Zarate, with the 
latter frustrated by the former 
trying his luck from the edge of 
the box rather than playing him 
through. 

Jose Holebas flashed a left-foot¬ 
ed strike just across the face of 
goal and Zarate saw an overhead 
kick saved in an open start to pro¬ 
ceedings, but it was far from one¬ 
way traffic. 

Henrikh Mkhitaryan and Zla- 
tan Ibrahimovic failed either side 
of Martial’s blocked effort, with 
Heurelho Gomes producing an 
acrobatic stop to claw away a 30- 
yard attempt by Paul Pogba. 

A close-range tap-in was chalked 
off by referee Robert Madley as 





Manchester United's Juan Mata celebrates scoring his side's first goal of the game 


United kept the pressure on, with 
Ibrahimovic firing over follow¬ 
ing a super pass from Pogba, who 
was then denied by the in-form 
Gomes. 

The Brazilian superbly thwart¬ 
ed Ibrahimovic after Ander Her¬ 
rera and Mkhitaryan missed the 
target, but there was little the 
Hornets goalkeeper could do to 
prevent United’s classy 31st-min- 
ute opener. 

Having sent a neat flick into the 
path of Mkhitaryan, Mata darted 
into the box and turned home Da¬ 
ley Blind’s low cross on the edge 
of the six-yard box. 

Etienne Capoue saw penalty 
claims waved away in a brief 


break from United’s dominance, 
which continued towards half¬ 
time as Mkhitaryan and Martial 
were frustrated. 

The latter was impressing on 
his return to the starting line-up 
and had Watford worried within 
two minutes into the restart, fly¬ 
ing down the left and firing across 
the face of goal. 

Martial was proving a handful 
and, after David De Gea produced 
a fine save to stop Zarate’s 25-yard 
free-kick, increased United’s ad¬ 
vantage in the 60th minute. 

The 21-year-old burst into the 
box with pace and intelligence, 
cutting back and tucking a shot 
into the near post to the delight of 


the Stretford End. 

It was just reward for United’s 
attacking intent but Watford were 
threatening at the other end, with 
the stumbling Deeney hitting 
wide and forcing De Gea into ac¬ 
tion either side of a threatening 
Niang cross. 

Ibrahimovic and Mkhitaryan 
had shots saved at the other end, 
as did Marcus Rashford after re¬ 
placing Martial with 10 minutes 
remaining. 

United top scorer Ibrahimovic 
failed to add a third, turning an 
unorthodox strike wide, on an af¬ 
ternoon that saw United become 
the first team to win 2,000 points 
in the Premier League. 
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PREMIER LEAGUE 


Pep: 'City are back 
to their best...' 



Manchester City manager Pep Guardiola believes his side are back to their best ahead of Monday night's Premier 
League clash with AFC Bournemouth 


Pink 

reporter 


AHEAD of the the Sky Blues’ vis¬ 
it to the South Coast on Monday 
night, Pep Guardiola feels Man¬ 
chester City have produced much 
more of the football he requires 
in recent weeks. 

City, who are set to face the 
Cherries in an 8pm fixture, are 
unbeaten in four games since suf¬ 
fering a damaging 4-0 loss at Ever- 
ton last month. 

In two of those games they were 
convincing, beating Crystal Pal¬ 
ace in the FA Cup and West Ham 
in the Premier League 3-0 and 4-0 
respectively. 

They were also highly impres¬ 
sive before being forced to settle 
for a draw against Tottenham, 
and dominant even though they 
required a late winner to beat 
Swansea. 

The sequence is much more 
reminiscent of the free-flowing 
attacking style that underpinned 
their 10-game winning start to the 
campaign than their disjointed 
form of the autumn. 

Guardiola said: “When I see the 
first half against Swansea it is 
what I want. We monopolised the 
ball, we arrive six, seven, eight 
times to the byline. 

“We did not create too many 
chances because it is so difficult 
with 10 players there and there 
was a big difference in the sec¬ 
ond half (performance) from the 
first, so we need more consis¬ 
tency. 

“But since Tottenham at home, 
West Ham and Crystal Palace, I 
think we are more stable, we con¬ 
trol more.” 

Top scorer Sergio Aguero has 
not started any of the last three 
games while new signing Gabriel 
Jesus has taken the chance to 
shine. 

Goalkeeper Claudio Bravo, con¬ 
troversially signed as a replace¬ 
ment for England number one Joe 
Hart earlier this season, has also 
been dropped while another re¬ 
cent recruit, Nolito, seems to have 
fallen out of favour too. 

But Guardiola insists all play¬ 
ers remain in his thoughts. 

The Spaniard, whose side travel 
to Bournemouth on Monday, said: 
“I am concerned thinking about 
the next game. I am not thinking 
too much about individual play¬ 
ers. 

“I think about the next game, 
our rhythm, our way to play that 
has been much better in the last 


period and try to help the players 
to be ready. We will need all of 
them.” 

Nolito has not started since the 
Boxing Day win at Hull and fea¬ 


tured only twice since. 

Asked specifically what the 
Spain forward needed to do to get 
more game time, Guardiola said: 
“He doesn’t need anything more - 


just the manager to play him. 

“Basically, we have three play¬ 
ers in top form - Leroy Sane, Ra- 
heem Sterling and Gabriel Jesus 
- and that’s the only reason.” 


Koeman 

bemoans 

goalless 

Lukaku 

EVERTON boss Ronald Koeman 
bemoaned Romelu Lukaku’s 
inability to equal his club’s Premier 
League goalscoring record 
after a goalless draw against 
Middlesbrough at the Riverside 
Stadium. 

Lukaku’s four-goal haul against 
Bournemouth last week moved him 
within one more of matching 
Duncan Ferguson’s mark of 60 but 
he missed a glorious first-half 
chance when he shot straight at 
Boro keeper Victor Valdes. 

Former Saints manager Koeman 
said: “It was difficult for him 
because he will always get his 
chance and he had a big one. 

“But you are not going to score 
100 goals out of 100 chances. Fie 
was working hard and he got his 
chance to score but I think the 
goalkeeper did well.” 

Ademola Lookman also fired into 
the side-netting for the visitors but 
Boro came closest to breaking the 
deadlock with Ben Gibson having a 
shot cleared off the line and Rudy 
Gestede denied late by a Joel 
Robles save. 

Koeman added: “It’s a fair result 
for both teams because the 
conditions were really tough to play 
in and it’s difficult to create a lot of 
chances against Middlesbrough. 

“They showed really good 
defensive organisation but we still 
had two or three really big chances 
to score. I think we were better in 
the first half and they were the most 
dangerous team in the second. 

“It’s OK, it’s a clean sheet and a 
point - not bad. It’s our fourth clean 
sheet out of six games and th’s 
really positive because it all starts 
with clean sheets.” 

Boro boss Aitor Karanka refused 
to be downcast after a bright 
performance by his side despite 
their run without a win in the 
Premier League now extending to e 
ight games. 

And Karanka made a point of 
hailing the “amazing” home crowd 
for cheering his side on after 
controversially questioning the 
atmosphere at the Riverside 
Stadium over the difficult festive 
period. 

Karanka said: “I think was a good 
performance once again against 
one of the best teams in the league - 
they arrived in good form and we 
were at least as good as them. 

“We were really organised, we had 
chances and we were confident. 

The crowd has been behind us and 
they were amazing once again so it 
was almost the perfect game.” 

Karanka drew parallels with his 
side’s 3-1 defeat at Goodison Park 
in September, when three goals in 
just over 15 first half minutes left his 
side reeling having been unable to 
cope with the presence of Lukaku in 
particular. We learned and I think 
we’ve improved a lot because they 
lost that game in 15 minutes and 
now Everton are better than they 
were. In six months working with 
Ronald they have improved and we 
could have stopped them and had 
the last chance.” 

Meanwhile Karanka urged caution 
over the use of midfielder Gaston 
Ramirez, who returned as a second- 
half substitute after missing the last 
six games with a knee injury and 
handing in a transfer request. 
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MON LEAGUE FOOTBALL 


Returning 

Roberts 

SALISBURY have 
welcomed a familiar face 
back to the Raymond 
McEnhill Stadium after 
losing the services of 
winger Mason Walsh. 

Exciting wideman 
Taurean Roberts has 
returned to the Whites fold 
having parted company 
with the Wiltshire club at 
the end of last season. 

The 26-year-old, a 
product of the Crystal 
Palace Academy, played a 
key role for Salisbury last 
term as they soared to the 
Sydenhams Premier title 
and advanced to the semi¬ 
finals of the FA Vase 

He quickly became a 
fans’ favourite, chipping 
in with some memorable 
goals. 

The ex-Merstham and 
Met Police winger is 
back with the Southern 
One South & West play¬ 
off chasers after parting 



Taurean Roberts 


company with Ryman One 
South leaders Tooting & 
Mitcham last week. 

“I’m delighted to see him 
back in a Salisbury shirt,” 
said Jenkins. 

Roberts’ first game back 
was a thriller as Salisbury 
staged a jaw-dropping 
finale in the third round 
of the Southern League 
Challenge Cup. 

The Whites looked to 
be down and out as Nick 
Peare and Tom Blackah (2) 
gave Shortwood a 3-0 lead 
at the Ray Mac on Tuesday. 

But Kane O’Keefe’s 64th- 
minute reply was followed 
by an incredible three 
Salisbury goals in five 
minutes of added time. 

Tommy Wright and 
O’Keefe levelled the 
scores before a last-ditch 
penalty, awarded for a foul 
on Claudio Herbert, was 
converted by Wright to 
complete a miraculous 4-3 
victory. 


Eastleigh pair go out on loan 



Jack Masterton 


YOUNG Eastleigh duo Mark 
Childs and Jack Masterton have 
joined Gosport Borough on loan 
for the rest of the season. 

Goalkeeper Childs and left- 
back/midfielder Masterton were 
in Borough’s starting line-up on 
Tuesday as they gained a precious 
National League South point in a 


2-2 draw at Hampton & Richmond 
Borough. 

Both Borough goals were scored 
by Tony Lee, who recently parted 
company with the Spitfires. 

Another fresh face in Alex 
Pike’s new-look Gosport side was 
18-year-old defender Ed Sanders, 
signed from Bognor Regis Town. 


Sanders spent time as a youngster 
with Stoke City, Sheffield Wednes¬ 
day and Portsmouth. 

Borough - hovering just one 
place and two points above the 
relegation zone - were due to en¬ 
tertain third-placed Dartford to¬ 
day. 


No Pukka Pies or 
fancy coffees! 


By Wendy 

1 

Gee 

LJ 


THERE will be no Pukka Pies or 
cappuccinos on Martin Allen’s 
Eastleigh watch. 

The manager has brought in 
a new health and fitness regime 
as he looks to the steer the club’s 
Football League ambitions back 
on track towards the end of an 
under-achieving season. 

Allen, a keen gardener, has had 
some major pruning to do on and 
off the pitch since becoming East¬ 
leigh’s third boss of the campaign 
at the start of December. 

Along with trying to turn re¬ 
sults around, he is working over¬ 
time to make his squad more pro¬ 
fessional. 

And, with the help of his right- 
hand man James Russell, a sports 
scientist, he is targeting his play¬ 
ers’ fitness and eating habits 
ahead of a serious push for the 
2017/18 title. 

“We’ve brought in some scales 
to weigh the players and we’re 
looking at their body fat percent¬ 
ages,” he explained. 

“The players have got to lose 
weight and be in better shape. 

No pies 

“The food they have at lunch¬ 
time has changed. It’s being cho¬ 
sen by sports scientist James Rus¬ 
sell - in other words, cut out the 
Pukka Pies! 

“Breakfast at the club now fin¬ 
ishes at 9.30am. Players shouldn’t 
be eating breakfast at 10.20am 
just before they go out to train. 

“The chairman (Stewart Don¬ 
ald) has generously brought us 
some gym equipment and the 
players go in with James Russell 
to do a pre-training, yoga-type 
session. 

“Then after training we do team 
circuits. 

“I don’t agree with players go- 



Eastleigh manager Martin Allen 

ing to the local tennis club with 
all that cappuccino-type c**p. I 
don’t buy into all that stuff. 

“You never have a boxer pre¬ 
paring for a world championship 
fight down the local sports centre 
where all the mums are. 

“There ain’t no mirrors here or 
flashy music, this is spit and saw¬ 
dust work. 

“I feel that’s the right environ¬ 
ment to go into the challenge 
week in, week out. 


“To be fair to the players, they’ve 
responded well and worked very, 
very hard. 

“Their body fat percentages 
have been coming down in the 
few weeks or so we’ve been doing 
it and they’re starting, I think, to 
get fitter.” 

To assist with the quest for fit¬ 
ness, club physio Andy Cook has 
stepped up from part-time to full¬ 
time. 

Allen’s new regime also means 


Andy Cook 

Eastleigh’s players are not quite 
as pampered these days. 

The seniors now have money 
taken out of their wages to¬ 
wards meals and the preparation 
of their training kit, while the 
younger ones have been given 
chores to do, harking back to the 
days when apprentices cleaned 
the boots of the stars. 

Allen is ‘old school’ in that 
respect and said: “None of the 
younger players have ever done 
any jobs and duties like sweeping 
up, cleaning boots or preparing 
the balls for training. 

“Now they all have to be in at 
9.15am to get those jobs done. It’s 
an essential part of their develop¬ 
ment as people and players. 

“I think it’s the right thing to do. 

Summing up his philosophy, 
Allen added: “The small margins 
make such a big difference. 

“If we’re going to be champions, 
we must get all this put together 
now to get everyone ready, on and 
off the field, to make a real go of 
it.” 
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AFC TOTTON 1 - TIVERTON TOWN 3 


Totton lose out to 
high-flyers Tiwy 

By Wendy 

Gee Lp 1 1 



AFC Totton's sole goalscorer, Adam Wilde Picture:Habibur Rahman 


AFC TOTTON 1 v TIVERTON TOWN 3 

AFC TOTTON paid the price for a 
calamitous opening nine minutes 
in this afternoon’s 3-1 home defeat 
by high-flying Tiverton Town in 
the Southern One South & West. 

The Stags lined-up without 
Mike Gosney, who hurt his back 
this morning, while continuing 
hamstring problems confined 
Nick Watts to the bench. 

As if Totton’s task wasn’t tricky 
enough against a side sitting third 
in the table, they contrived to con¬ 
cede straight from the kick-off. 

There were only 15 seconds on 
the clock when Levi Landricombe 
took a pop at goal. And with the 
crowd still settling, his shot hit 
Charlie Searle’s right-hand post 
and rolled along the goal-line be¬ 
fore creeping in off the other up¬ 
right. 

Just when you thought a dread¬ 
ful start couldn’t get any worse, it 
did. 

With less than nine minutes 
gone, Tivvy struck again. 

This time it was Jamie Price’s 
shot that hit the base of the post 
and, with the Totton defence all¬ 
watching, Nick Hurst nipped in 
to slot the ball home. 

Totton were understandably 
shell-shocked and it wasn’t until 
the 17th minute that they showed 
any sign of promise when Nath¬ 
aniel Sherborne slipped a pass 
in for Alfy Whittingham to turn 
onto, but keeper Joe Perry safely 
gathered. 

But that was enough to lift the 
Stags and, on 21-minutes, they 
pulled a goal back. 

Tiverton failed to deal with 
Curtis Young’s delivery from the 
right and the ball came out to¬ 
wards the left of the area where 
player/assistant manager Adam 
Wilde superbly controlled the ball 
and sent a sweet half-volley into 
the far top corner. 

Suddenly it was Tiverton on 
the back foot and they were lucky 
to survive a 33rd minute Wilde 
corner which, having narrowly 
missed young Harry Medway’s 
head, fell for Sherborne whose 
goal-bound shot was blocked in¬ 
side the six-yard box. 

Tom Bath dragged a chance 
wide as Tivvy broke, but Totton 


were quickly back on the offen¬ 
sive and, from Young’s excellent 
cross from the right, Charlie Gun- 
son’s header was turned away 
point-blank by Perry. 

At that stage Totton looked good 
value for an equaliser, but their 
bubble was burst on 40-minutes 
as the visitors made it 3-1. 

Hurst got the better of Ian Oli¬ 
ver inside the right of the area 
and an initial shot from Bath ran 
loose for Mike Williams to put 


away. Half-time: 

AFC Totton 1 
Tiverton Town 3 
Encouraged by elements of 
their first-half performance, Tot¬ 
ton came out positively and, after 
Sherborne’s shot had deflected 
out for a corner, it needed a good 
save by Perry 

To stop Dave Allen’s header 
creeping inside the far post. 

Bath then fired over on the an¬ 
gle for Tivvy before Oliver’s cross 


made its way over to Sherborne 
whose weak shot hobbled into 
Perry’s grasp. 

Barring a couple of pot shots 
over and a Landricombe effort 
that was easily saved Searle at his 
near post, Tiverton offered mini¬ 
mal threat in the second-half. 

But, unfortunately for Totton, a 
game that could realistically have 
ended level has been wrestled 
from their grasp in those disas¬ 
trous opening nine minutes. 


NORTH LEIGH v WINCHESTER 
CITY 

Citizens lose 
out to Leigh 

WINCHESTER’S outside 
hopes of reaching the 
play-offs suffered a 
significant set-back 
when North Leigh 
became the first team 
to complete the double 
against them this season 
when they won 2-0. 

The all-important 
second goal came when 
a cross from Michael 
Hopkins was met with 
a diving header from 
George Seacole. 

Despite going down 
Winchester created 
quite a few chances in 
the second-half. Howard 
Neighbour, who came on 
as a substitute at half¬ 
time, headed just wide 
before the second goal 
went in. 

Joe Briggs had one 
shot saved and he also 
shot over. 
Neighbour 
put one 
cross in 
that went 
across 
goal and 
Neighbour 
also got 
on the end 
of a cross 
by Stuart 
Green but 
his effort 
was saved 
by Manny 

Agboola. 

Winchester had a 
couple of other chances 
but in the end it was 
always going to be 
difficult to overturn a 
2-0 deficit. 

Michael Hopkins also 
shot over for the home 
team. 

NORTH LEIGH 2 

WINCHESTER CITY 0 

Spitfires 
settle for a 
point 

A FIRST-HALF goal - 
just shy of the whistle 
- from James Constable 
saw the Spitfires take 
the lead over Yorkshire 
relegation-contenders 
Guiseley at Nethermoor 
Park. 

However, in the dying 
seconds, the home side 
pressed Eastleigh and 
were rewarded for their 
efforts with a Jake 
Lawlor goal coming 
from a scrappy sequence 
following a corner. 

The result sees 
Spitfires sitting in 13th 
place on 42 points. 



Winchester's 
Craig Feeney 
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Brown still 
hopeful 
after 6-1 
caning 

BASINGSTOKE Town have 
lost 9-1 on aggregate to 
Weymouth in the Southern 
Premier Division this 
season. 

But Dragons boss Terry 
Brown still believes his 
young side can finish 
above the Terras. 

Last Saturday’s 6-1 defeat 
to Weymouth at the Ark 
Cancer Charity Stadium 
was shocking at first 
glance. 

But with David Ray, 
Ashleigh Artwell, Matt 
Partridge and Mark 
Hastings all unavailable, 
the home side’s starting XI 
picked itself. 

Brown said afterwards: 
“It was square pegs in 
round holes and that is 
what I have told the boys. 



Terry Brown 


“They have given me 
everything today, so I can’t 
ask for more. It was just a 
bad day at the office. 

“Weymouth may have 
beaten us 9-1 on aggregate 
over the two games, but I 
still think we can aim to 
finish above them. 

“We will have Razor 
(David Ray) and Matt 
Partridge back for our next 
game, who are our two 
most experienced players, 
which will make us a 
different team.” 

The loss to Weymouth 
saw the Dragons slip to 
16th in the table, 15 points 
clear of the drop zone. 

They were due to travel to 
lowly St Neots Town today. 

Basingstoke stand 
between Winchester 
City and a place in the 
Hampshire FA Senior Cup 
final. 

The Citizens - beaten 
finalists at St Mary’s last 
year - are due to travel 
to north Hampshire on 
Tuesday, March 7 (7.45pm). 


'Exciting opportunities' for new chairman 



SYDENHAMS Premier 
Division club Whitchurch 
United have a new chairman. 

Following the resignation of 
Brian Jackman, the new man 
at the Longmeadow helm is 
Peter Adams. 

Adams comes from a strong 
footballing background, 
having played in Ireland 
for Tolka Rangers as a 
youth and St Canices United 
as a senior, winning UCL 
(United Churches League) 
representative caps and the 
Amateur League three times 


in succession. 

He also won the North Hants 
Junior Cup with Priestly after 
uprooting to Whitchurch. 

Adams then moved into 
coaching and was one of 
the founder members of 
Whitchurch’s youth section 
over 23 years ago. 

Managed 

He managed several United 
youth teams and took youth 
players forward into the 
senior ranks as under-18, 


A team and reserve team 
manager. 

Adams has held almost every 
position on the Jamboys’ 
committee during that time 
and was vice-chairman to 
Gary O’Shaughnessy. 

With the promise of a new 
3G pitch and further sports 
ground facilities planned for 
Whitchurch in the next three 
years, the new chairman 
said: “These are exciting 
opportunities and something 
which the committee and I 
will be working to maximise” 


Keeper Gosney is 
a shoot-out star 



By Wendy 

Gee 


SHOLING goalkeeper Ryan Gos¬ 
ney transformed himself from 
sinner to saint as the Boatmen 
progressed to the semi-finals of 
the Sydenhams Wessex League 
Cup. 

Dave Diaper’s troops led neigh¬ 
bours Hamble Club by a Dan Ma¬ 
son penalty heading into stoppage 
time at the Universal Stadium. 

But, with victory seemingly in 
Sholing’s grasp, Gosney slipped 
as a went to collect an over¬ 
hit through ball and fumbled 
it straight to the feet of merry 
Monk Coby Wilson who levelled 
the scores 1-1. 

If Gosney was embarrassed, he 
didn’t let it show as he emerged 
as the impeccable hero of the 
penalty shootout, saving all three 
Hamble kicks. 

Lee Wort confidently put Shol- 
ing in front before Gosney blocked 
Dougie Rowe’s penalty to give the 
Boatmen the early advantage. 

Next to step up was TJ Cuth- 
bertson and his cool kick was 
a carbon-copy of Wort’s, while 
Hamble’s second was also stopped 
smartly by Sholing’s Nol. 

Barry Mason then made it 3-0 
and Gosney’s final save was the 
best of the bunch. 

James Thomson placed an ef¬ 
fort low to the left, but Gosney 
guessed the right way and kept 
it out with a strong hand to send 
Sydenhams Premier outfit Shol- 
ing safely into the last four. 

The Boatmen are joined in the 
semi-finals by Sydenhams One 
underdogs Baffins Milton Rov¬ 
ers who overcame higher league 


Penalty shoot-out hero Ryan Gosney 

Hamworthy United 2-1 courtesy 
of a Ryan Pennery brace. 

The young striker - now with 
41 goals to his name in 33 appear¬ 
ances - netted twice in the space 


of three first-half minutes to put 
Baffins in the driving seat, 

Sub Ryan Dovell pulled one 
back for the Hammers ten min¬ 
utes from time. 



Sholing's Lee Wort. 


Bashley edged the delayed third 
round tie 1-0 at Bemerton Heath 
Harlequins with a first-half Rhys 
Owen goal separating the sides. 

Charlie Kendall played in Harry 
McGrath and the Brockenhurst 
Academy student showed good 
awareness to slide the ball in for 
Owen to fire home. 

Bemerton pressed hard for an 
equaliser but found ‘keeper Joe 
Prodomo and the Bash back-line 
- ably marshalled by ex-AFC Tot- 
ton defender Tony Rolls - impos¬ 
sible to break down. 

Tom Prodomo’s Foresters will 
now host either Alresford Town 
or Shaftesbury in the quarter¬ 
finals. 

Sydenhams League Cup quar¬ 
ter-finals: Baffins MR 2 Ham wor¬ 
thy Utd 1, Sholing 1 Hamble Club 1 
(Sholing win 3-0 on pens), Bashley 
v Alresford Town or Shaftesbury, 
Team Solent v Tadley Calleva. 
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Familiar faces on target for Town 



Stefan Brown. 


HUNGERFORD Town had two fa¬ 
miliar faces on the scoresheet as 
they climbed into the Vanarama 
National League South play-off 
zone with a 5-0 thrashing of Truro 
City on Monday 
Former Winchester City hot- 
shot Warren Bentley beat his old 
Gosport teammate Martin Rice 
from 25 yards to score his second 
goal in three appearances for the 
Crusaders. 


But he was outgunned on the 
night by ex-AFC Totton favourite 
Stefan Brown who plundered a 
hat-trick at a soggy Bulpit Lane. 

After Luke Williams had opened 
the scoring, Bentley made it 2-0 
before Brown struck amid a mud¬ 
dy goalmouth scramble to make it 
3-0 at the break. 

Brown netted his second from 
the penalty spot after being 
tripped while rounding the ‘keep¬ 


er and completed his hat-trick a 
minute from time to inflict a sixth 
league defeat in seven league 
games on slip-sliding Truro. 

Truro boss Lee Hodges, now as¬ 
sisted by ex-Eastleigh boss Chris 
Todd, has a battle on his hands to 
save the White Tigers who, with 
64 goals conceded, have the divi¬ 
sion’s second worst defensive re¬ 
cord after Gosport Borough. 


Ed: Why I believe 
in the loan system 


By Wendy 


Gee 

kl 


AFC BOURNEMOUTH’S deci¬ 
sion to send out a cluster of their 
young stars on loan was driven by 
a desire to expose them to compet¬ 
itive football. 

A host of Stephen Purches’s 
under-21s made temporary moves 
in the January transfer window 
- including midfielder Sam Mat¬ 
thews who has linked up with 
Martin Allen’s Eastleigh in the 
Vanarama National League. 

Ex-Christchurch winger Harry 
Cornick and former Poole Town 
loanee Joe Quigley also left on 
transfer deadline day - both to 
League One Gillingham - along 
with Jordan Green (Leyton Ori¬ 
ent) and Jake McCarthy (Maid¬ 
stone United). 

Jordan Lee and Callum Buckley 
had begun loan spells earlier in 
the month. 

“I’ve always been a big believer 
in the loan system,” said Cherries 
boss Eddie Howe. 

“It is a more difficult now be¬ 
cause you can’t commit to short¬ 
term loans. Everything is six 
months or until the end of the 
season, which is a bit more diffi¬ 
cult for us. 

“But, with the younger guys, 
we have to get them out playing 
games, competitive games, where 
the results mean something. 

“The quicker we can expose 
them to that, the better it is for 
their future careers. 

With Ben Whitfield and Matt 
Butcher enjoying season-long 
stays with Yeovil and Matthews, 
Lee, Buckley and McCarthy all 
being taken by National League 
clubs, Howe is delighted Cherries’ 
development set-up is attracting 
interest. 



Sam Matthews 

AFC Totton have also benefit¬ 
ed with young Cherries Callum 
York, Curtis Young, Tyler Cord- 
ner and Pat O’Flaherty all gain¬ 
ing experience with Louis Lang- 
down’s Southern One South & 


West side. 

“Hopefully we’re building a rep¬ 
utation where our players come 
with certain characteristics: The 
ability to play and want the ball 
and play under pressure and all 


the things we do every day,” said 
Howe. 

“There is some good work going 
on with the youth team and the 
development squad and, hopeful¬ 
ly, that is being seen.” 


QKseeka 
new boss 

QK SOUTHAMPTON are 
on the hunt for a new 
manager ahead of next 
season. 

Popular boss Mark 
Sainsbury is set to step 
down at the end of the 
current Hampshire 
Premier League campaign 
after three years at the 
helm, writes Pete Howard. 

Subsequently, the 
Redbridge Lane side 
are looking for a “new 
management team” to join 
as Sainsbury exits. 

“We’re looking for 
a smooth transition 
between the current 
management team, who 
are stepping down at the 
end of the season, and a 
new management team 
that want to take over at 
the end of the season,” 
explained secretary Don 
Campbell. 

“We’re hoping that will 
enable them to have a good 



Mark Sainsbury 


opportunity to attract 
players during the early 
summer months. 

“We want someone who 
is able to step in as soon as 
the other manager steps 
down. That could be at the 
end of May, middle of May 
or the end April.” 

The Lordshill 
Recreation Ground side 
require someone who 
has “experience and 
knowledge” of the local 
football scene. 

“We want a person with 
lots of contacts,” Campbell 
said. “There will definitely 
be a need to bring some 
players in. 

“They must have 
experience and knowledge 
within the local football 
community and a whole 
range of contacts.” 

• Applications should be 
made to club secretary Don 
Campbell at doncampbell@ 
qksouthampton.freeserve. 
co.uk before or on the 
February 21 deadline 




















12 Saturday, February 11, 2017 SPORTS PINK 




1 

MON LEAGUE FOOTBALL 


New role 
for Reda 

REDA Johnson is 
Eastleigh’s new pan¬ 
disability ambassador. 

The giant defender has 
taken over the role from 
wideman Luke Coulson 
who recently stepped into 
the Football League with 
Barnet. 

Manager Martin Allen 
has spoken this week of 
his players getting more 
involved in community 
work and, in 28-year-old 
Johnson, they have the 
perfect role model. 

In 2014/15 the Marseille- 
born Benin international 
gained recognition for 
his work with Coventry 
City and was named 
community player-of-the- 
year for the Sky Blues. 

He put in more 
community hours that 
season than any other 
Coventry player, drawing 
praise from the club’s 
community director Dave 
Busst who said: “Reda 



Reda Johnson 


has always made himself 
available and done so with 
a smile on his face.” 

Johnson and his 
Eastleigh teammates 
recently enjoyed a training 
session with 16-year-old 
Dylan Price, who has been 
nominated for Eastleigh 
Borough Council’s 
disability sports person-of- 
the-year award. 

After accepting the 
role of Eastleigh’s pan¬ 
disability ambassador, 
Johnson - who has just 
penned a new playing 
contract that will keep him 
at the Silverlake for the 
next three seasons - said: “I 
am delighted to accept this 
invitation. 

“I enjoyed working with 
Dylan Price on Friday last 
week and it inspired me to 
take on this role. 

“I hope, together with the 
squad’s commitment, we 
can make a real difference 
to their enjoyment of the 
game”. 

In addition to Johnson, 
TV presenter and 
broadcaster Michael 
Kurn has also taken up an 
ambassador’s role. 


Boss Bailey is spoilt for choice 



Gary Bailey 


GARY Bailey says competition for 
places at Portland United is “as 
strong as it’s ever been”. 

With Ed Bastick and Jamie Bea¬ 
sley back from injury and sus¬ 
pension respectively, Bailey de¬ 
scribed his options on the bench 
as “terrific” following last Satur¬ 
day’s 3-1 win over Bashley. 

“The competition for places at 
the club is as strong as it’s ever 


been. 

“The players that are playing 
know they need to play to their 
limits to stay in the side,” he said. 

“That is great for me as a man¬ 
ager and us as a coaching group, 
to be able to have those options. 

“I have a 17-man squad now that 
I am delighted to have. 

“The boys have bought into 
what we are trying to do, we are 


doing it for the right reasons and, 
hopefully, we can keep everyone 
happy, interested and hungry to 
play in these closing games.” 

Third-placed Portland, promot¬ 
ed last season as Sydenhams Di¬ 
vision One champions, came into 
this weekend sitting 11 points 
behind Premier Division leaders 
Moneyfields with two games in 
hand. 


is the limit' 




EX-EASTLEIGH marksman Stu¬ 
art Fleetwood says “the sky’s the 
limit” if he keeps up his remark¬ 
able scoring form for Weymouth. 

The red-hot frontman plun¬ 
dered a hat-trick for the Terras 
in their clinical 6-1 Southern Pre¬ 
mier victory at Basingstoke Town 
last weekend. 

It made it eight goals in five 
league fixtures and 11 goals in 
his last 12 games for the former 
Hereford, Luton and Forest Green 
sharpshooter, who is on loan at 
Weymouth from Bath City for the 
rest of the season. 

“I have just hit a run of form 
now, which is what I wanted to 
do since I got here,” smiled Fleet- 
wood. 

“I feel fit now, I feel strong and 
have always had faith in my own 
ability. Once the first couple of 
goals go in, for any striker it’s just 
a confidence thing. 

“I have scored goals throughout 
my career and, if we’re not win¬ 
ning games, I put a lot of pressure 
on myself personally - I’m the 
one who should be scoring. 

Third hat-trick 

“Luckily I have been doing that 
since the turn of the year and 
long may it continue. 

“If I carry on this form, the 
sky’s the limit.” 

Despite netting a treble at the 
Ark Cancer Charity Stadium, 
30-year-old Fleetwood was unable 
to get his hands on the match ball. 

“It would have been nice to take 
it home for the kids to see, but the 
three goals can’t be taken away, 
whether I have the ball or not,” he 
said. 

“That was my third hat-trick 
of my career. I have a Conference 
ball and a Carling Cup one as well. 

“I’ll have to borrow one of my 
little boy’s ones and get it signed 
or something!” 

Weymouth boss Jason Mat¬ 
thews is thrilled to see Fleetwood 
fit and firing. 


Stuart Fleetwood 

“He is a great lad is Fleets and, 
like I said in his early days, he has 
had a great impact in the chang¬ 
ing room. “Now he is doing the 
business on the pitch and that, 
for me, is great,” he said. “He is 
a lovely lad and it’s nice to finally 
get a striker that’s scoring goals.” 


Unfortunately for Weymouth 
goals ran dry on Tuesday as they 
came off second best in a 3-0 de¬ 
feat at Slough Town. 

Another ex-Eastleigh player, 
Chris Flood, scored for the Rebels 
along with two-goal Gavin James. 

Matthews branded it “a disap¬ 


pointing result and a poor per¬ 
formance,” adding: “It was not 
acceptable and I am bitterly dis¬ 
appointed.” 

• Got a football story for us? 
Email echosport@dailyecho. 
co.uk 
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Hamble in way of third successive cup final 



Team Solent celebrate a goal in last 


HAMBLE Club Reserves stand 
between Team Solent and a third 
successive Southampton Senior 
Cup final. 

Solent, who have lifted the tro¬ 
phy for the last two years at St 
Mary’s, will go head to head with 
the Monks’ second string at Shol- 
ing FC on Wednesday, March 1 
(7.45pm). 

The other semi-final - an all- 
Sydenhams Premier battle be¬ 
tween Sholing and Brockenhurst 
- will take place eight days later 
at Follands Sports FC on Thurs¬ 
day, March 9 (7.45pm). 


The draw for the TrophyMan- 
sponsored competition was made 
by Southampton Divisional FA 
chairman Terry Windibank and 
Cup chairman Dave Creeden. 

Admission to each semi-final 
has been set at £5 adults and £3 
concessions. Programmes will 
cost £1. 

• HARTLEY Wintney complete 
the semi-final line-up in the 
Hampshire FA Senior Cup. 

The runaway Combined Coun¬ 
ties League leaders fell behind to 
a Dylan Knight goal at AFC Tot- 


ton, but hit back for a 3-1 victory 
against the ten-man Stags. 

Ross Cook’s brace put the visi¬ 
tors in front before Totton had 
debutant Oshea McDonald sent 
off at the expense of a penalty 
which was saved by Charlie Sear- 
le. 

But the Stags ‘keeper was beat¬ 
en by ex-Saint Sam Argent from 
12 yards after another spot-kick 
had been awarded for handball. 

Hampshire FA Senior Cup semi-finals (Tuesday, 
March 7): AFC Bournemouth Development 
Squad v Hartley Wintney, Basingstoke Town v 
Winchester City. 


Moaner Toby is a 
proper handful 

By Wendy ifP) 



WIMBORNE Town boss Matty 
Holmes is convinced Toby Hol¬ 
mes could produce the goods at 
a higher level - provided he was 
surrounded by the right players. 

Striker Holmes registered his 
21st league goal of the season to 
pave the way for the Magpies’ 3-0 
Southern One South & West win 
over AFC Totton at Cuthbury last 
Saturday. 

One of Matty Holmes’s first 
signings when he took over in 
the summer, the frontman, who 
boasted a prolific record with Par¬ 
ley in the Dorset Premier League, 
had brief spells with Poole and 
Dorchester in the Southern Pre¬ 
mier Division last season. 

Manager Holmes said: “When I 
watched my son Luke playing for 
Poole and Dorchester, I was fortu¬ 
nate to see Toby as well, so I knew 
what he could do. 

“I thought he would score goals 
at this level, so getting him was 
one of my first thoughts when I 
got the job. 

“He can be a bit of a moaner 
sometimes, but that’s the way he 
is. He just wants to score all the 
time and get on the end of chanc¬ 
es. He has been fantastic for us.” 

Asked whether he felt the Mag¬ 
pies marksman could play higher, 
team boss Holmes - a former AFC 
Bournemouth and West Ham 
midfielder - said: “He could, but I 
think it would depend on who he 
played with. He has to have the 
right service. 

“We’ve got Luke in midfield 
who has probably set up 13 of 
his goals. If Toby has players like 


Toby Holmes 

that who play with him and un¬ 
derstand where the ball goes, he 
will get on the end of it.” 

Holmes finished with aplomb 
after Dan Cann had teed him up 
in the 17th minute before goals 
either side of half-time effectively 
killed off Totton. 

Recent signing Carl Preston 
netted from close range and Jack 
Lovell’s venomous strike rounded 
off a superb team move in the 
first minute of the second half. 

With Wimborne stepping off 


the gas, Totton belatedly came 
into the game, but it was too little, 
too late as far as boss Louis Lang- 
down was concerned. 

Branding the Stags’ perfor¬ 
mance “not good enough”, he 
said: “We’ve conceded sloppy 
goals which they’ve not had to 
work hard to score. It’s been the 
story of our season. 

“At 3-0 down we create numer¬ 
ous opportunities that we don’t 
take, we show a bit of spirit, a bit 
of effort and a bit of bite but, ulti¬ 


mately, it’s too late. 

“We came here believing we 
would get something and, even 
on the performance today, we still 
believe we should have got some¬ 
thing. 

“It’s not a game with three goals 
difference, no way, but it’s fin¬ 
ished 3-0 because we’ve let silly 
goals in. 

“It wasn’t the young players’ 
fault today, it was our experi¬ 
enced boys who didn’t quite shut 
up shop for us.” 


Paula quits 
Town again 

PAULA Henley has left 
her role as chairperson 
of Wimborne Town for a 
second time. 

Henley began her 
current spell at Cuthbury 
13 months ago, having 
previously spent 160 days 
at the helm until February 
2015. 

A club statement read: 
“Paula took over as 
chairperson in January 
last year and, together 
with a small consortium, 
helped turn around the 
club’s fortunes leading to a 
debt-free position today. 

“The reason behind 
Paula’s decision is 
personal and she has 
requested privacy as the 
decision has not been an 
easy one.” 

Henley has also resigned 
her position on the board 
of directors. 

Club president Ken 



Paula Henley. 


Stewart and former 
director Tony Grant will 
cover while the club seek a 
replacement. 

Stewart said Henley’s 
second spell in charge at 
Cuthbury - during which 
the Magpies battled debts 
of £110,00 - had been 
positive. 

“She has left the club in 
good shape and has done 
some good things while she 
has been here,” he stated. 
“The financial situation 
has been much improved 
since she arrived and that 
is certainly a feather in 
her cap. 

“She leaves on good 
terms and there is no 
animosity.” 

Former chairman 
Stewart has ruled himself 
out of a return to the role. 
“I’ve done my stint,” he 
said. “I had seven years 
of it and that’s enough for 
me.” 

• Anyone interested in 
applying should email 
info@wimbornetownfc. 
co.uk 
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City boss Saunders 'flabbergasted' by Craig's decision 


WINCHESTER City boss Ian Saunders 
welcomed Craig Feeney’s decision to turn 
down a move to National League South 
outfit Poole Town with equal quantities of 
delight and surprise. 

“I’m flabbergasted!” he smiled. “But, at 
the same time, I’m very happy that he’s 
staying with us until at least the end of 
the season. 

“We’re on the cusp of something half de¬ 
cent here and, as much as Craig’s personal 
ambition is to play as high as possible, he 
wants to see out the eight weeks or so that 
we’ve got left. 

“There are personal milestones involved 


in that. He’d like to see if he could score 
40 goals, which would be no mean feat at 
Southern League (South & West) level. 

“It’s a very mature decision from Craig.” 

With Richard Gillespie sidelined by 
tendinitis and Luke Roberts - brother of 
Winchester’s Taz - battling a hamstring 
problem, Poole boss Tom Killick was hop¬ 
ing Feeney would be the answer to his 
frontline woes. 

“Obviously it’s disappointing for Tom, 
but I think we’ve both dealt with the situ¬ 
ation as best we can as managers,” said 
Saunders. 

“We allowed Craig to speak to then, but 


I’m just pleased for this football club that 
he’s staying. 

“I wouldn’t have been able to replace him 
at this stage and Craig is pretty unique as 
a player anyway. 

“There are plenty of players with pace, 
but Craig’s very clever. 

“Often when forwards make runs and 
they don’t receive the ball in the areas 
they want it, they stop making those runs. 

“But Craig continues to make good runs 
supplemented by our more experienced 
players who trust Craig and put the ball 
into good areas for him and let him do his 
thing. 


“The discipline he has shown in making 
those runs has brought him the reward of 
goals.” 

Saunders added: “I don’t think Craig re¬ 
ally wanted to leave. He’s got mates in the 
side and we’ve got a very good dressing 
room here. 

“Things have been going relatively well 
for us and Craig’s been very influential in 
that. 

“Where things take him in the summer, 
we’ll have to wait and see. There might be 
different opportunities for him. But I’m 
just pleased he’s staying for at least the 
rest of the season.” 


Turning 

point 

THE dismissal of striker 
Tom Sands proved the 
turning point of Alresford 
Town’s 4-1 North Hants 
Senior Cup semi-final 
defeat at Fleet Town. 

Luke Pothecary had 
pulled the Magpies back to 
1-1, cancelling Rob Carr’s 
opener for Fleet, before 
Sands got his marching 
orders for alleged handball 
inside the area. 

Ben White converted 
the subsequent penalty 
and Fleet forged on with 
further goals from Ben 
Toye and ex-Alresford 
winger Danilo Cadete. 

Craig Davis’s Southern 
One Central side have 
booked a final showdown 
with Tadley Calleva of 
Sydenhams One. 

• BILLY Drever fired 
a first-half hat-trick as 
Stockbridge belatedly 
romped to their first 
Hampshire Premier 
League win of the season. 

At the 21st time of 
asking, and after just two 
draws and 18 losses, the 
Robins recorded a 4-0 home 
success over Liss Athletic. 

Drever scored all his 
goals inside the first 21 
minutes. 



Tom Sands. 


Malone salutes 
Feeney's loyalty 


LOYALTY, says Winchester City 
director of football Dave Malone, 
is rare commodity in football 
these days. 

Small wonder then that the Citi¬ 
zens are so delighted that 31-goal 
striker Craig Feeney is sticking 
by the cathedral city club until at 
least the end of the season. 

Having granted Feeney per¬ 
mission to speak to National 
League South outfit Poole Town, 
City were on tenterhooks earlier 
this week wondering whether 
their 24-year-old top gun would 
be tempted to climb two leagues 
higher. 

So there were audible sighs of 
relief when Feeney politely de¬ 
clined Poole’s advances in favour 
of spearheading City’s twin as¬ 
sault on the Southern One South 
& West play-offs and the Hamp¬ 
shire FA Senior Cup. 

Describing the news as “re¬ 
freshing”, Malone said: “I’m real¬ 
ly pleased because there ain’t a lot 
of loyalty in football these days. 

“Craig could easily have gone 
and I wouldn’t have blamed him 
if he had, but he perhaps feels 
there’s a bit of a debt to replay. He 
recognises that his recent run of 
good form - and goals - is partly 
due to the environment he’s shar¬ 
ing and the rest of the players 
he’s playing with.” 

Having started his career at 
Fawley AFC, Feeney began to get 
noticed as a prolific marksman 
with Totton & Eling. 

He joined AFC Totton via stints 
with Gosport and Blackfield, 
but was released from his Stags 
contract this time last year after 
spending three months travelling 
around Australia. 

“After coming back from Aus¬ 
tralia, it took a long while for 
Craig to settle back in, but we’ve 
been reliant on him and his goals 



Craig Feeney in action against Wantage Town last weekend. 


this season in the same way we 
were reliant on (former City strik¬ 
er) Warren Bentley and it would 
have been a big blow to have lost 
him,” said Malone. 

“Craig was obviously torn when 


Poole came in for him and it took 
a lot of thinking about, but it’s 
testament to him as a bloke that 
he’s decided to stay. 

“Obviously he wants to play at 
a higher level and, if the right op¬ 


portunity comes along, we would 
not stand in his way. But we have 
not given up hope of progressing, 
so maybe - just maybe - we can 
provide that platform for his un¬ 
doubted talents.” 
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Blackf ield draft in new signings for title race 


NON LEAGUE FIXTURES 

Monday, February 13 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
SOUTH 

Wealdstone v Whitehawk. 



Harrison Fay. 


BLACKFIELD & Langley have 
drafted in a couple of new re¬ 
cruits as they bid to cling on in 
the Sydenhams Premier title race. 

While it is very much ‘advan¬ 
tage Moneyfields’ going into the 
final ten weeks of the season, the 
Watersiders have not abandoned 
all hope of a late push. 

Moneyfields themselves have 
strengthened with the quality 
additions of Brett Poate and Dan 
Wooden from Gosport Borough 
and goalkeeper Steve Mowthorpe 
from AFC Totton - all captured 
from higher up the non-League 
pyramid. 

Blackfield’s new duo have been 
signed up from fellow Sydenhams 
Premier clubs - wideman Harri¬ 
son Fay (Andover Town) and mid¬ 
fielder Connor Hoare (Bashley). 

“We’ve been a bit lean with a 
few injuries lately and, where 
we don’t have reserves or a youth 


team to call on, we have to try 
and manage the squad,” said B&L 
coach James Ford. 

“We’d been looking at Harrison 
Fay for 18 months, ever since he 
came through at Winchester City 
(still his parent club), and he’s a 
local lad, which is good for us. 

“Harrison’s well thought of at 
Winchester, but these boys need 
to be playing competitive football. 
It’s no good them being in the re¬ 
serves or on the bench. 

Important 

“When I was a pro (at AFC 
Bournemouth) you’d play in the 
reserves and pass, pass, pass, but 
once you get in the first team it’s 
all about winning and it’s impor¬ 
tant these lads learn that. 

“Glenn (Howes, manager) and 
I have the philosophy that we’ll 
never hold anyone back. If we can 


provide the platform for these 
lads to go on and play for Win¬ 
chester, Havant, Gosport or who¬ 
ever, we will.” 

Fay has been gradually climb¬ 
ing the Wessex table during his 
time out on ‘loan’ from Winches¬ 
ter. 

He initially dual-signed for rel¬ 
egation-battling Fawley before 
moving into mid-table with Ando¬ 
ver Town. 

Now he is enjoying the high life 
with second-placed Blackfield. 

“Harrison’s been from pillar to 
post this season, but it’s all good 
experience for him,” said Win¬ 
chester boss Ian Saunders. 

“If we get to the point where 
we’re going to be nowhere near 
the (Southern One South & West) 
play-offs, a couple of the young 
players we’ve sent out will come 
back to us so that we know where 
we are for next season.” 


Watersiders win in 
face of adversity 


By Wendy 

ri 

Gee 

1 1 


CHRIS Farrell is still scratching 
his head wondering how Black¬ 
field & Langley managed to beat 
Andover Town last Saturday. 

The Watersiders’ assistant man¬ 
ager held out little hope of three 
points after Zach Glasspool had 
given Andover a 1-0 lead at Gang 
Warily. 

On paper, it shouldn’t have been 
beyond Blackfield’s capabilities 
to fight back given that they sit 
second in the Sydenhams Pre¬ 
mier Division. 

But with Joe Byrne (injured), 
Charlie Knight (injured) Luke 
Winsper (tonsillitis), Luke Neller 
(unavailable) and Callum Cunnif- 
fe-Pilley (suspended) all missing 
and Jake Rowley uprooting to 
America, the Watersiders were so 
short of players that Henry How¬ 
es, the goalkeeping coach brother 
of manager Glenn, was sent on as 
an outfielder. 

But Blackfield managed to turn 
it round for a 2-1 victory courtesy 
of ex-Saint Jamie White’s 27th 
goal of the season and a long- 
range belter from recent arrival 
Harrison Fay, signed from, of all 
places, Andover Town! 

“We had six missing, no wide 
players and only one proper mid- 
field player but, regardless, we 



Manny Soetan. 

came out second half and had a 
real go,” said Farrell. 

“Harrison Fay danced around 
one or two players in the box to 
set up Jamie White’s goal and 


then he’s put one in the top corner 
from 35 yards. I’m sure he enjoyed 
that against his old teammates! 

“It’s really pleasing to win like 
that in the face of adversity. 


“We’ve lost a few players recent¬ 
ly and it’s been difficult to get new 
ones in. 

“We’ve been getting by in the 
last seven or eight games withl2 
or 13 players and, sooner or later, 
that could bite us on the bum. 

“Being honest, I thought that 
might happen last Saturday but, 
by hook or by crook, we pulled a 
result out from somewhere. 

“Manny Soetan was superb sec¬ 
ond half and when you’ve got a 
player like Jamie White up front, 
you’ve always got a chance. 

Unbalanced 

“We were so unbalanced first 
half we looked like a pub team, 
but the senior players like Manny, 
Jamie and Ryan Oatley really 
stepped it up. 

“Jamie scored at the right time 
which gave the players a lift. 

“It’s pleasing to win like that 
when you thought you had no 
chance whatsoever. At half-time I 
couldn’t see us scoring, let alone 
winning.” 

Blackfield, though, will have 
keep on winning to stand any 
chance of overhauling leaders 
Moneyfields. 

“You could probably put the 
Moneyfields ribbons on the tro¬ 
phy now,” said Farrell. “But 
even if our chances of winning 
the league are one per cent, all 
the time that one per cent is still 
there, we’ve got to keep trying.” 


Tuesday, February 14 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Eastleigh v Braintree, Guiseley v 
Sutton. 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
SOUTH 

Oxford City v Bath City. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Biggleswade 
v Stratford, Hayes & Yeading v 
Basingstoke Town, Kings Langley v 
Chippenham, St Neots v Chesham, 
Weymouth v Dunstable. 

Division One South & West: 
Mangotsfield v Winchester City, 
Taunton v Wimborne. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Sholing v 
Bemerton HH. 

Division One: US Portsmouth v 
Hamble Club. 

RUSSELL COTES CUP 
Quarter-final: Gosport Borough v 
AFC Stoneham. 

PORTSMOUTH SENIOR CUP 
Havant & Waterlooville v AFC 
Portchester. 


Wednesday, February 15 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Macclesfield v Barrow. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE 
PREMIER LEAGUE 
PEHPL Combination Cup, semi-final: 
Fleetlands Res v Clanfield Res (at 
Fareham Town FC). 

ANDOVER OPEN CUP 
Semi-final: Whitchurch Utd v 
Winchester Castle (7.30). 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Portland v Team 
Solent, Verwood v Horndean. 
Sydenhams League Cup, third 
round: Alresford Town v Shaftesbury. 
SALISBURY HOSPITAL CUP 
Andover New Street v Salisbury. 


Saturday, February 18 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Barrow v Torquay, Boreham Wood 
v York, Bromley v Solihull Moors, 
Dagenham & Redbridge v Guiseley, 
Eastleigh v Tranmere, Gateshead v 
Forest Green Rovers, Macclesfield 
v Braintree, Maidstone v Chester, 
North Ferriby v Dover, Sutton 
v Lincoln, Woking v Southport, 
Wrexham v Aldershot. 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
SOUTH 

Bishops Stortford v Poole, Dartford 
v Chelmsford, East Thurrock v 
Hampton & Richmond, Eastbourne 
Borough v Gosport Borough, 
Ebbsfleet v Hungerford, Maidenhead 
v Whitehawk, Margate v Wealdstone, 
Oxford City v Hemel Hempstead, St 
Albans v Bath City, Truro v Concord, 
Weston-super-Mare v Welling. 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Banbury 
v Weymouth, Basingstoke 
v Biggleswade, Chesham v 
Leamington, Cinderford v St Neots, 
Dorchester v Dunstable, Hayes & 
Yeading v Kings Lynn, Hitchin v 
Frome, Kettering v Kings Langley, 
Redditch v Cambridge City, Slough v 
Merthyr Town, St Ives v Cirencester, 
Stratford v Chippenham. 

Division One South & West: 
Barnstaple v North Leigh, Didcot v 
Bishops Cleeve, Larkhall v Hereford, 
Paulton Rovers v Mangotsfield, 
Shortwood v Bideford, Slimbridge 
v Taunton, Swindon Supermarine 
v Salisbury, Tiverton v Wantage, 
Wimborne v Bridgwater, Winchester 
City v Evesham, Yate v AFC Totton. 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Alresford v 
Hamworthy, Andover Town v 
Newport loW, Bournemouth Poppies 
v AFC Portchester, Cowes Sports 
v Bashley, Fareham v Whitchurch, 
Lymington Town v Bemerton HH, 
Moneyfields v Brockenhurst, 

Portland v Amesbury, Sholing v 
Horndean, Team Solent v Blackfield 
& Langley. 

Division One: Baffins MR v Hythe 
& Dibden, Christchurch v New 
Milton, East Cowes Vies v Tadley 
Calleva, Fleet Spurs v Pewsey Vale, 
Hamble Club v AFC Stoneham, 
Laverstock & Ford v Andover NS, 
Ringwood v Downton, Romsey v 
Alton, Shaftesbury v US Portsmouth, 
Weymouth v Totton & Eling. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE 
PREMIER LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Clanfield v Liss, 
Fleetlands v Hayling Utd, Hedge 
End Rangers v Overton, Infinity v 
Bush Hill, Locks Heath v Liphook, 
Paulsgrove v QK Southampton, 
Winchester Castle v Stockbridge. 
Division One: Michelmersh & 
Timsbury v Four Marks, Netley 
Central v AFC Petersfield, South 
Wonston Swifts v Lyndhurst, Sway v 
Headley Utd. 

Combination: Bush Hill v Fleetlands, 
Four Marks v Michelmersh & T, 
Hayling Utd v Winchester Castle, 
Liphook v Hedge End Rangers, 
Overton v Headley, QK Southampton 
v Paulsgrove. 
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Embarrassed 

Champions Leicester sit just 
a point above the Premier 
League relegation zone 
following a 3-0 defeat to 
Manchester United. 

Following last season’s 
shock 5,000-1 title triumph 
they have failed to win 
away during this campaign 
and have lost 13 of their 24 
games. 

Goalkeeper Kasper 
Schmeichel has called 
Leicester’s season 
embarrassing and, as they 
battle relegation, the Sports 
Pink looks at five reasons 
why they have struggled. 

N'GOLO KANTE SALE 

They tried to fill the gap 
left by the midfielder’s 
move to Chelsea but he was 
irreplaceable. 

Bought for just £5.6million 
from Caen in 2015, Kante 
took the Premier League by 
storm with his ability to not 
only break attacks up but 
start Leicester’s counters 
which were a source of such 
success. 

He protected Robert Huth 
and Wes Morgan and such 
was his presence Claudio 



Kasper Schmeichel 


Ranieri joked he played 
Kante either side of Danny 
Drinkwater in midfield. 

Kante moved to Stamford 
Bridge for £32million in 
the summer and he has 
continued the form which 
saw him break into France’s 
squad as he stars with 
Chelsea top of the league. 

POOR RECRUITMENT 

As champions the Foxes 
had their chance to create a 
new era for the club in the 
summer but failed having 
lost head of recruitment 
Steve Walsh to Everton. 

Striker Islam Slimani, a 
record £30million buy from 
Sporting Lisbon, has shown 
glimpses of what he can do 
but, at 28-years-old, he should 
have been a ready-made 
signing. 

Ron-Robert Zieler has kept 
just one clean sheet when 
deputising for Schmeichel, 
£16million Ahmed Musa is 
yet to flourish, while Luis 
Hernandez lasted half a 
season before being sold to 
Malaga. Cont on facing page 
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Revolving door 



By Simon 

Carter Jj' 

WHEN will the Eastleigh FC re¬ 
volving door ever slow down? 

That is surely the question Spit¬ 
fires fans must be asking after 
an incredible run of ins and outs 
since the end of the 2015/16 sea¬ 
son. 

Three different managers have 
signed an astonishing 31 players, 
though one of them - Richard 
Duffy - never actually appeared 
for the club. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
how that incredible list of new 
signings have fared. 

David Pipe 

Recruited on a free from Forest 
Green Rovers last summer, the 
33-year-old only appeared in nine 
league games for the Spitfires 
before moving to League 2 smug¬ 
glers Newport County on loan 
in the first week of last month’s 
transfer window. 

Jake Howells 

A free transfer signing from 
Luton Town last summer, the for¬ 
mer Welsh youth international 
made 15 Eastleigh appearances 
and scored one goal - in a 5-0 Au¬ 
gust Bank Holiday win at Brom¬ 
ley. Made his last outing in the 
FA Cup first round tie at home to 
Swindon in early November and 
moved to Dagenham & Redbridge 
last month. Has yet to appear for 
the Daggers, though. 

Ayo Obileye 

A free transfer from Charlton 
last summer, the defender was 
loaned out to Dover before he 
had made his Eastleigh debut. 
His first Spitfires appearance 
came as a sub in the FA Cup first 
round home tie with Swindon. In 
fact, his first three Eastleigh out¬ 
ings were all in the FA Cup. He 
then scored on his league debut 
the club in a 1-1 home draw with 
Forest Green last month. Was 
transfer-listed shortly after Mar¬ 
tin Allen’s arrival, but remains at 
the club. 

Reda Johnson 

A free transfer signing from 
Coventry last summer, the de¬ 
fensive titan has made 19 ap¬ 
pearances in all competitions for 
Eastleigh. His not played in 2017, 
however, after suffering a ham¬ 
string injury against Boreham 
Wood. Recently signed a contract 
extension. 

Adam Dugdale 

The defender arrived on a free 
from Morecambe last summer 


and has made 10 starts in the 
league for the Spitfires, scoring 
twice - including a debut goal 
against one of his former clubs, 
Tranmere, back in August. Start¬ 
ed the dismal 1-0 home loss to 
Woking a fortnight ago. 

Scott Wilson 

Following his arrival from 


Weston-super-Mare last summer, 
the striker has mainly been used 
as an impact sub in the league - 
making 11 bench appearances but 
only four starts (scoring twice). 
Also netted in both FA Cup second 
round ties against FC Halifax. 

Mikael Mandron 

A major summer signing, the 


striker arrived at the Silverlake 
Stadium on a free after being re¬ 
leased by Premier League club 
Sunderland. After a slow start 
in terms of goals, Mandron had 
struck 15 times in all competi¬ 
tions before a surprise January 
transfer deadline day move to 
Championship club Wigan. Ten 
of his Eastleigh goals had been 
scored in 24 league starts (plus 
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at the Spitfires 



Mikael Mandron, 
top, David Pipe, 
middle, and Jake 
Howells, right, 
have all left 
Eastleigh after 
only signing 
for the club last 
summer 


four as a sub). He also netted 
five FA Cup goals in four games 
against Swindon and FC Halifax. 

Adam Dawson 

The winger arrived from Nu¬ 
neaton last summer and made 11 
league appearances for the Spit¬ 
fires (six starts and five sub out¬ 
ings) prior to returning to one of 


his former clubs, Tranmere, in 
November. Has only made three 
appearances for Rovers since. 

Ryan Cresswell 

The centre half was signed 
from Northampton last summer 
but only managed 15 appearances 
prior to suffering a knee injury 
that has required surgery. On his 


last appearance he was sent off in 
a 4-0 loss at Barrow at the end of 
October. May not play again this 
season. 

Jason Taylor 

The midfielder, signed from 
Northampton last summer, was a 
regular, making 23 appearances, 
prior to suffering a hip injury 


which required surgery. Has not 
played since early December. 

Ryan Bird 

The former Portsmouth striker 
arrived at Eastleigh on a free 
from Yeovil last summer. 

Scored three goals in 16 league 
appearances (seven starts, 9 sub 
outings), but is best remembered 
for his four goals in an FA Cup 
thrashing of minnows North 
Leigh. Returned to the Football 
League last month at Newport 
County, and scored within 15 min¬ 
utes of his debut against Hartle¬ 
pool. 

Ryan Huddart 

Signed on loan from Arsenal 
last summer, the 19-year-old made 
seven appearances for Eastleigh - 
five in the league and two in the 
FA Cup - prior to returning to The 
Emirates 

Arsenal loan. Conceded 12 goals 
in his five league games, but did 
keep a clean sheet in a 0-0 draw at 
current leaders Lincoln City. 

Connor Essam 

The full back arrived on a free 
from Dover last summer, and after 
making 16 Eastleigh appearances 
is now back at the Kent club on 
loan. Also had a short loan spell 
at Woking in the autumn. 

Richard Duffy 

The former Portsmouth full 
back was a marquee signing for 
Eastleigh boss Chris Todd last 
summer. But, not long after an¬ 
nouncing his arrival from Notts 
County, the club revealed he had 
staged a U-turn and was remain¬ 
ing in the Football League in¬ 
stead, at Port Vale. 

Ryan Clarke 

The 34-year-old played seven 
games for AFC Wimbledon at the 
start of this season prior to Ron¬ 
nie Moore bringing him to East¬ 
leigh. 

Only made nine appearances 
for the Spitfires, though, before 
suffering an elbow injury. Has 
not appeared since the 3-1 FA Cup 
first round replay win at Swindon 
in mid November. 

Jamie Cureton 

The veteran striker - now 41 
- was brought in by Moore to 
add another goalscoring option, 
but only made seven league ap¬ 
pearances - scoring once - before 
leaving for St Albans following 
Moore’s departure. Has netted 
five times in nine league games 
for St Albans. 

Alefe Santos 

continued on page 18 


from facing page 

In addition, £13million 
Nampalys Mendy has barely 
played due to injury. At least 
January signing Wilfred 
Ndidi has shown his quality 
in just four games. 

That the Foxes failed to buy 
a centre-back in the summer 
was baffling and while Molla 
Wague has arrived on loan 
from Udinese, it may come 
too late to help Morgan and 
Huth. 

AWAY FORM 

Leicester are yet to win 
on the road this season and, 
coupled with average home 
form, that could be their 
undoing. 

Nine defeats from their 12 
games is an abject record and 
they set the tone by losing 2-1 
at Hull on the opening day of 
the season. The only points 
away from home have come 
at Tottenham, Stoke and 
Middlesbrough, all draws, 
and Sunday’s trip to Swansea 
- only below the Foxes on 
goal difference - takes on 
huge significance. 

HUMAN NATURE 

Boss Ranieri admitted a 
couple of months ago a lot 
could be put down to basic 



Claudio Ranieri. 


human nature. It may be a 
simple explanation but a 
true one. The Foxes seemed 
to have relaxed since their 
title win, players who 
never dreamed of earning 
£100,000-a-week now appear 
to be too comfortable and 
there is a determination 
from the top sides not to 
be embarrassed again. 
Juggling the demands of 
the Champions League - for 
players not used to European 
football - has also taken it out 
of them. 

TINKERMAN RETURN 

Last season’s mirale 
came from a balanced and 
consistent side who, game 
by game, knew exactly what 
their jobs were. 

Now Ranieri is making 
too many changes with 
formation, at the start 
and during games, and his 
players look confused. There 
is no longer a complete 
identity. Ranieri even 
conceded after the defeat at 
Saints last month he got his 
tactics wrong. 
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Same again? 

LEICESTER’S dismal 
Premier League campaign 
has put them in danger of 
becoming only the second 
English champions to see 
their title defence end in 
relegation. 

The Foxes still have time 
to escape the ignominy that 
befell Manchester City in 
1938 but they should be wary 
there is precedent - albeit 
rare - for the mighty to fall 
with the heaviest of bumps. 

For Leicester in 2016, see 
City in 1937. The Maine Road 
side had won the title for the 
first time and the outlook 
was bright. 

“As champions, the Blues 
were expected to be the team 
to watch,” wrote historian 
Gary James in his book 
‘Manchester - The City Years’. 
“They were supposed to be 
the ones who set the football 
world alight. Sadly, the new 
season was astounding for all 
the wrong reasons.” 

City lost three of their 
opening five games and 
found themselves battling 
regular criticism thereafter. 

There were some obvious 
high points, notably 
convincing victories over 



Claudio Ranieri 


Derby (6-1 and 7-1), West 
Brom (7-1), Middlesbrough 
(6-1) and Leeds (6-2) when 
they showed their champion 
qualities. 

In fact, they rattled in 80 
goals in the course of their 42 
games, more than any other 
team in the division and 
finished with a positive goal 
difference. 

But there was a run of 
four successive defeats in 
December and January 
and then a torrid sequence 
through February and March 
that saw them lose six and 
win none in eight. 

By this stage they were 
heading for trouble. There 
are parallels with Leicester, 
who have shown fleeting 
glimpses of their old 
selves in the Champions 
League and in a routing 
of Manchester City in 
December, but lost their last 
four. 

The table is tight, with 
just two points separating 
the bottom six, and a run 
of results could see Claudio 
Ranieri’s men pull clear of 
danger. Cont on facing page 
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Amazing total 



from page 17 

The 21-year-old Derby County 
winger was signed on loan by 
Moore in November. But he only 
made one league start - plus four 
other sub appearances - before re¬ 
turning to Pride Park. 

Bondz N'Gala 

Moore broke Eastleigh’s trans¬ 
fer record when he signed the 
Barnet defender for £60,000 in 
early November. But the com¬ 
manding centre half only made 
nine appearances before being al¬ 
lowed to leave by mutual consent 
towards the end of last month’s 
transfer window. He duly signed 
for League 1 club Gillingham, but 
cannot play for them due to FIFA 
rules stating no player can appear 
for three different clubs in one 
season. 

Ross Stearn 

The striker was brought in by 
Moore in mid-November - a fort¬ 
night after helping Sutton to an 
FA Cup first round win at Dart- 
ford. 

Stearn scored the final two 
goals in a 6-3 victory - his penul¬ 
timate game the club who would 
go on to become this season’s FA 
Cup heroes. 

While his former club have been 
hitting the headlines and are now 
preparing to face Arsenal, Stearn 
has played eight league games for 
Eastleigh - six starts and two sub 
outings - and still awaits his first 
goal. 

Ben Strevens 

The former Spitfires midfield¬ 
er returned to Stoneham Lane 
shortly after Martin Allen’s ap¬ 
pointment as the club’s third boss 
of 2016/17. 

Strevens, who had left Eastleigh 
following Ronnie Moore’s arrival 
to play for ex-Spitfires boss Rich¬ 
ard Hill at Whitehawk, knows Al¬ 
len well from their time together 
at Barnet and Gillingham. 

The 36-year-old has played five 
times since returning to the Sil- 
verlake. 

Hakeem Odofin 

Allen brought the 18-year-old 
defender in on loan from Wolves 
for the rest of the season shortly 
after taking over. 

The manager gave him his Foot¬ 
ball League debut at Barnet in 
2015/16 prior to the player moving 
to Molineux. 

Odofin was sent off on his East¬ 
leigh debut at Southport in De¬ 
cember, and has gone on to make 
five league appearances. 

Sam Togwell 

The 32-year-old midfielder had 
been a regular for Allen’s former 
club Barnet this season, prior to 


moving to Eastleigh in Decem¬ 
ber. Has made seven appearances 
since and has also been appointed 
captain following Joe Parting¬ 
ton’s move to Bristol Rovers. 

Tyler Garett 

The 20-year-old defender only 
made his Doncaster Rovers debut 
this season, prior to arriving at 


Eastleigh on loan in December. 
Has since made five league ap¬ 
pearances, scoring in a 1-1 draw 
at Sutton. 

Gavin Hoyte 

The former Arsenal trainee was 
brought in from Allen’s former 
club Barnet in mid December. He 
has only managed two appearanc¬ 


es since, the last in a 5-1 FA Cup 
drubbing at Brentford where he 
only lasted nine minutes before 
being injured. 

Graham Stack 

Another of Allen’s former Bar- 
net players, the 35-year-old be¬ 
came Eastleigh’s fourth keeper 
of the season when he made his 
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FINK NON LEAGUE FOOTBALL 


Champs to 
chumps 


of ins and outs 



Reda Johnson, far right, 
and Bondz N'Gala formed 
a strong central defensive 
unit - but N'Gala has now 
left Eastleigh. 


debut in the FA Cup loss at Brent¬ 
ford. Has since played in three 
league matches. 

Sam Muggleton 

The 21-year-old defender is yet 
another of Allen’s ex-Barnet play¬ 
ers who have decamped to the Sil- 
verlake Stadium. He arrived last 
month after playing 17 times for 


the Bees this season. 

Darius Henderson 

The experienced 35-year-old 
striker was signed last month af¬ 
ter a spell with Mansfield Town 
in League 2. Began his career at 
Reading in the late 1990s, when 
Allen was a coach at the Madejski 
Stadium. His started the last two 


Eastleigh league games. 

Mekhi McLeod 

The former Wolves youngster, 
who once had a trial with Glas¬ 
gow Rangers, arrived at Eastleigh 
last month and made his debut in 
the recent 1-0 home loss to Wok¬ 
ing as a second half sub. 


Sam Matthews 

The midfielder, 19, was brought 
in on loan from AFC Bourne¬ 
mouth on transfer deadline day 
and has yet to appear for the club. 
He made 13 appearances for Na¬ 
tional League club Braintree in a 
similar loan spell earlier this sea¬ 
son, including the club’s FA Cup 
second round loss at Millwall. 

Ben Close 

The midfielder was brought 
in on loan from Portsmouth on 
transfer deadline day and has 
yet to appear for the club. The 
20-year-old appeared in all three 
of Pompey’s Checkatrade Trophy 
games this season and also ap¬ 
peared against Wycombe in the 
FA Cup. 

Chinua Cole 

Eastleigh’s 31st signing since 
the end of last season was the de¬ 
fender who joined from Staines 
Town. Cole, 22, has also played 
for Farnborough, Hanwell Town, 
North Greenford United and Big¬ 
gleswade United. 

• Since the end of the 2015/16 
season, in addition to the 31 sign¬ 
ings, virtually the same amount 
of players have left the Silverlake 
Stadium. 

At the end of last season, loan 
striker Matt Tubbs returned to 
parent club Portsmouth while a 
host of players were released. 

Defenders Will Evans and 
Jamie Turley joined Aldershot 
and Newport respectively, while 
Josh Payne joined Crawley and 
ex-Saint Dan Harding and Paul 
Reid moved to Whitehawk. 

Matty Fanimo moved to Mar¬ 
gate while goalkeepers Michael 
Poke and Lewis Noice joined Wok¬ 
ing and Winchester respectively 

Jack Midson moved to Brain¬ 
tree and Ross Lafayette joined 
Dover, while Lee Cook was also 
released. 

Since the start of 2016/17, Ben 
Strevens has left and come back 
again, Yemi Odubade has joined 
Maidstone, Ross Flitney was an¬ 
other to link up again with Rich¬ 
ard Hill at Whitehawk, and Adam 
Dawson was the first of the sum¬ 
mer arrivals to leave in Novem¬ 
ber. 

Following Martin Allen’s ar¬ 
rival, Andy Drury moved to Ebbs- 
fleet and Jamie Cureton joined St 
Albans. 

The January transfer window 
saw a host of departures, with 
David Pipe (loan) and Ryan Bird 
moving to Newport, Joe Parting¬ 
ton joining Bristol Rovers, Luke 
Coulson moving to Barnet, Bondz 
N’Gala having his contract can¬ 
celled by mutual consent, Jake 
Howells joining Dagenham and 
young striker Tony Lee making 
a permanent switch to Gosport 
Borough. 

The, at the beginning of this 
month, midfielder Jai Reason - 
one of last few remaining links 
to the 2013/14 Conference South 
winning squad - left to join Bore- 
ham Wood. 


from facing page 

But this was something 
that proved beyond City 79 
years ago when the bottom 
end of the First Division was 
even tighter. 

Going into the final round 
of games, even 12th-placed 
Blackpool were still in 
danger. City’s fate was in 
their hands and they would 
have survived with a draw. 

That might actually 
have seemed the perfect 
result given that opponents 
Huddersfield also needed 
a point to stay up, but the 
Terriers went all out for 
victory having been stung 
by FA Cup final defeat the 
previous week. 

This is where luck 
completely deserted City. 
Their 1-0 defeat would not 
have been disastrous had 
any of Grimsby, Portsmouth, 
Birmingham or Stoke lost - 
but they all won. 

City even felt they should 
have had a draw after 
claiming a 35-yard drive 
from Alec Herd struck the 



Jamie Vardy 


stanchion inside the net and 
rebounded into play. The 
referee viewed it had hit the 
bar. 

To compound matters, 
Manchester United were 
promoted to take City’s place 
in the top flight. 

Things have not got so bad 
for Jamie Vardy and co just 
yet, but they will be wary 
of being sucked into such 
danger. 

Their position is likely to 
affect how they prioritise for 
the remainder of the season. 

James reports that at 
one point in that 1937-38 
campaign, City captain Sam 
Barkas wrote an article 
for the Manchester Evening 
Chronicle which he ended 
with “an admission that his 
ambition was not now to win 
the league but to win the FA 
Cup which, he called, the 
greatest prize in football”. 

That prize is still available 
to Leicester, as is the 
Champions League, but 
avoiding the drop is likely to 
become their biggest battle. 
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The rogues' 
gallery 







SAINTS 


CANADA’S Denis Shapovalov 
earned himself a place in 
sport’s rogues’ gallery when 
he left tennis umpire Arnaud 
Gabas with a black eye after 
smashing at ball at him in 
anger. 

The 17-year-old Davis 
Cup player was defaulted 
as a result to hand Great 
Britain victory in the match 
and will now await further 
punishment. 

Here, the Sports Pink takes 
a look at other officials who 
have found themselves in the 
firing line. 

PAUL ALCOCK-PAOLO DI 
CANIO 

Premier League referee 
Paul Alcock waded into an 
escalating situation when 
he stepped in to intervene 
as famously combustible 
Sheffield Wednesday star Di 
Canio became embroiled in 
a bust-up with Arsenal duo 
Martin Keown and Patrick 
Vieira in September 1998. 

The Italian pushed the 
official to the ground after 
being shown a red card 



Denis Shapovalov 


and later accused him of 
going down too easily, in the 
process landing himself an 
11-game ban and a £10,000 
fine. 

JOHN COYLE-MIKE 
TYSON 

Referee John Coyle got 
more than he bargained for 
when he attempted to prevent 
challenger Lou Savarese 
from taking unnecessary 
punishment at the hands of 
former undisputed world 
heavyweight champion 
Tyson. 

Coyle was knocked to the 
canvas by Tyson as he tried 
to stop the fight in the first 
round at Hampden Park in 
Scotland in June 2000. 

CHAKIR CHELBAT- 
ANGEL MATOS 

Cuban taekwondo fighter 
Angel Matos was banned 
from the sport for life after 
kicking Swedish judge 
Chakir Chelbat in the head 
at the 2008 Olympic Games in 
Beijing. 

Continued on facing page 


Which boss used 



By Simon 

Carter _ J&j' 


FLORIN Gardos recently became 
the 30th player Saints boss Claude 
Puel has used in a competitive 
game this season. 

The Romanian defender made 
his first appearance since Febru¬ 
ary 2015 when he appeared at cen¬ 
tre half in Saints’ FA Cup hum¬ 
bling by Arsenal at St Mary’s. 

Of the 30 players, Puel has used 
so far, 24 of them have appeared 
in the Premier League. 

Gardos is one of the six who 
haven’t, alongside goalkeepers 
Harry Lewis and Alex McCarthy 
and outfielders Jake Hesketh, 
Olufela Olomola and Lloyd Is- 
grove. 

In addition, Jeremy Pied has 
one made one brief sub appear¬ 
ance in the league. 

Fraser Forster is the only play¬ 
er to have appeared in all 23 of 
Saints’ league games, ahead of 
this weekend’s trip to the north 
east. 

Oriol Romeu and Nathan Red¬ 
mond have missed just one match 
while Virgil Van Dijk has missed 
two and Dusan Tadic three. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
how Puel’s numbers stack up 
compared to recent seasons. 

2002/03 

Gordon Strachan used just 26 
players this season - all of whom 
appeared in the Premier League. 

James Beattie was the only ever 
present while Fabrice Fernandes 
missed just one game and Wayne 
Bridge and Michael Svensson 
missed just four. 

Garry Monk, Taher El Khalej 
and Andrei Kanchelskis made 
just a solitary appearance while 
Francis Benali made the last two 
appearances of his fine Saints ca¬ 
reer. 

2003/04 

James Beattie and Paul Telfer 
played in all but one of Saints’ 38 
Premier League matches as the 
club used 29 players in all compe¬ 
titions. 

All of them played in the league 
- an indication of how recent 
squad rotation is with regards to 
giving youngsters a run-out in the 
League Cup or FA Cup. 

Martin Cranie made just a 
solitary appearance while Alan 
Blayney appeared twice. 

2004/05 

Three different managers tried 
34 different players in a failed 
bid to keep Saints in the Premier 
League. 

Of those, Rory Delap (37), Claus 
Lundekvam (34), Paul Telfer (30) 


and Kevin Phillips (30) made the 
most appearances. 

Alan Blayney (1), Kenwyne 
Jones (2), Leandre Griffit (2), 
Leon Best (3) and Yoann Folly (3) 
made the fewest. 

2005/06 

Saints used a staggering total of 
41 players this season - the most 
in the club’s history. 

George Burley was forced to 
totally change things around fol¬ 
lowing Harry Redknapp’s return 
to Fratton Park, hence the huge 
turnover in the squad.. 


Danny Higginbotham (37), 
Claus Lundekvam (34) and Ken¬ 
wyne Jones (34) made most league 
appearances, while David Mc- 
Goldrick (1), Gareth Bale (2) and 
Yoann Folly (2) made the fewest. 

2006/07 

Chris Baird made the most 
league appearances (44) as George 
Burley used 29 players in all com¬ 
petitions. 

All of them played in the league 
with the exception of Marcelo 
Sarmiento. 

Adam Lallana, Ricardo Fuller 


and Martin Cranie all appeared 
just once. 

2007/08 

A tough season for Saints saw 
bosses George Burley and Nigel 
Pearson - plus caretakers Jason 
Dodd and John Gorman - use 37 
players in all competitions. 

All of them appeared in the 
league, led by Stern John (40), An¬ 
drew Surman (40), Jhon Viafara 
(40) and Bradley Wright-Phillips. 

Four only appeared once - 
Bartosz Bialkowski, Stephen 
O’Halloran, Ian Pearce and Ce- 
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the most Saints? 



Florin Gardos, 
below, was the 
30th player to 
appear for Saints 
this season. 


dric Boseya. 

2008/09 

Jan Poortvliet and Mark Wotte 
used 36 players in a miserable 
season, with all but two of them 
appearing in the Championship 
relegation term. 

Kelvin Davis and David McGol- 
drick appeared in all 46 league 
matches, while Andrew Surman 
missed just two and Lloyd James 
three. 

Bartosz Bialkowski and Wayne 
Thomas were the only two to play 
in a cup tie but not in the league. 


Jamie White (3), Michael Sven- 
sson (4) and Lee Molyneux (4) 
appeared in the fewest league 
games. 

2009/10 

Alan Pardew used 35 players in 
Saints’ first League 1 season - and 
no St Mary’s boss has used more 
since. 

All 35 appeared in the league, 
five players appearing in over 40 
of the 46 matches - Rickie Lam¬ 
bert (45), Adam Lallana (44), Dan 
Harding (42), Dean Hammond (40) 
and Kelvin Davis. 


Callum McNish only appeared 
in one game while Alex Oxlade- 
Chamberlain, Oily Lancashire 
and Simon Gillett played in only 
two. 

2010/11 

Kelvin Davis appeared in all 46 
games as Saints won automatic 
promotion from League 1. Rickie 
Lambert only missed one game 
and Jose Fonte missed three. 

In all, 28 players were used in all 
competitions with only goalkeep¬ 
er Bartosz Bialkowski appearing 
in a cup tie but not in the league. 


Paul Wotton, Joseph Mills and 
Nicholas Bignall appeared just 
twice each in the league. 

2011/12 

Jack Cork was the only Saint 
to appear in all 46 league games 
as Nigel Adkins used 27 players 
in the Championship promotion 
season. Kelvin Davis missed just 
one match while Morgan Schnei- 
derlin, Jose Fonte and Guly ap¬ 
peared in 42. 

Six players just appeared in 
a cup tie - James Ward-Prowse, 
Luke Shaw, Ryan Dickson, 

Ryan Doble, Sam Hoskins and 
Jack Stephens. 

2012/13 

Rickie Lambert was the only 
player to appear in all 38 Premier 
League games, as Nigel Adkins 
and Mauricio Pochettino used 33 
players between them. 

Morgan Schneiderlin appeared 
in 36 league games, Jay Rodriguez 
35 and Nathaniel Clyne 34. 

Eight players only appeared 
in a cup tie - Danny Butterfield, 
Calum Chambers, Tadanari Lee, 

Dean Hammond, Sam Hoskins, 
Danny Seaborne, Andy Robinson 
and Lloyd Isgrove. 

2013/14 

Adam Lallana was Saints’ only 
ever present as Mauricio Pochet¬ 
tino used 24 players in the league 
and 30 in all competitions. 

Rickie Lambert missed only 
one league game, Jose Fonte only 
missed two, and Luke Shaw only 
missed three. 

Lloyd Isgrove, Tadanari Lee, 
Emmanuel Mayuka, Sam Mc¬ 
Queen, Jake Sinclair and Omar 
Rowe only appeared in the cups. 

2014/15 

Graziano Pelle was Saints’ only 
ever present in the league as Ron¬ 
ald Koeman used 29 players in his 
first season at St Mary’s. All those 
players appeared in the league. 
Jose Fonte again missed just one 
game while Nathaniel Clyne only 
missed three. 

Five players made just a soli¬ 
tary league appearance - Dominic 
Gape, Lloyd Isgrove, Jason Mc¬ 
Carthy, Gaston Ramirez and Ryan 
Seager. 

2015/16 

Ronald Koeman used 26 play¬ 
ers - all of which appeared in the 
league. Jose Fonte appeared in 
all but one of the club’s 38 league 
games, while Virgil Van Dijk 
missed just the first four. 

Three players appeared in just 
one league game - veteran keeper 
Kelvin Davis, young midfielder 
Harrison Reed and one-time re¬ 
cord signing Gaston Ramirez. 


Heat of the 
moment 

front facing page 

Matos was disqualified 
from the +80kg bronze medal 
bout and after a heated 
exchange on the mat, pushed 
the match referee and then 
kicked out at Chelbat before 
being dragged away. 

MARIA BEATRICE 
BENVENUTI-BRUNO 
ANDRES DOGLIOLI 

Argentinian rugby player 
Bruno Andres Doglioli was 
suspended by his club and 
earned himself a three-year 
ban when he inexplicably 
tackled referee Maria 
Beatrice Benvenuti, who 
was facing in the opposite 
direction, while playing for 
Vicenza against Valsugana in 
Italy in 2016. Benvenuti gave 
Doglioli a yellow card and 
completed the game, but was 
later treated in hospital for 
whiplash. 

ANDREW McDOUGALL- 
DAVID NALBANDIAN 

David Nalbandian’s 


frustration got the better of 
him during the final of the 



David Prutton and Alan Wiley 


2012 Aegon Championships 
final at Queen’s against 
Marin Cilic. 

The Argentinian kicked 
out at an advertising panel 
in front of line judge Andrew 
McDougall’s seat, cutting the 
official’s shin and landing 
himself a £6,400 fine and 
the loss of his £36,500 prize 
money. 

DAVID PRUTTON-ALAN 
WILEY 

Saints midfielder Prutton 
was banned for a whopping 
10 games and fined £6,000 by 
the FA after admitting two 
charges of improper conduct 
in March 2005. Prutton 
shoved referee Alan Wiley 
while he was being sent off 
during Saints’ 1-1 Premier 
League draw against Arsenal 
at St Mary’s. Prutton, who 
had been dismissed for two 
yellow cards in a game where 
Arsenal’s Robin van Persie 
was also sent off, missed 
virtually the rest of the 
season, only returning from 
suspension for the last game 
of 2004/05. 
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Denis Shapovalov became 
the latest player to make 
headlines with their on- 
court behaviour rather than 
the quality of their tennis 
by hitting umpire Arnaud 
Gabas in the eye with a 
wildly-struck ball and being 
defaulted during Canada’s 
Davis Cup clash with Great 
Britain. 

The 17-year-old’s actions 
were all the more costly as 
it was the deciding rubber 
and handed victory to Great 
Britain. 

Tennis has seen its fair 
share of moments of anger 
and controversy. Here, the 
Sports Pink picks out five 
previous offenders. 

DAVID NALBANDIAN 

The closest recent example 
to Shapovalov’s moment 
of shame was that of 
Argentinian Nalbandian 
during the final at Queen’s 
Club in 2012. 

Having won the first 
set against Marin Cilic, 
Nalbandian reacted to 
having his serve broken in 



David Nalbandian has just 
been disqualified from the 
AEGON Championship final at 
Queen's Club in 2012. 

the second set by kicking 
an advertising hoarding 
that was in front of the 
chair of line judge Andrew 
McDougall. 

The plywood board came 
off its hinges and ploughed 
straight in to McDougall’s 
shin, causing an inch-long 
cut. 

Nalbandian was defaulted 
and, as well as forfeiting his 
prize money and ranking 
points, was fined 10,000 US 
dollars 

JEFF TARANGO 

The American was 
always highly strung but at 
Wimbledon 1995 this reached 
new levels. After being 
annoyed by a serve being 
called out, Tarango told the 
barracking crowd to shut up. 
Umpire Bruno Rebeuh issued 
a code violation, prompting 
Tarango to storm off court 
- defaulting the match - and 
accuse the official of being 
corrupt. Tarango’s wife 
Benedicte then slapped 
Rebeuh across the face. Cont 
on facing page 


Puel: Is it really 


HOW much blame should be at¬ 
tached to Claude Puel for Saints’ 
recent league woes has been the 
subject of fierce debate this week. 

The Daily Echo published a sto¬ 
ry online with quotes from long¬ 
standing fan Nick Illingsworth 
saying it is unfair to heap all the 
blame on the manager - pointing 
to the club’s lengthy injury list 
and the fact executive director of 
football Les Reed had adequately 
failed to plug the holes that exist 
in the squad. 

Here are a selection of the com¬ 
ments. Log onto dailyecho.co.uk 
to join the debates. 

I’m a huge backer of Claude and 
agree with Nick completely. How¬ 
ever, we have to be balanced and 
say he must take a share of the 
blame. That does not make him 
clueless as some fans have sug¬ 
gested or mean he needs to be dis¬ 
respected or sacked, but any man¬ 
ager has to take some blame for 
seven defeats out of eight. That 
said, totally agree - he’s done well 
this season under extremely diffi¬ 
cult circumstances and with little 
backing from the board (who also 
don’t deserve disrespect and who 
have previously done a great job, 
but who have left him short this 
year). 

SaintJD 

I would blame Claude for his 
tactics and the Over-rotation of 
players, change 3 or 4 at a time not 
7 or 8 (even 10 v Arsenal throwing 
that game away). However he is 
still learning about the PL so he 
can change these two failings if 
he is to be a good manager. 

The rest of the blame goes to 
Les Reed for selling both Pelle 
& Mane and not buying another 
striker in the summer, then not 
having a striker lined up on 1st 
Jan but leaving it to the last cou¬ 
ple of hours of the window. Then, 
as if he had learned nothing, he 
makes the same mistake with the 
CB positions by selling Jose and 
not signing a CB when he said he 
would. 

Where I disagree with some 
others is with Charlie Austin. He 
was the much needed cover we 
needed for Pelle, NOT his replace¬ 
ment. 

Austin is not as good as Pelle at 
holding the ball up, not as good in 
the air and is more injury prone. 
He is only on a par at scoring 
which only makes him a standby 
for our first choice striker. 

in that number 

Claude Puel is doing the best 
he can, coping with a spate of in¬ 
juries and the desertion of Jose 
Fonte. He has done great to get us 
to a cup final and deserves much 
credit for it. Most of our fans did 
not believe we would win one leg 
of the semi final against Liver¬ 


Is Claude Puel solely to 
blame for Saints' poor 
run in the league this 
season? 


pool, let alone both legs. Claude 
has definitely proved that his tac¬ 
tics have worked in the EFL Cup. 
He deserves much better luck 
concerning our injured players. 
justaSaintsfan 

No, Puel isn’t to blame for the 
injuries, nor Forster letting in 
some howlers, and we’re not a 
bad side. If we can keep our nerve 
and support the team throughout 
(as the magnificent 3500 did at 
Anfield), we’ll be fine. Lose our 
nerve, it will get through to the 


players & we may struggle. 

TrojanOtter 

Granted bad luck with injuries. 

But what about before we sold 
fonte and vvd got injured. 

Average a goal a game and for 
the most part pure rubbish pos¬ 
session based football - deny the 
opposition the ball - pass it side¬ 
ways and backwards. 

A few games have been differ¬ 
ent and we won those - then he 
goes back to defensive system. 

The style of play and formation 


is down purely to puel and its not 
suddenly going to work. 

He needs to go. 

AndySaint 

The tactics are boring and slow 
- other managers know they can 
get players behind the ball and 
close us out. The rotation has not 
enabled any player cohesion and 
has affected morale (play well and 
I will drop you any way). Injuries 
have not helped I will grant that. 
In short - it is Claude’s fault. 

Puddletown Saint 
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all his fault? 



Les Reed, pictured left 
of picture with Claude 
Puel and Gareth Rogers, 
has been blamed for the 
club's failure to replace the 
players sold last summer. 



Claude Puel has 
suffered badly 
with injuries this 
season, including 
the recent loss of 
talismanic centre 
hslf Virgil Van 
Dijk, left. 


Jose Fonte 
was sold last 
month before 
a replacement 
had been signed 
- something 
Les Reed had 
claimed in late 
December would 
not happen. 



Puel doesn’t change the tactics 
during a game so the good PL 
managers have an easy decision 
each match - keep us pushed back 
in our half playing sideways and 
backwards. I agree Forster is now 
a liability not commanding the 
goal area. Still reckon there is 
a dressing room problem as the 
team doesn’t maintain a 100% 
commitment and can never settle 
down cos of all the chopping and 
changing. 
barrieG 


Don’t keep on highlighting the 
2 legs against Liverpool as justi¬ 
fication for praising Puel. Eve¬ 
rybody is beating Liverpool now, 
so not quite the achievement we 
thought it was. 

The writing has been on the 
wall since the start of the season. 
Stop making excuses. We will stay 
up this year but some drastic ac¬ 
tions need to be taken soon if the 
club has any ambitions at all. 

We are at the tipping point, in¬ 
vest and move forward or we stag¬ 


nate and regress. 

What’s it gonna be board/own¬ 
er? 

Bassett Boy 

Saints were stagnating long 
before Saint Markus set them on 
the right road. We have had seven 
consecutive seasons of reaching 
ever higher. Now our fans expect 
that success to continue every 
season. That is an unrealistic ex¬ 
pectation. The best the club can 
do unless major investment is 
brought in is to maintain a posi¬ 


tion breathing down the necks of 
the big clubs. 

justaSaintsfan 

It clearly is puel’s fault 100%. He 
has taken an energetic exciting 
top 8 team and turned them into 
a dreary boring bottom half team 
in half a season. 

Ian Byrne 

I agree Puel has had bad luck 
with injuries to key players but 
Everyone knew that Austin was 
injury prone so why didn’t they 
go in for a striker in the summer? 
Secondly the Fonte issue has ob¬ 
viously been brewing for a while 
so you would think they would be 
straight out there looking for a re¬ 
placement as soon as the January 
transfer period started! 

However Puel needs to take 
some blame as his boring style of 
football has lost a lot of support, 
and the rotation well enough has 
been said there! 

Personally I will breath a sigh 
of relief if we get to the end of the 
season and are still in the PL. We 
can then regroup and start afresh 
next season. Bottom line apart 
from the league cup final this sea¬ 
son has been a write off! 

Chapperall 

Of course he has been unlucky 
with injuries. 

But who introduced the dia¬ 
mond and who introduced the 
amazing ever changing rotation? 

We are playing this pretty, pret¬ 
ty stuff across the field and have 
lots of possession. We even have a 
high score for attempts. We do not 
convert enough of these and that 
is why we do not win enough. 

Surely, the manager has to bear 
the responsibility. Otherwise, 
Conte and Mourinho do not de¬ 
serve any praise for their achieve¬ 
ments. 

saintbobby 

So it’s not the managers fault? 
And there was I thinking that 
football is a results business. Let¬ 
ting Fonte go was a huge mistake 
and whether or not £8 million was 
a good price his performances 
while he has been playing havn’t 
been bad. We certainly weren’t 
shipping 3 goals a game with him 
and he has to be a better option 
than either JS or Maya. In any 
case as we got a very good price 
for him why did we balk at paying 
a bit over the top for a replace¬ 
ment given that we are now up 
shit creek without a paddle. As 
somebody said earlier the football 
this season has been dire. That is 
purely down to the tactics of the 
manager. So it is almost entirely 
his fault. The results are not good 
enough and when that is the case 
the manager has to go. 

Clever Dick 


from facing page 

|0HN McENROE 

Tennis’ most famous 
outburst was McEnroe’s use 
of the phrase ‘you cannot 
be serious’ during the 1981 
Wimbledon championships. 

Controversy was never far 
from the volatile American. 
In 1984 he was suspended 
for 21 days for exceeding a 
7,500 US dollars limit put on 
fines that had been instigated 
because of his behaviour 
when he demanded of 
an umpire, “Answer the 
question, jerk”. 

McEnroe, meanwhile, was 
thrown out of the Australian 
Open in 1990 for swearing at 
an umpire, the tournament 
supervisor and referee. 

NICK KYRGIOS 

Tennis’ current leading 
bad boy has already had his 
fair share of run-ins with 
the authorities. During a 
match at the Rogers Cup 
in Canada in 2015, Kyrgios 
was caught on TV making 
a slur about his opponent 
Stan Wawrinka’s girlfriend. 
He was fined 10,000 dollars 
and given a suspended ban. 

In October last year, the 



Tim Henman 


Australian was fined 41,500 
dollars and banned for 
eight weeks for ‘lack of best 
efforts’ in a match against 
Mischa Zverev in Shanghai. 

Kyrgios asked the umpire 
to stop proceedings so he 
could “finish the match and 
go home” and engaged in a 
verbal spat with a spectator. 

The suspension was later 
reduced to three tournament 
weeks after he agreed to see a 
sports psychologist. 

TIM HENMAN 

The darling of Wimbledon 
had an inauspicious start to 
his All England Club career 
when he was defaulted 
during a doubles match in 
1995. 

In an incident similar to 
that of Shapovalov, the then 
20-year-old, playing with 
Jeremy Bates, whacked a ball 
in anger across the net and 
accidentally hit a ball girl. 

Ironically, one of the 
beneficiaries of the default 
was Tarango, playing with 
Swede Henrik Holm. 
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Who's next 
to reach ton? 

EX-SAINT Peter Crouch 
recently became the latest 
member of an exclusive 
club when he scored his 
100th Premier League goal 
in Stoke’s 1-1 draw with 
Everton. 

Here the Sports Pink looks 
at the players still playing 
who could join him - and the 
likes of Alan Shearer, Robbie 
Fowler and Andy Cole - as 
part of the 100 club, which 
currently features 25 names. 

ROMELULUKAKU 
(Everton) 76 

The Belgian powerhouse 
has scored 16 of his Premier 
League goals at Everton this 
season, netting 55 for the 
Toffees in total, including a 
loan spell, having moved for 
£28million from Chelsea in 
2014. 

A successful loan at West 
Brom yielded 17 strikes in 
2012-13 but he never scored 
a league goal for Chelsea, 
making just one start despite 
the Blues paying Anderlecht 
£18million in 2011. Still only 
23 years old, few would back 



Romelu Lukaku 


against the striker grabbing 
the 24 goals he needs to reach 
three figures. 

GABRIEL AGBONLAHOR 
(Aston Villa) 74 

There is little chance of 
Agbonlahor, 30, reaching his 
century, given he is now with 
Villa in the Championship. 
He has scored just once in 
the last year, in the league 
against Norwich, and has 
barely played for Villa after a 
series of off-field issues. 

DANIEL STURRIDGE 
(Liverpool) 71 

The England striker 
has shown his finishing 
skills at Manchester City, 
Chelsea, Bolton (loan) and 
Liverpool and, but for his 
well-documented injuries, 
might well have reached 
100 Premier League goals 
already. 

However, he is still only 
27, and Sturridge has time 
on his side providing he 
can shake off his injury 
problems. 

Cont on facing page 
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MANOLO Gabbiadini last week¬ 
end became the eighth Saints 
player to score on their debut for 
the club in a Premier League fix¬ 
ture. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks 
back at all the club’s post-war 
league debut marksmen. 

Bobby Veck 

Netted in a 4-0 home win over 
Swansea Town in September 1946. 

|oe Mallett 

Scored a header to help Saints 
win 3-2 at Plymouth in March 
1947. 

Bill Wrigglesworth 

Finished the scoring in Saints’ 
3-1 home win over Coventry City 
in October 1947. 

lack Edwards 

Grabbed Saints’ consolation in 
a 2-1 home loss to Grimsby in Au¬ 
gust 1948. 

Jimmy McGowan 

Struck after just 11 minutes of 
Saint’ 3-1 home win over Cardiff 
in March 1950. 

Ken Wilkins 


Struck Saints’ consolation in a 
2-1 home loss to Birmingham in 
February 1951. 

Johnny Walker 

Opened the scoring after only 
eight minutes against Luton in 
October 1952, but Saints eventu¬ 
ally lost 3-1. 

Tom McGarrity 

Headed Saints’ opener after 15 
minutes in a 5-1 home win over 
Hull in November 1952. 

John Flood 


Struck after 38 minutes in a 6-1 
home romp against Blackburn in 
April 1953. 

Tommy Mulgrew 

Remarkably scored after just 15 
seconds of his debut, the first goal 
of ten - Saints beating Brentford 
6-4. Also scored a second in the 
41st minute. 

Derek Reeves 

The Poole-born striker netted at 
nearby Dean Court in April 1955, 
giving Saints a 1-1 Third Division 
South draw. 

Jimmy Shields 

Rounded off the scoring in a 3-0 


home win over Bournemouth & 
Boscombe in the 88th minute in 
August 1956. 

Brian Clifton 

Struck twice in a 5-0 home win 
against Brighton in September 
1957. 

Gordon Brown 


Provided Saints’ leveller in a 1-1 
draw with Tranmere in March 
1960. 

George Kirby 

Struck from 25 yards after 15 
minutes to help Saints beat Chel¬ 
sea 2-1 in September 1962. 

John McGuigan 


Scored a diving header on 
the half hour mark as Saints 
thumped Swansea 4-0 at The Dell 
in September 1963. 

Norman Dean 

Pounced for a close range win¬ 
ner in a 4-3 success against Nor¬ 
wich at Carrow Road in Septem¬ 
ber 1965. 



Manolo joins 

By Simon 

Carter Jg‘ 


Manolo Gabbiadini about to rifle his 
debut goal for Saints last weekend. 
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exclusive club 
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Nathan Redmond 
celebrates his debut 
goal against Watford 
last August. 


Introduced as an 86th minute 
substitute at home to Manchester 
City, the striker promptly scored 
with his first touch to complete a 
4-1 Dell victory 

Stuart McManus 

The Scottish striker scored 
after just 23 minutes of his top 
flight debut in March 1986 against 
Queens Park Rangers at Loftus 
Road. Kept his place for the next 
game against Liverpool, but was 
substituted in the second half and 
never played for the first team 
again. 

Colin Clarke 

The Northern Ireland interna¬ 
tional striker became the only 
player in Saints’ post-war history 
to score a hat-trick on his debut. 
Signed from Bournemouth for 
£400,000 after impressing in the 
1986 World Cup finals, Clarke 
bagged a treble in a 5-1 opening 
day hammering of Queens Park 
Rangers at The Dell. 

Gordon Hobson 

Signed from Grimsby for 
£150,000 in November 1986, Hob¬ 
son completed Saints’ 3-1 home 
win over Watford. He swept in a 
rebound after keeper Tony Coton 
could only parry a shot from Hob¬ 
son’s former Grimsby colleague, 
Glenn Cockerill. 

Paul Rideout 

The £430,000 signing from Ital¬ 
ian club Bari took just 36 min¬ 
utes to net on his debut against 
West Ham on the opening day of 
1988/89. 

Taher El Khalej 

The £350,000 signing from Ben- 
fica netted on his debut at Totten¬ 
ham in March 2000. It was not a 
memorable game, though, when 
El Khalej part of a Saints rear¬ 
guard that conceded seven goals. 

Kevin Phillips 

After making a £3.25m switch 
to Saints from Sunderland in the 
summer of 2003, the one-time 
Dell trainee hammered a 25-yard 
goal in an opening day 2-2 draw at 
Leicester. Two goals down inside 
the first 10 minutes, Phillips’ 76th 
minute thunderbolt provided 
Saints with fresh inspiration and 
James Beattie levelled shortly af¬ 
ter. 


Fred Kemp 

Headed in after 35 minutes as 
Saints beat Preston 5-2 in Novem¬ 
ber 1965. 

David Webb 

The centre half scored from a 
corner in a 1-1 draw with Wolves 
at Molineux in March 1966. 


Mick Channon 

The 17-year-old celebrated his 
first start by scoring after 33 min¬ 
utes in a 2-2 draw with Bristol 
City in April 1966. 

Bobby Stokes 

The man who scored Saints’ 
most famous goal netted became 


the first to score for the club on 
his top flight debut. 

Stokes took just 14 minutes 
of his debut against Burnley in 
April 1969 to open the scoring 
from a Mick Judd cross. 

Stokes scored from another 
header 11 minutes later as Saints 
romped to a 5-1 Dell success. 

Steve Moran 


Leandre Griffit 

The Frenchman was introduced 
as a late sub against Blackburn 
at St Mary’s in October 2003, and 
curled home Saints’ second goal 
in a 2-0 victory. 

Henri Camara 

continued on page 26 


from facing page 
Sturridge has so far scored 
45 league goals for Liverpool, 
eight for Bolton, 13 for 
Chelsea and five for City. 

But only two Premier 
League goals for the Reds 
this season means he could 
fall down the list as the 
players below catch him. 

OLIVIER GIROUD 
(ARSENAL) 64 

The 30-year-old has not 
always been the most popular 
striker at Arsenal but he has 
still plundered 64 goals in his 
four-and-a-half years at the 
Emirates. 

He has perhaps played 
second fiddle to Alexis 
Sanchez this season but has 
still netted seven Premier 
League goals to up his total - 
including his scorpion kick 
against Crystal Palace. 

Giroud is also just eight 
goals away from reaching 
his Gunners century overall, 
which would put him on 
another esteemed list. 


THEO WALCOTT 
(ARSENAL) 63 
There have been arguments 
the 27-year-old has not 
fulfilled his potential since 
moving from Saints in 2006, 
but he boasts an impressive 



Theo Walcott 


record of 99 goals in all 
competitions for Arsenal. 

His 63 league strikes 
have come in 253 top-flight 
appearances which is almost 
exactly a goal every four 
games having played central 
and wide for the Gunners. 

The England international 
has eight league goals this 
term. 

HARRY KANE 
(TOTTENHAM) 62 

At just 23, Kane is expected 
to reach his Premier League 
ton comfortably with his 
62 strikes coming in just 
101 league appearances for 
Spurs. 

He has 13 league goals this 
term, coming off the back 
of a Golden Boot-winning 25 
last season and 21 the year 
before having only scored 
his first top-flight goal under 
three years ago. 

Loan spells at Millwall, 
Norwich and Leicester 
helped improve him as a 
player and he is now one of 
the most deadly strikers in 
the Premier League. 
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GBdigdeep Robertson: Ref said sorry for missed handball 

for Fed win 


JOHANNA Konta, pictured 
and Heather Watson came 
from a set down in the 
final-match decider as 
Great Britain kept alive 
their Fed Cup promotion 
hopes with a dramatic 
play-off victory over 
Croatia. 

The British pair recorded 
a 4-6 6-4 6-3 success against 
Ana Konjuh and Donna 
Vekic in the doubles 
after a surprise defeat 
for Konta left the teams 
level following the singles 
matches. 

Victory in Tallinn means 
Anne Keothavong’s team 
progress to a further 
play-off in April, which 
could see them reach 
the competition’s second 
tier - World Group II - for 
the first time in almost a 
quarter of a century. 

Britain had the perfect 
start on Saturday and 
looked like they might 



wrap up the contest in 
the singles when Watson 
began by comfortably 
beating Vekic in straight 
sets, 6-2 6-4. But world 
number 10 Konta, ranked 
27 places higher than her 
opponent, was beaten 4-6 
3-6 by talented 19-year-old 
Konjuh to send the tie into 
a winner-takes-all rubber. 

Konta and Watson 
endured the worst possible 
start to the final match 
as the Croatians secured 
a double break to lead 
3-0 and, despite some 
resistance, they eventually 
lost the first set 6-4. 

Australian Open quarter- 
finalist Konta then caused 
some consternation by 
receiving treatment to 
her left ankle early in the 
second but she shrugged 
off the minor problem to 
help restore parity and 
force a deciding set. 

Konta dropped the 
opening service game 
of the the third, double- 
faulting to give the 
Croatians an early 
advantage, but the next 
three games also went 
against the serve to leave it 
tied at 2-2 with the tension 
mounting. The British duo 
then finally put daylight 
between themselves and 
their opponents to wrap up 
victory and continue their 
quest to gain promotion 
from Euro/Africa Zone 
Group I. 



Referee Mark Clattenburg 


from page 25 

Harry Redknapp’s January 
transfer window loan signing 
from Wolves struck on his debut, 
after being introduced as a half¬ 
time sub, but Saints still went 
down 2-1 at Birmingham City in 
early February 2005. 

Bradley Wright-Phillips 

After being signed for £750,000 
from Manchester City in the sum¬ 
mer of 1986, Wright-Phillips, on 
as a second half sub, struck in 
a 2-2 opening day draw at Derby 
County. 

Iordan Robertson 

The Sheffield United loanee net¬ 
ted a stunner from 25 yards on his 
Saints debut in September 2008, 
a 2-0 home victory over Norwich. 
It was the only goal of his Saints 
career and both clubs were rel¬ 
egated to League 1 at the end of 
the season. 

Alex Pearce 

The on-loan Reading defender 
kickstarted Saints’ recovery at 
Preston in November 2008. Two 
goals down at the time, Pearce’s 
goal gave Jan Poortvliet’s side a 
lifeline and David McGoldrick’s 
late goal gave the visitors a dra¬ 
matic 3-2 success, 

Rickie Lambert 

Having scored on his competi¬ 
tive debut for Saints in a League 
Cup win over Northampton Town, 
Lambert netted on his league de¬ 
but a few days later - a thumping 
header which was Saints’ conso¬ 
lation in a 3-1 defeat. He was to 
end with 106 league goals in 207 
appearances for the club. 

David Connolly 

The former Republic of Ireland 
international came off the bench 
to celebrate his debut with the 
final goal in Saints’ 3-1 League 1 
win at Oldham in October 2009. 


DEFENDER Andy Robertson 
said referee Mark Clattenburg 
apologised to Hull’s players 
for allowing Alexis Sanchez’s 
controversial opener in the 2-0 
defeat at Arsenal. 

Chile international Sanchez 
clearly handled the ball into 
the net in the 34th minute at 
the Emirates Stadium before 
sealing victory from the 
penalty spot in time added 
on after Tigers midfielder 
Sam Clucas was sent off for 
handling on the line. 

‘’Yeah, it was handball,” 


Steven Davis 

Just three minutes after com¬ 
ing on for his debut, following 
a £750,000 summer move from 
Glasgow Rangers, the Northern 
Ireland international midfielder 
netted at Manchester City. Saints 
led 2-1 but lost 3-2 to the reigning 
champions. 

Charlie Austin 


Robertson told Sky Sports 1. 
‘’When we came out at half¬ 
time, the referee’s apologised 
to us and said there was 
handball so he’s obviously 
looked at it at half-time and 
seen he was in the wrong. 

‘’It happened so quick that 
it’s a tough one for the ref, 
you’ve got to kind of feel 
sorry for him and that, but 
at the end of the day those 
decisions don’t really go for 
you when you come to these 
big stadiums and that’s killed 
us at the end of the day 


Introduced as a second half sub 
at Old Trafford, Saints’ new £4m 
signing headed his side’s 87tj min¬ 
ute winner from a James Ward- 
Prowse corner in January 2016. 

Nathan Redmond 

Celebrated his Saints debut, 
following an £llm summer move 
from Norwich, with the leveller 
in a 1-1 opening day draw with 


because if we go in 0-0 at half¬ 
time I think we would have 
come away with some points. 

‘’He says he wasn’t 100 per 
cent sure. Obviously we can 
argue then that he shouldn’t 
have given the goal if he 
wasn’t sure but I think he 
argued it the other way that if 
he wasn’t sure then he had to 
give the goal. 

‘’That’s the explanation he 
gave us, obviously not many 
referees admit they’re wrong 
so it’s good but it doesn’t make 
it any better.” 


Watford. 

Manolo Gabbiadini 

The £14m deadline day signing 
hammered a left-footed shot off 
the crossbar and in from a tight 
angle to give Saints an early lead 
against West Ham. In doing so, 
he became the fourth member of 
Claude Puel’s squad to score on 
their PL debut for the club. 


Debut goal stars 



Alex Pearce scores on his Saints debut at Preston in 2008. 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£ 23,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 

^ - ****** I prizes of £15 each week 

■ (■■■■I nearesi 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

m I II II I VtlicC 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

ftp § ■■■■■■■ IMI . 00 10 for Dorset Echo 

HI vki I ptlZOin 1° f ? r .Sunday Independent 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


F IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the South¬ 
ampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-clear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week’s 
jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 


RESULTS 



Winners 


Competition number S06 


JACKPOT WINNER NO WINNER 

CONGRATULATIONS 

P Brown Poole Dorset 
who wins the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


A Alderson 

Southampton, Hants 

C Lock 

Everton, Hants 

J Allison 

Eastleigh, Hants 

P McWilliams 

Southampton, Hants 

B Bartlett 

Southampton, Hants 

M O’Connor 

Southampton, Hants 

A Cook 

Southampton, Hants 

J O’Donnell 

Fordingbridge, Hants 

B Dixon 

Hythe, Hants 

J O’Neill 

New Milton, Hants 

D Fisher 

Chandlers Ford, Hants 

M Reid 

Southampton, Hants 

J Franklin 

Southampton, Hants 

A Taylor 

Cowes, IOW 

B Harris 

Southampton, Hants 

G Viney 

Eastleigh, Hants 

J Jefferies 

Southampton, Hants 

J Wiseman 

Southampton, Hants 

P Kneller 

Southampton, Hants 

J Young 

Hythe, Hants 

Rules 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 450 per coupon. Coupons with 451 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2 . Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed '& Co.’ Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6 . The Editor’s decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8 . Address entries to FTB, Newspaper House, 
Test Lane, Southampton, SOI 6 9JX in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to www.dailyecho. 
co.uk/promotions/rules, www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 14. If you pay by cheque 
your prize money will be paid to you once cheque has cleared. 



competitor whose cross is nearest 
to the centre of the ball when there 
is no jackpot winner. 

When a jackpot has been won 
the next week’s prize reverts back 
to £5,000 and the nearest-miss 
prize stays at £1,000. 

If the Jackpot is not won after 46 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out and the jackpot will 
remain at £50,000 each week until 
there is a jackpot winner, then the 
jackpot starts again at £5,000, with 
the nearest miss prize remaining at 
£1,000 each week. 

If there is more than one winner 
the jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize 
will also be shared. 


SAVE 

POSTAGE 

For your 
convenience 
coupons may be 
posted in our 
FIND THE BALL 
collecting boxes 
located at selected 
newsagents and all 
branch offices 

Deadlines for brancti 
office collection boxes are 
as follows: 

Bournemouth Echo 
12 noon Tuesday 
Southern Daily Echo 
l2noon Tuesday 
DoreetEcho 
Ctosng ume Monday 

Deadlines for selected 
newsagents collection 
boxes as listed in: 

Bournemouth Echo 
dosing time Monday 
Southern Daily Echo 
10.00 am Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Closing time Monday 


Please use black/blue ink and capitals 

t,tle n mr n mrs n miss n ms 

FIRST NAME 


11 February 2017 


□ 


SURNAME 

ADDRESS 


□ 


POSTCODE _ 

DAYTIME 

TELEPHONE _ 

I enclose cash/cheque/postal order Value £’s 


B07 


L On 

□ 


On what day(s) do you purchase the Daily Echo? 

MON □ TUE □ WED □ THURS □ FRI 


Do you have the paper 
home delivered? 

□ SAT □ YES □ NO 


□ 


□ 


□ 
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FIND YOUR 


* WMJUMTDSai * 

*¥ V* 

Just Hampshire 
Introductions 

Personal, caring and confidential 

Meet your 'someone special' 
for companionship or 
something more 

Genuine, unique and discreet 
service with clients aged from 
20 to 95 

Countless Testimonials 

Call Tasha Today 
07947 538141 

www.justintroductionsgroup.co.uk 





Also a Games Workshop and Hornby/ 
Scalextic spares centre Radio Control 
Range Now Available 



7/9 High Street, 
Eastleigh SO50 5LB 
www.acmodelseastleigh.co.uk 
www.acmodelsspares.co.uk 

02380 610100 


OPEN 5 DAYS A WEEK 
9am - 5pm 

Both shops closed on 
Wednesday & Sunday 




I 


Pv -A Lri 


‘Hove'yp^i alwayl*wanted the kitchen of your dreams 
Justify paying the expensive price tag that comes wifffll^ 

Now you can by just swapping the doors and w©f™tl>p 

Less hassle. Less time. Less cost... 

Free estimating and planning 

Fitted kitchens or replacement doors & worktops 

Huge choice of doors, worktops, sinks, taps & appliances 

Selection of luxury flooring now available /M 


DREAM DOORS 


Home Choose Carpets 


Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from, 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

We can move your furniture and uplift 
and dispose of your old carpets 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

www.home-choose-carpets.com 


NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS 

MENTION THIS ADVERT for your FREE QUOTE 
&/or senior citizen discount 

Call Jane on 02380 274413 


Visit our Showroom: 8 Falkland Court, Falkland Road, 
Chandlers Ford, Eastleigh, S053 3GA- FREE PARKING 


The only place to find and 
have a Funeral by 
Paul Capper is at. 



Independent Funeral 
Directors of Hampshire Ltd 

.... 



• We are truly Independent 
and provide a personal 
and local service 


1 Will option available 
with your plan 


WITH EVERY FUNERAL 
PLAN TAKEN OUT £25* 
IS DONATED TO THE 
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 


Joseph House 

14 Bishopstoke Road 

Eastleigh 

Hampshire SO50 6AE. 

Call 023 80612 444 

info@cappersindependent 

funerals.co.uk 


Golden Charter Ur 

Funeral Plans 



* £25 from the sale of each funeral plan, identified with The Royal p 
British Legion sticker, and where plans are not cancelled, will be !Z 

paid to Royal British Legion Trading Limited, which gives its tax- —! 

able profits to The Royal British Legion (Charity no. 219279) and ui 
Poppyscotland (Scottish Charity No. SC014096). m 




DON'T MISS IT, SALE NOW ON 

SAVE " 50% OFF 

CARPETS, FLOORING, BEDS & BEDROOM 
FURNITURE REDUCED TO CLEAR! 


FAREHAM, 166a Southampton 
Road, (next to Dunelm Mill) 
POM 4QL Tel: 01489 571206 

EASTLEIGH, Parham Drive, 
Boyatt Wood, Industrial Estate, 
SO504NU. Tel: 02380 653600 

www.carpetsandbeds.com 
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Bathroom 

Showroom 


Simply the Best 

Luxury For Less 


Trade & 
Public 


Expert advice from helpful staff 



Furniture Pack (Tap extra) 

£225.00 


Designer radiators 



Quadrant Enclosure 
including tray & waste 

£150.00 




Independent Plumbing Supplies 


Unit 17 & 18, Belgrave Ind. Est, Belgrave Road, 
Portswood, Southampton, SOI7 3EA 


FREE PARKING 

Tel: 02380 679900 


FREE DELIVERY 

All prices exclude VAT 
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SAINTS FIXTURES 2016/17 


August 

Sat 13 Watford (h) 

D 1-1 

1 

Forster 

2 

Cedric+ 

3 

Targett 

4 

Van Dijk 

5 

Yoshida 

6 

Romeu 

7 

Davis 

8 9 

= W-Prowse *Long 

10 11 

Tadic Redmond 1 

12 13 

+Pied =Hojbjerg 

14 

*Austin 

Fri 19 Man Utd (a) 

LI-2 

Forster 

Cedric 

Targett 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu* 

Hjojberg 

Davis= 

Austin 

Long+ Redmond 

+Rodriguez ^Austin 

*Clasie 

Sat 27 Sunderland (h) 

D1-1 

Forster 

Cedric 

Targett 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Hjojberg* 

Davis 

Austin^ 

Tadic+ Redmond 

+Long =Rodriguez 

*W-Prowse 

September 

Sat 10 Arsenal (a) 

LI-2 

Forster 

Cedric 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis 

Clasie* 

Tadic1= Rodriguez+ Redmond 

+Long = W-Prowse 

*Hjojberg 

Thurs 15 Sp Prague (Eur Lge) (h) W 3-0 

Forster 

Martina 

Targett 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu= 

W-Prowse 

Hjojberg Tadic* 

Austin 2+ Long 

+Rodriguez1 = Davis 

‘Redmond 

Sun 18 Swansea (h) 

W1-0 

Forster 

Cedric 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis 

Clasie* 

Tadic= 

Long+ Redmond 

+Hjojberg =Martina 

*Austin1 

Wed 21 C Palace (Lge Cup, H) 

W 2-0 

McCarthy Martina 

Targett 

Yoshida 

Fonte 

W-Prowse 

Reed 

Clasie 

Heskethl* 

Austin1+ Long= 

+Redmond =Tadic 

‘Hjojberg 

Sun 25 West Ham (a) 

W 3-0 

Forster 

Soares+ 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis 

Hojbjerg 

Tadicl* 

Austin1= Redmond 

+Martina =Long * 

'W-Prowse 1 

Thurs 29 Hapoel (Europa Lge) (a) D 0-0 

Forster 

Martina 

Targett 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu W-Prowse 

Clasie 

Hesketh+ 

Long Redmond= 

+Tadic = Hjojberg 



October 


Sun 2 Leicester (a) 

D 0-0 

Forster Soares+ Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis Hojbjerg 

Tadic* 

Austin^ Redmond + Martina =W-Prowse ‘Long 

Sun 16 Burnley (h) 

W 3-1 

Forster Martina 

i Targett+ 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis Clasie 

Tadic 

Austin2= Redmondl* +McQueen =Rodriguez *W-Pr 

Thurs 20 Inter (Europa Lge, a) 

L 0-1 

Forster Martina 

i McQueen 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

W-Pr Hojbjerg 

Tadic* 

Long+ Rodriguez= +Austin =Davis ‘Boufal 

Sun 23 Man City (a) 

D 1-1 

Forster Martina 

McQueen 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis Clasie+ 

Tadic* 

Austin= Redmondl +Hojbjerg =W-Prowse * Boufal 

Wed 26 Sunderland (Lge Cup, h) W 1-0 

McCarthy Stephens McQueen 

Yoshida 

Fonte 

Reed + 

W-Prowse Boufall 

lsgrove= 

Hojbjerg Rodrigeuz* +Clasie =Redmond 

Sun 30 Chelsea (h) 

L 0-2 

Forster Martina 

Bertrand+ 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis Clasie* 

Tadic= 

Austin Redmond +McQueen =Hojbjerg ‘Boufal 

November 











Thurs 3 Inter (Europa Lge) (h) 

W 2-1 

Forster Martina 

McQueen 

Van Dijkl 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

W-Prowse Hojbjerg 

Tadic+ 

Rodriguez= 

Redmond +Davis =Austin 

Sat 6 Hull (a) 

LI-2 

Forster Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis Clasie= 

Tadic+ 

Austinl 

Redmond* +Boufal =Rodriguez *JWP 

Sat 19 Liverpool (h) 

D 0-0 

Forster Cedric 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis Hojbjerg+ 

Boufal= 

Austin* 

Redmond + Reed =Long ‘Rodriguez 

Thur 24 Sp Prague (Eur Lge, a) 

L 0-1 

Forster Martina 

McQueen 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Clasie+ 

W-Prowse Hojbjerg= 

Long 

Rodriguez* 

Redmond +Austin =Boufal ‘Romeu 

Sun 27 Everton (h) 

W1-0 

Forster Cedric 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

W-Prowse Hojbjerg 

Sims+ 

Austin1 = 

Redmond* +McQueen =Long ‘Clasie 

Wed 30 Arsenal (League Cup, a) W 2-0 

Forster Martina 

Bertrandl 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Clasiel 

Davis Reed+ 

Boufah 

Long 

McQueen +Hojbjerg =Sims 

December 











Sat 3 Crystal Palace (a) 

L 0-3 

Forster Cedric 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

W-Prowse Hojbjerg+ 

Boufal 

= Austin* 

Redmond +Sims =Long ‘McQueen 

Thurs 8 Hapoel (Europa Lge, h) 

D1-1 

Forster Cedric 

Bernard 

Van Dijkl 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

Davis Hojbjerg+ 

Sims* 

Austin= 

Redmond + W-Prowse =Long ‘Tadic 

Sun 11 Middlesbrough (h) 

W1-0 

Forster Martina 

McQueen 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

W-Prowse Clasie+ 

Boufall = 

Rodriguez 

Tadic* +Long =Davis ‘Redmond 

Wed 14 Stoke (a) 

D 0-0 

Forster Martina* 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

W-Prowse Davis 

Boufal 

Long+ 

Redmond= +Rodriguez =Tadic ‘McQueen 

Sun 18 Bournemouth (a) 

W 3-1 

Forster Soares 

Bertrandl 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Reed+ 

Hojbjerg Clasie 

Boufal* 

Rodriguez2= 

Redmond +Davis = Long * Tadic 

Wed 28 Tottenham (h) 

LI-4 

Forster Soares 

Bertrand 

Van Dijkl 

Fonte 

Romeu 

W-Prowse Davis+ 

Boufal= 

Rodriguez* 

Redmond +Long = Hojbjerg ‘Tadic 

Sat 31 West Brom (h) 

LI-2 

Forster Martina+ 

McQueen 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

Hojbjerg= Davis 

Boufal 

Longl 

Tadic* +W-Prowse =Rodriguez ‘Sims 

January 











Mon 2 Everton (a) 

L 0-3 

Forster Soares+ 

McQueen 

Yoshida 

Fonte 

Romeu 

J W-Prowse Clasie= 

Tadic* 

Rodriguez 

Redmond +Stephens =Long ‘Boufal 

Sat 7 Norwich (FAC, a) 

D 2-2 

Lewis Stephens 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Reed+ 

J W-Prowse Hojbjerg 

Tadic 

Long= 

Sims* +Romeu =Rodriguez ‘Redmond 

Wed 11 Liverpool (LC, h) 

W1-0 

Forster Soares 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

Clasie= Davis+ 

Tadic 

Rodriguez* 

Redmondl +W-Prowse =Hojbjerg ‘Long 

Sat 14 Burnley (a) 

L 0-1 

Forster Soares 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

J W-Prowse Hojbjerg 

Tadic+ 

Long 

Redmond= +Rodriguez =Sims 

Wed 18 Norwich (FAC, h) 

W1-0 

Lewis Martina 

McQueen 

Stephens 

Yoshida 

Reed+ 

J W-Prowse Clasie 

Sims 

Longl 

Rodriguez= +Romeu =Redmond 

Sat 21 Leicester (h) 

W 3-0 

Forster Soares 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida+ 

Romeu 

J W-Prowsel Hojbjerg 1 

= Tadicl 

Rodriguezl* 

Redmond +Stephens =Clasie ‘Long 

Wed 25 Liverpool (LC, a) 

W1-0 

Forster Soares 

Bertrand 

Stephens 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

J W-Prowse= Davis 

Tadic 

Rodriguez+ 

Redmond* +Long =Hojbjerg ‘Sims 

Sat 28 Arsenal (FAC) (h) 

L 0-5 

Lewis Martina 

McQueen 

Stephens 

Gardos 

Reed 

Clasie Hojbjerg 

Sims 

Long = 

lsgrove+ +Tadic =Redmond 

Tues 31 Swansea (a) 

LI-2 

Forster Soares 

Bertrand 

Stephens 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

Clasie Davis 

Tadic+ 

Longl 

Redmond= +Boufal =McQueen 

February 











Sat 4 West Ham (h) 

LI-3 

Forster Soares 

Bertrand 

Stephens 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

J W-Proswse Davis 

Gabbiadinil Boufal+ 

Rodriguez= +Long =Redmond 


Sat 11 Sunderland (a) 

Sun 26 Man Utd (LC final) (n) 

March 

Sat 4 Watford (a) 

Sat 11 Man Utd (h) 

Sat 18 Tottenham (a) 

April 

Sat 1 Bournemouth (h) 

Wed 5 Crystal Palace (h) 

Sat 8 West Brom (a) 

Sat 15 Man City (h) 

Sat 22 Chelsea (a) 

Sat 29 Hull (h) 

May 

Sat 6 Liverpool (a) 

Sat 13 Middlesbrough (a) 

Sun 21 Stoke (h) 
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PINK 



NON LEAGUE FOOTBALL 


EASTLEIGH 


NATIONAL LEAGUE 

August 

6 Guiseley (H) 

W2-1 

9 Braintree (A) 

D1-1 

13 Tranmere (A) 

LI-2 

16 Dover (H) 

L2-4 

20 Wrexham (A) 

D 0-0 

27 Solihull Moors (H) 

W2-0 

29 Bromley (A) 

W5-0 

September 

3 North Ferriby (H) 

W2-0 

10 Southport (H) 

D1-1 

13 Forest Green (A) 

D1-1 

17 Macclesfield (A) 

W1-0 

24 Sutton (H) 

W2-1 

October 

1 Woking (A) 

D3-3 

4 Maidstone (H) 

W3-0 

8 Dagenham & Red (H) 

L 0-1 

22 Lincoln (A) 

D 0-0 

25 Torquay (H) 

W3-0 

29 Barrow (A) 

L0-4 

November 

12 York (H) 

D1-1 

19 Gateshead (A) 

D2-2 

22 Aldershot (A) 

W1-0 

26 Chester (H) 

L 0-3 

29 Maidstone (A) 

LI-2 

December 

17 Southport (A) 

L3-4 

26 Boreham Wood (H) 

D2-2 

January 

1 Boreham Wood (A) 

W1-0 

10 Forest Green (H) 

D1-1 

21 Sutton (A) 

D1-1 

24 Macclesfield (H) 

PP 

28 Woking (H) 

L 0-1 

February 

11 Guiseley 

(A) 

18 Tranmere 

(H) 

25 Dover 

(A) 

28 Aldershot 

(H) 

March 

4 York 

(A) 

11 Barrow 

(H) 

18 Chester 

(A) 

21 Torquay 

(A) 

25 Gateshead 

(H) 

April 

1 Dagenham & Red 

(A) 

8 Lincoln 

(H) 

14 North Ferriby 

(A) 

17 Bromley 

(H) 

22 Solihull Moors 

(A) 

29 Wrexham 

(H) 


GOSPORTBOROUGH 

NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 


August 


6 Maidenhead United (a) 

L 0-3 

9 Truro City (h) 

W3-1 

13 Eastbourne Borough (H) 

W3-1 

16 Dartford (A) 

D 0-0 

20 East Thurrock United (A) 

LI-5 

27 Bishop's Stortford (H) 

L 0-1 

29 Oxford City (A) 

W2-1 

September 


3 Ebbsfleet United (H) 

W1-0 

6 Hampton & RB (H) 

D1-1 

10 Hungerford Town (A) 

D3-3 

13 Bath City (A) 

04 

24 Margate (H) 

W1-0 

October 


8 St. Albans City (A) 

LI-2 

15 Chelmsford City(H) 

L 0-6 

22 Wealdstone (H) 

LI-3 

29 Hemel Hempstead Tn (A) 

W2-1 

November 


5 Welling United (H) 

D1-1 

12 Weston-super-Mare (A) 

D1-1 

19 Concord Rangers (H) 

L2-5 

December 


3 Whitehawk (A) 

D4-4 

17 Ebbsfleet United (A) 

L 0-2 

26 Poole Town (H) 

L 0-2 

January 


2 Poole Town (A) 

L 0-7 

7 Hungerford Town (A) 

L14 

24 East Thurrock (H) 

LI-5 

28 Maidenhead United (H) 

L 0-2 

February 


11 Dartford 

(H) 

18 Eastbourne Borough 

(A) 

25 Hemel Hempstead Town 

(H) 

March 


4 Wealdstone 

(A) 

11 Margate 

(A) 

18 St. Albans City 

(H) 

21 Bath City 

(H) 

25 Chelmsford City 

(A) 

April 


1 Weston-super-Mare 

(H) 

8 Welling United 

(A) 

14 Bishop's Stortford 

(A) 

17 Oxford City 

(H) 

22 Concord Rangers 

(A) 

29 Whitehawk 

(H) 


POOLE TOWN 


NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 


August 

6 Ebbsfleet United (A) 

L 0-4 

9 Maidenhead United (H) 

W1-0 

13 Bishop's Stortford (H) 

W1-0 

16 Weston-Super-Mare (A) 

D 0-0 

20 Margate (H) 

W1-0 

27 Hemel Hempstead Town (A) W 4-2 

29 Bath City (H) 

W1-0 

September 

3 Wealdstone (A) 

D2-2 

6 St Albans City (A) 

L 0-4 

10 Eastbourne Borough (H) 

D1-1 

13 Truro City (A) 

D 0-0 

24 Welling United (H) 

W2-1 

October 

8 Hampton & Richmond (A) 

W2-0 

15 Oxford City (H) 

LI-3 

22 Hungerford Town (A) 

W1-0 

29 East Thurrock United (H) 

D1-1 

November 

5 Chelmsford City (H) 

W4-0 

12 Concord Rangers (A) 

L2-3 

19 Whitehawk (H) 

W3-1 

December 

3 Dartford (A) 

LI-2 

17 Wealdstone (H) 

D1-1 

26 Gosport Borough (A) 

W2-0 

January 

2 Gosport Borough (H) 

W7-0 

7 Eastbourne Borough (A) 

D 0-0 

14 Margate (A) 

W2-0 

28 Ebbsfleet United (H) 

L 0-2 

February 

4 Maidenhead United (A) 

DM 

7 St Albans (H) 

W1-0 

11 Weston-Super-Mare 

(H) 

18 Bishop's Stortford 

(A) 

25 East Thurrock United 

(A) 

March 

4 Hungerford Town 

(H) 

11 Welling United 

(A) 

18 Hampton & Richmond 

(H) 

21 Truro City 

(H) 

25 Oxford City 

(A) 

April 

1 Concord Rangers 

(H) 

8 Chelmsford City 

(A) 

15 Hemel Hempstead Town 

(H) 

17 Bath City 

(A) 

22 Whitehawk 

(A) 

29 Dartford 

(H) 


AFC TOTTON 


SOUTHERN LEAGUE 

Division 1 South & West 


August 

6 Hereford (H) 

LI-2 

9 Swindon Supermarine (A) 

L 0-1 

13 North Leigh (A) 

W3-2 

16 Larkhall Athletic (H) 

LI-6 

27 Bishops Cleeve (A) 

L2-3 

29 Salisbury (H) 

L 0-4 

September 

10 Evesham United (A) 

D 0-0 

24 Shortwood United (A) 

LI-2 

27 Wimborne Town (H) 

LI-6 

October 

1 Yate Town (H) 

D1-1 

15 Tiverton Town (A) 

L2-3 

22 Slimbridge(H) 

W3-1 

25 Didcot Town (A) 

L2-3 

November 

5 Bridgwater Town (H) 

W2-1 

12 Mangotsfield United (A) 

L 0-3 

19 North Leigh (H) 

L 0-3 

23 Larkhall Athletic (A) 

D 0-0 

26 Hereford (A) 

L 0-5 

29 Swindon Supermarine (H) 

LI-2 

December 

3 Wantage Town (H) 

D2-2 

10 Bideford (A) 

D 0-0 

13 Taunton (H) 

LI-3 

17 Paulton Rovers (H) 

W1-0 

26 Salisbury (A) 

L 0-2 

January 

2 Winchester City (H) 

LI-3 

7 Taunton Town (A) 

L 0-5 

14 Barnstaple Town (H) 

D1-1 

28 Shortwood United (H) 

W2-0 

February 

4 Wimborne Town (A) 

L 0-3 

11 Tiverton Town 

(H) 

18 Yate Town 

(A) 

25 Didcot Town 

(H) 

March 

4 Slimbridge 

(A) 

11 Bridgwater Town 

(A) 

18 Mangotsfield United 

(H) 

25 Wantage Town 

(A) 

April 

1 Bideford 

(H) 

8 Barnstaple Town 

(A) 

15 Bishops Cleeve 

(H) 

17 Winchester City 

(A) 

22 Evesham 

(H) 


SALISBURY 


SOUTHERN LEAGUE 

Division 1 South & West 


August 

6 Evesham Utd (H) 

W1-0 

10 Winchester City (A) 

L24 

13 Taunton Town (A) 

L 1-3 

16 Bishops Cleeve (H) 

W4-1 

27 Mangotsfield United (H) 

W2-1 

29 AFC Totton (A) 

W4-0 

September 

10 Bideford (H) 

D44 

24 Yate Town (A) 

LI-3 

27 Didcot Town (H) 

W3-2 

October 

15 Slimbridge (A) 

LI-2 

18 North Leigh (A) 

L2-3 

22 Barnstaple Town (H) 

W5-0 

November 

5 Larkhall Athletic (A) 

W5-1 

12 Tiverton Town (H) 

LI-2 

19 Taunton Town (H) 

W5-2 

26 Evesham Utd (A) 

L 2-3 

29 Winchester City (H) 

PP 

December 

3 Hereford (A) 

LI-3 

6 Bishops Cleeve (A) 

W5-0 

10 Shortwood Utd (H) 

W1-0 

17 Bridgwater Town (A) 

W3-1 

20 Paulton (A) 

W3-0 

26 AFC Totton (H) 

W2-0 

January 

2 Wimborne Town (A) 

W1-0 

7 North Leigh (H) 

LI-2 

14 Wantage Town (A) 

W1-0 

28 Yate Town (H) 

W4-0 

February 

4 Didcot Town (A) 

W1-0 

11 Slimbridge 

(H) 

18 Swindon Supermarine 

(A) 

25 Paulton Rovers 

(H) 

March 

4 Barnstaple Town 

(A) 

11 Larkhall Athletic 

(H) 

18 Tiverton Town 

(A) 

25 Hereford 

(H) 

April 

1 Shortwood Utd 

(A) 

8 Wantage Town 

(H) 

15 Mangotsfield Utd 

(A) 

17 Wimborne Town 

(H) 

22 Bideford 

(A) 


WINCHESTER 


SOUTHERN LEAGUE 

Division 1 South & West 


August 

6 Slimbridge (A) 

L3-5 

10 Salisbury (H) 

W4-2 

13 Mangotsfield United (H) 

L 0-2 

16 Didcot Town (A) 

L 0-4 

27 Tiverton Town (H) 

L04 

29 Wimborne Town (A) 

D2-2 

September 

10 Hereford (H) 

L 0-2 

24 Bridgwater Town (H) 

W4-1 

27 Wantage Town (A) 

W1-0 

October 

15 Didcot (H) 

W3-1 

18 Shortwood (A) 

LI-2 

22 Taunton Town (A) 

LI-3 

26 Bishops Cleeve (H) 

LI-2 

November 

5 Swindon Supermarine (A) 

W2-0 

16 North Leigh (H) 

LI-2 

19 Mangotsfield United (A) 

A-A 

29 Salisbury (A) 

PP 

December 

3 Barnstaple Town (A) 

W3-1 

10 Paulton Rovers (H) 

W3-1 

14 Yate (H) 

W 1-0 

17 Bideford (A) 

W2-1 

21 Slimbridge (H) 

W7-0 

26 Wimborne Town (H) 

L 0-1 

January 

2 AFC Totton (A) 

W3-1 

7 Shortwood Utd (H) 

W43 

11 Evesham (A) 

LI-3 

14 Larkhall Athletic (A) 

W2-1 

28 Bridgwater Town (A) 

W1-0 

February 

4 Wantage Town (H) 

W3-0 

11 North Leigh 

(A) 

18 Evesham Utd 

(H) 

25 Bishops Cleeve 

(A) 

March 

4 Taunton Town 

(H) 

11 Swindon Supermarine 

(H) 

18 Yate Town 

(A) 

25 Barnstaple Town 

(H) 

April 

1 Paulton Rovers 

(A) 

8 Larkhall Athletic 

(H) 

15 Tiverton Town 

(A) 

17 AFC Totton 

(H) 

22 Hereford 

(A) 
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1.6 L petrol 


Leather interior 


FREE SERV C NGUNT L 2020 


YEARS 


FREE 


SERVICING 


KORANDO 

£16.250* 


£2.950 


Think Cars Ltd 

Bransgore Garage, Ringwood Road, Bransgore, BH23 8JQ 


SsangYong 


Est. Korea 1954 


YEAR 

LIMITLESS 

MILEAGE 

WARRANTY 


ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a 
decade Cloudy2Clear 
windows have become 
a leading company 
for glass replacement. 
Issues with double 
glazing can often be 
gradual and may only 
be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A 
failed glass unit may 
no longer provide you 
with the protection 
you need or be energy 
efficient. Why not spend 
a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you 
have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now 
you can avoid these 
problems. 

Now, you may think 


you need to replace the 
whole window including 
the frames and all the 
hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost 
saving solution... Just 
replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just 
visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 
61 21118. We will 
send out our highly 
experienced engineers 
for a free no obligation 
quote. A Cloudy2Clear 
quote takes on average 
no longer than 20 
minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will 
sit down with you and 
explain the problem and 


tell you how we can fix it. 
With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a 
wealth of knowledge 
and are recognised as a 
Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed 
by an industry leading 
25 year guarantee. 
Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks 
handles and hinges on all 
windows and doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is Justin Friel and he 
services the Southampton 
& surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows 
are steamed up, broken 
or damaged give Justin a 
call for a free quotation 
on 0800 61 21 118. 


U 

Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer Than 
20 MINS!!! 





Solent Motor Homes Ltd 
5 Upton Road, Poole, Dorset BH17 7AA 
Telephone: 01202 801705 
Email: sales@solentmotorhomes.co.uk 


The UK’s largest ROLLER TEAM dealer, 
12 new models to choose from for 2017 




ROLLER TEAM 


S0LENTIV101 IRHOMES 


www. solentmotorhomes. co .uk 
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BETTER THAN SALE PRICES? 


Everyone is different and so are our sofas. 

That’s why you’ll find one perfect for you. 

Our design and development factory keeps the quality high and the prices low. 
Lower than sale prices? They’re Fabb prices. And there’s even a free 15 year guarantee. 
Visit the newest, fabbest sofa store in the area and kiss goodbye to paying over 

the odds for exclusive designer sofas. 



Map 

wsmm 


itsis 

tips 




The Zanzibar 3 seater sofa with scatter cushions included in the price. Spice up your living 
space with this stunning sofa in soft animal print fabric. £699. Normal price £799. Save £100. 


sofas 


Tke, ov^ evej rvgv^ S &p5 


Come see our great new store! 


FABB SOFAS, HEDGE END RETAIL PARK, CHARLES WATTS WAY, HEDGE END, SOUTHAMPTON. SO30 4RT 

OPENING HOURS MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-8PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 10.30AM-5PM (10.30-11AM VIEWING) 

Telephone: 01489 789198 Online: www.fabbsofas.com 


Normal price effective after 27th February 2017.15 year guarantee applies to frames and frame springs. 
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High Bridge 
books place 
at festival 

HIGH Bridge booked his 
ticket to next month’s 
Cheltenham Festival with 
an impressive display in 
the Read Paul Nicholls 
Exclusively At Betfair 
Novices’ Hurdle at 
Newbury 

Always kept front rank 
by Alex Ferguson in the 
extended two-mile prize, 
the even money shot 
pulled clear over the 
final flight to fend off the 
staying-on Azzerti by two 
and a quarter lengths to 
maintain his unbeaten 
record over hurdles. 

Following the race, the 
winner was cut from 20-1 
into 14-1 for the Supreme 
by Paddy Power, while 
William Hill trimmed him 
from 25-1 into 20-1 for the 
same race 

Winning trainer 
Ben Pauling said: “He 
quickened very nicely off 
terrible ground, but he 
has got plenty toe as he is 
out of a Guineas winner 
(Ameerat). 

“I think a true run two 
miles might suit him very 
well. You only change 
plans for a reason and I 
don’t see any need to do so. 

“I think it would be 
quite brave to go into the 
unknown over two and a 
half. I think the Supreme 
is a bit more open as the 
Neptune looks quite hot.” 

• Tobefair continued 
his rise through the 
ranks when chalking up a 
seventh straight win in the 
Betfair Cash Out Handicap 
Hurdle. 

Despite being given an 
81b hike in the weights 
for his win at Warwick 
last time, the seven-year- 
old showed that was not 
enough to stop him in the 
three-mile affair. 

Although headed by 
Morello Royale over the 
last, the 5-2 favourite 
knuckled down well under 
Trevor Whelan to get back 
up and collect by a length 
and a half. 

Debra Hamer, winning 
trainer, said: “It’s 
unbelieveable. He is so 
laid back and such an easy 
horse to train. 

“He saves all his energy 
for the races. 

“He only beats what he 
needs to beat on the day 
and you can’t ask any more 
than that. 

“We will see how he is 
after this race as it was a 
hard race in ground like 
that. 

“He does get over his 
races very well, but we will 
take it one race at a time.” 


Peter Symonds in 
line for the double 



By Mike 

Vimpany 


PETER Symonds are lining up 
a potential Hampshire Colleges 
League and Cup double. 

Having taken a major step to¬ 
wards retaining last year’s title 
with a 5-3 midweek win over Bar¬ 
ton Peveril, they trounced Farn- 
borough 5-1 yesterday to clinch 
their Peter Munro Cup final place. 

They will line up against Itchen 
at Sparsholt College on April 5 - 
making next Wednesday’s league 
clash at Middle Road an intrigu¬ 
ing cup final dress rehearsal. 

PSC were far too powerful for 
both Barton Peveril and Farn- 
borough this week - their pacey 
forward play proving massively 
effective, writes Mike Vimpany. 

Driven by Harry Bayles from 
midfield, cup hat-trick hero Max 
Kirwan and Pete Thatcher are 
proving too much of a handful for 
every defence they play against. 

Peter Symonds made it nine 
wins in a row when they beat BP 
5-3 - an entertaining and goal lad¬ 
en affair on Fleming Park’s excel¬ 
lent artificial surface. 

A flurry of goals - five inside 
the opening 15 minutes - lit the 
touch paper, with BP’s Lewis Wild 
soon cancelling out Bayles’ strike 
for Symonds. 

A Kirwan header and a third 
from Bayles gave PSC a 3-1 lead, 
before Matt Brewer cut the gap 
for Barton and gave everyone 
time to take breath. 

Josh Barnes got a third for BP 
before a Pete Thatcher brace, the 
second from the penalty spot, 
sent PSC surging into a final 5-3 
lead. 

Goalkeeper Nathan Jones 
pulled off a strong of fine saves to 
deny Symonds’ further goals. 

But BP had their chances, with 
Barnes heading against the bar 
before several opportunities went 
begging. 

Predictably, Peter Symonds’ 
were brimming with confidence 
for yesterday’s visit to Farnbor¬ 
ough, who beat Brockenhurst 2-1 
in last season’s Peter Munro Cup 
final. 

But for a fine finger-tip save by 
Aaron Whitmarsh (which denied 
Liam White), PSC could have 
found themselves behind early 
on. 

That was as good as it got for 
Farnborough, who have an Eng¬ 
lish Schools Under-18 Colleges 
Cup final against York to relish 
later in the season. 


Hat-trick hero Max Kirwan 

By half-time they were 4-0 down 
and well beaten, courtesy of a 
Kirwan hat-trick. 

The hard running Hampshire 
county striker headed home after 
Bayles had hit the bar and soon af¬ 
terwards joined the celebrations 
when Thatcher crossed for Jay 
Bugg to glance a delicate header 


in off the post. 

By half-time Kirwan had his 
hat-trick and Farnborough’s 
reign as cup holders had all but 
ended. 

FB enjoyed a period of pressure 
either side of half-time, with Alex 
Perry hitting the upright. 

PSC continued to dominate and 


added a fifth when Billy Brindley 
scored a gem of a goal. 

He hadn’t scored all season - 
but his lob to make it 5-0 will be 
a candidate for Symonds’ goal of 
the season. 

Perry shot through the legs of 
Whitmarsh to earn Farnborough 
a late consolation goal. 
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Altior soars in Game Spirit triumph at Newbury 


Altior 
ridden by 
Nico de 
Boinville 
clears the 
last fence 
before 
going on 
to win 



ALTIOR put in an impressive 
round of jumping when 
stretching his unbeaten record 
over fences to four in the Betfair 
Exchange Chase at Newbury. 

Nicky Henderson’s exciting 
seven-year-old disposed of 
three talented and seasoned 
campaigners in some style in the 
Grade Two contest, registered as 
the Game Spirit Chase. 

Altior defied his novice status 
as he jumped with aplomb and 
flew the last few obstacles in 


tremendous fashion in the hands 
of Nico de Boinvillee. 

None of his three rivals could 
get near enough to deliver 
a blow and there was only 
one horse in it as the 30-100 
favourite coasted home by 13 
lengths. 

Fox Norton was best of the 
remaining trio, finishing second 
in his first race for 90 days. 

Altior was cut to 1-3 from 2-5 
for the Arkle Trophy by Paddy 
Power. 


Captain Cook's 
greatest games 


Alastair Cook’s record run as 
England captain brought its ups 
and downs. 

Here, the Sports Pink recalls the 
outstanding moments of his ten¬ 
ure between 2012 and 2017. 

VICTORY IN INDIA 

Cook’s very first assignment as 
permanent captain brought per¬ 
haps the most outstanding collec¬ 
tive achievements in a generation 
of cricket travels. England went 
1-0 down in a four-match series, 
with a nine-wicket thumping in 
Ahmedabad. Yet through sheer 
force of will, and a typical welter 
of runs, the new captain led from 
the front en route to a 2-1 series 
victory - England’s first in India 
for 28 years. For Cook, it was a tri¬ 
umph of pragmatism - engineer¬ 
ing the return of the controver¬ 
sial Kevin Pietersen, who went on 
to play one of the great innings 
of the modern era in victory at 
Mumbai - as well as his own great 
individual skill, allied to that of 
two spinners at the top of their 
game in Graeme Swann and Mon¬ 
ty Panesar. 

ASHES GLORY AT HOME 

Under Cook, the urn was going 
nowhere when the Ashes were 
contested in England. Either side 
of the unravelling of the Andy 
Flower era down under, Cook’s 
team were very definitely in 
charge at home. In 2013, after an 
outstanding Test at Trent Bridge, 
they steamrollered the Austral¬ 
ians at Lord’s and then dug deep 
in Durham to seal the deal. In 
2015, in a largely unsatisfactory 
series, they prevailed too. Each 
team hammered the other in turn 
in a summer of manic cricket, but 
England ruled the telling middle 
leg in the midlands at Edgbas- 
ton and Trent Bridge - victories 



Alistair Cook 

which signalled the end of Aus- TUp PIIMC |<FPT 
tralia captain Michael Clarke’s rnMikir 
career. LUMINu 


Throughout, Cook’s run-mak¬ 
ing knack has never eluded him 
for long. Yes, he did go 35 Test in¬ 
nings without a hundred between 
May 2013 and March 2015 - but 
even then, he remained at least 
acceptably productive. Either 
side of the lull, there have been 
prolific spells, making him Eng¬ 
land’s all-time leading Test run- 
scorer, then the first to 10,000 and 
11,000 runs. He could yet become 
the world’s all-time leader, and if 
he gets there the mantle may turn 
out to be his for eternity. 

CLINGING ON ... 

Cook admitted, in the vicious 
aftermath of England’s 5-0 Ashes 
whitewash defeat under his cap¬ 
taincy in 2013/14, that there were 
“wobbles” at home to Sri Lanka 
and India the following summer. 
Yet as England searched for an¬ 
swers to their miserable winter 
down under, it was remarkable 
he even made it that far. Pietersen 
and coach Flower, for example, 
both famously did not. Cook’s de¬ 
termination almost wavered after 
defeat to Sri Lanka at Headingley 
in 2014, at a time when for once 
there were mutterings about his 
output at the top of the order too, 
but in the end he simply redou¬ 
bled his efforts. 

SURGING FORWARD 

It took another 12 innings for 
his next century - against West 
Indies at Barbados. But even as 
England’s form continued to fluc¬ 
tuate wildly, he delivered a second 
successive win in front of home 
fans in the Ashes. Cook’s Eng¬ 
land went on to beat then world 
number ones South Africa - away 
- and, as recently as the end of last 
summer, were within one Test 
win against Pakistan of going top 
of the ICC rankings. 


Did you know? 

Joe Root is the 
overwhelming favourite 
to be appointed captain of 
England’s Test side after 
Alastair Cook stepped 
down from the position. 

Here are four things you 
may not know about the 
Yorkshireman. 

1 Determination 

Root was beaten to a 
sporting award at his 
secondary school by “a girl 
in the sixth form who did 
athletics”. He admitted at 
the time he was livid to be 
overlooked, perhaps giving 
an insight into his fierce 
determination, even at 
such an early age. And you 
may have heard of the girl, 
too - Jessica Ennis-Hill. 

2 Family Roots 

Joe may be the shining 
star but he is not the only 
cricketer in the family 
with younger brother Billy 
attempting to make his 
way in the game. Left- 
handed batsman William 
Thomas, a year and 222 
days younger than right- 
handed Joseph Edward, 
has played six first-class 
matches and made his 
debut in the County 
Championship for Notts in 
2015 after impressing with 



the second XI. 

3 'Craptain' Root 

The 26-year-old was given 
an unfortunate nickname 
after his only experience 
skippering Yorkshire in 
the Championship ended 
with Middlesex chasing 
down 472 in the fourth 
innings at Lord’s in 
April 2014. “I did get the 
nickname ‘Craptain’ at the 
end of the year from the 
Yorkshire dressing room,” 
he said. 

4 Root to the top 

Sheffield-born Root came 
to prominence in 2015, 
scoring the most runs by 
an England batsman in a 
calendar year and moving 
temporarily top of the ICC 
Test rankings during the 
triumphant Ashes victory. 
Yet he was omitted from 
the BBC Sports Personality 
of the Year awards 
shortlist, a decision that 
was met with surprise by 
the cricketing community. 
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ON THIS DAY IN SPORT... 


• 1976: John Curry became the first British man to win 
the Olympic figure-skating title and the first Briton to 
win a gold medal in skating since Jeannette Altwegg in 
1952 when he triumphed in Innsbruck, Austria. 

• 1990: Mike Tyson was knocked out in the 10th round 
of a heavyweight contest by James ‘Buster’ Douglas in 
Tokyo. 

• 1998: The International Olympic Committee 
announced Canadian snowboard gold medallist Ross 
Rebagliati had tested positive for marijuana at the 
Nagano Winter Olympics in Japan. Rebagliati claimed 
he had passively inhaled the drug at a party in the 


weeks leading up to the Games and was subsequently 
reinstated after it was discovered marijuana was not on 
the IOC’s list of banned drugs. 

• 2003: Roy Keane, who had stormed out of the 
Republic of Ireland’s World Cup training camp nine 
months earlier, announced his retirement from 
international football. He did return to the Republic 
team before retiring again. 

• 2004: John Magnier and JP McManus increased 
their shareholding in Manchester United to 28.89 per 
cent. The racehorse tycoons later sold their stake to 
American Malcolm Glazer. 


• 2007: After a 5-0 Ashes defeat, England won the 
one-day international Commonwealth Bank Series 2-0 
after clinching victory over Australia in Sydney. 

• 2009: Lancashire confirmed Peter Moores as their 
new coach. 

• 2011: Roy Hodgson was appointed head coach of 
West Brom and West Ham were nominated as the 
preferred bidder to take over the 2012 Olympic Stadium 
by the Olympic Park Legacy Company. 

• 2012: Liverpool striker Luis Suarez refused to shake 
the hand of Man United full-back Patrice Evra as the pair 
faced each other for the first time since a racism storm. 


5 key topics on 
Root's 'to-do' list 



Joe Root, right, is a regular in all three cricketing formats for England. 


The ECB insist it is no done deal 
yet, but Joe Root is the strongest 
of favourites to be confirmed as 
successor to Alastair Cook as Test 
captain. 

Here, the Sports Pink identifies 
the key action areas for the new 
captain before England next play 
Test cricket in July 

MATTER OF STYLE 

Under the stewardship of Cook 
and Trevor Bayliss over the past 
18 months, England have spoken 
collectively about the brand of 
cricket needed in modern Test 
cricket. There have been appar¬ 
ently mixed messages at times 
- England’s method of trying to 
save the second Test against India 
in Vizag springs to mind - and it 
is a fair rationale to suggest that 
the sea change in approach to 
limited-overs cricket after a mis¬ 
erable campaign in the last World 
Cup has had an impact on Test 
tactics too. Some early straight 
talking among management staff 
can preclude unnecessary mud¬ 
dle later. 

FIND THE RIGHT DEPUTY 

Cook’s was Root, of course - and 
although results did not bear out 
the notion of a winning partner¬ 
ship over the past year, the im¬ 
pression has been that the two 
were working well together. Root 
needs a vice-captain who can 
complement his own qualities. 
England’s current group of sen¬ 
ior players contains several pair¬ 
ings that could conceivably work 
well. If he gets the nod, the first 
task will be to make sure he is at 
ease with his trusted right-hand 
man. 

LISTEN - A BIT 

A Test captain needs his sound¬ 
ing boards, but cannot afford a 
cluttered mind. With a head and 
assistant coach and batting and 
bowling specialists, there will be 


no shortage of advice. All are ex¬ 
pert and could just have the vital 
piece of information or advice 
at the right time. But leaders in 
many fields have prospered by 
knowing who can help most. A 
go-to pecking order does not need 
to be published anywhere, but 
if England’s new captain knows 
who tops his list from day one he 
can begin to streamline the input. 

WORK-LIFE BALANCE 

Root, for example, may be about 
to begin his captaincy era in the 
year his first child has been born 
and at a time when his is one of 
the first names on England’s team 


sheet in all three formats. The in¬ 
ternational cricket calendar is in¬ 
creasingly unforgiving, and Eng¬ 
land will be aware of the risks 
if they ask too much of any one 
person. It is a moot point whether 
Cook eventually began to wonder 
if he was spreading himself too 
thinly, but he did ponder pub¬ 
licly about how good a father he 
was being when he had to return 
to England duty in Bangladesh 
only days after the birth of his 
second daughter last autumn - be¬ 
fore spending the following two 
months with an all-consuming 
task on his hands in the public 
eye in India. 


GO EASY ON SOCIAL 

It is curious that Cook managed 
to lead England in a national- 
record 59 Tests, his permanent 
tenure stretching over more than 
four years, in times when public 
scrutiny has never been greater. 
His every tactical move and shot 
was immediately subject to the 
opinions of millions of armchair 
experts. Cook’s determination, on 
and off the pitch, is renowned and 
widely-admired - so he might per¬ 
haps have been impervious any¬ 
way. But his deaf ear to Twitter et 
al almost certainly did him a fair 
few favours along the way too. 


Big guns are 

missing 

Cheltenham 


They say a week is a long time in 
politics. The same can be said for 
racing after so many stars have 
fallen by the wayside ahead of 
next month’s Cheltenham Festival. 
Here, Keith Hamer runs the rule 
over those big guns that will not 
feature during the biggest week of 
National Hunt racing due to injury. 

FAUGHEEN (Champion 
Hurdle) 

A stress fracture finally put paid 
to any chance of Faugheen trying 
to repeat his Champion Hurdle 
success of 2015 after several 
niggly problems had kept him off 
the track since he won the Irish 
equivalent in January 2016. 

ANNIE POWER 
(Champion Hurdle) 

Last year’s Champion Hurdle 
heroine was nearing a possible 
return to action later this month 
when she suffered a leg injury 
forcing trainer Willie Mullins to 
scrap plans for the defence of her 
crown, and perhaps the rest of 
the campaign. 

MIN (Arkle Trophy) 

In the whole scheme of things a 
bruise is extremely minor, but one 
has come at the wrong time for 
Min. His proposed rematch with 
Altior, who beat him in last year’s 
Supreme Novices’ Hurdle, is now 
off the agenda. 

DON COSSACK (Gold Cup) 

Gordon Elliott had to call time 
on Don Cossack’s career last 
month after the 2016 Gold Cup 
hero sustained a recurrence of 
a tendon injury when back in 
training with a view to a bid for a 
repeat triumph. 

CONEYGREE (Gold Cup) 

Mark and Sara Bradstock 
decided not to enter Coneygree 
for this year’s Gold Cup as the 
2015 winner had not recovered 
sufficiently from the problem that 
ruled him out of the King George. 

SPRINTER SACRE 
(Champion Chase) 

The tip-top chaser was retired 
after picking up a leg injury 
in November. He suffered an 
irregular heartbeat at the end 
of 2013 that kept him on the 
sidelines for well over a year, yet 
Nicky Henderson and his team 
had worked wonders to get the 
2013 winner to win the showpiece 
again in 2016. 

VALSEUR LIDO (Ryanair/ 
Gold Cup) 

Henry de Bromhead’s charge 
made quite an impression in 
winning a Down Royal Grade One 
by 11 lengths on his seasonal 
bow, but he could miss the rest 
of the season after sustaining an 
injury on the gallops last month. 

AR MAD (Champion 
Chase/Ryanair) 

Gary More decided not to rush 
Ar Mad back into action at the 
Festival, where he had a couple 
of options, after a setback forced 
the seven-year-old to bypass next 
week’s Betfair Ascot Chase. He 
now has Aintree or Punchestown 
on his agenda. 
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Joe Root's career in numbers ^! ain 



Joe Root (left) and 
Alastair Cook 


JOE Root is the favourite to replace 
Alastair Cook as England Test captain. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at the 
numbers behind Root’s career so far. 

655 

Root’s cap number when he made his 
Test debut in 2012 in Nagpur 

5 

1,477 

Runs scored in 2016, four short of 
Michael Vaughan’s English record for 
a calendar year 

52.80 

Batting average 

254 

27 

Half-centuries 

28.95 

Percentage conversion rate of 50s 
into hundreds. 

6 

Test appearances 

Highest Test score, versus Pakistan 
in 2016. 

Number of positions he has batted in 
the order - 2,3,4,5,6 and 7. 

4,594 

11 

15 

Test runs 

Centuries. 

Wickets taken 


Was there life 
after captaincy? 



ALASTAIR Cook has stepped 
down as England captain but in¬ 
tends to carry on as an opener for 
the Test team. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
the post-captaincy England ca¬ 
reers of former national team 
skippers. 

KEVIN PIETERSEN 

His relationship with England 
was a stormy one, both as player 
and captain. He reluctantly stood 
down as skipper in January 2009 
after advising the ECB that the 
team would not progress un¬ 
der then coach Peter Moores, a 
move which the ECB felt made 
Pietersen’s position as captain 
untenable. He was dropped - and 
subsequently reintegrated - af¬ 
ter sending derogatory messages 
about Strauss to the visiting 
South African team during the 
summer of 2012 and then clashed 
with coach Andy Flower during 
the Ashes tour of 2013-14. His 
England career ended for good 
in 2015 when Strauss - in his new 
role as director of England crick¬ 
et at the ECB - said Pietersen was 
“not part of the plan” in terms of 
selection for that summer’s Ashes 
because of the “massive trust is¬ 
sue” between the two. 

NASSER HUSSAIN 

After handing over the Test 
and ODI captaincy to Michael 
Vaughan in 2003, the latter after 
a disastrous World Cup, Hussain 
carried on as a batsman until the 
following year. He toured Bangla¬ 
desh and Sri Lanka before help¬ 
ing England secure their first 
Test series win in the West Indies 
for 36 years with three-half centu¬ 
ries as they won the Wisden Tro¬ 
phy 3-0. His final England match 


Kevin Pietersen 

was in the first Test against New 
Zealand at Lord’s in 2004 where 
he scored an unbeaten 103, hitting 
the winning runs in a seven-wick¬ 
et victory. 


SIR IAN BOTHAM 

If any player has shown Cook 
the way to flourish after giving up 


the England captaincy then Both¬ 
am is the best example. Having 
resigned as England captain in 
1981, he went on to write his name 
in English sporting history as the 
home series against Australia be¬ 
came known as Botham’s Ashes. 
Botham played for England in 
both formats until 1992 but noth¬ 
ing matched his 1981 exploits. 

ALEC STEWART 

The Surrey stalwart took over 
as England captain in 1998 but 
was stood down the next year as 
an Ashes loss was followed by 
a flop at the World Cup. He con¬ 
tinued to combine middle-order 
batting with his duties as wicket¬ 
keeper and played on until 2003, 
scoring a century in his 100th 
Test in 2000. He retained his Eng¬ 
land place and became England’s 
then most-capped Test player in 
2002. He currently sits second be¬ 
hind Cook in the all-time list with 
133 caps. In his final innings for 
England at The Oval he scored 
38 against South Africa, a match 
which the home side won. 

ANDREW FLINTOFF 

Flintoff, a hero of the 2005 
Ashes-winning side, had a mixed 
spell as skipper. He gained plau¬ 
dits for his leadership of an in¬ 
experienced England line-up in a 
drawn series in India in early 2006 
but was then in charge for the 5-0 
Ashes whitewash in 2006-07. He 
was vice-captain at the 2007 World 
Cup following Michael Vaughan’s 
return from injury but his most 
memorable moment in that tour¬ 
nament was a drunken pedalo 
ride in the Caribbean. He helped 
England regain the Ashes in his 
what was his swansong England 
series in 2009. 


ALASTAIR Cook has 
stepped down as England 
Test captain after four 
years in the role. Here, the 
Sports Pink looks at the 
numbers behind his reign 
as skipper*: 

59 

Cook led England for 59 
Test matches, overhauling 
the previous record set 
by Michael Atherton (54) 
in the opener to the India 
series in Rajkot. 

24 

Tests won by Cook. Only 
Michael Vaughan has more 
victories with 26. Cook 
presided over a record 22 
defeats - one more than 
Atherton - and 13 draws. 

8 


number of series won, 
with four defeats and 
five draws. However, in 
England’s last 12 series 
that record is four wins, 
four draws and four 
defeats. 



Alastair Cook 


4,844 

The number of runs 
Cook amassed while at the 
helm. 

46.57 

Cook’s batting average, 
marginally better than 
his overall career mark of 
46.45 from his 140 Tests. 

12 

Number of centuries 
Cook registered in 111 
innings. He also made 24 
half-centuries. 

263 

Highest score as captain, 
made against Pakistan in 
Abu Dhabi in the United 
Arab Emirates, an innings 
which ensured he had 
made a century in every 
country he had played in. 

2-1 

His first series in 
permanent charge of 
England ended with a 
famous series victory in 
India. Cook’s 562 runs at 
80.28 were the cornerstone 
of the win. 

* Figures include 
the 2009/10 series in 
Bangladesh, where Cook 
took charge of England 
for two Tests in Andrew 
Strauss’ absence. 
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Call: 01202 877345 or 
EMAIL: sales@ferndown-com.co.uk 



Orangeries from £17,500 
Conservatories from £9,000 



*Terms and Conditions Apply. 

See our website for further details 


The van that gives you MORE* 


From just 


£199 


per month 
(ex VAT)* 


www.ferndowncommercials.co.uk 

*Terms and Conditions - Finance is restricted to business users only subject to acceptance and affordability 
checks. Available until 31st March 2017. Example shown is a basic finance lease plan, VAT is due with each 
rental payment and you will not own the vehicle at the end of the agreement. £175 (+ VAT) documentation 
fee applies. Promotion is based on £15,000 RRP with a cash deposit or trade in of £2,500. A balloon 
payment of £2,500 will be collected with the final rental. Warranty based on mileage 125,000 over 5 years 
return conditions apply. All figures quotes exclude VAT and are correct at the time of printing but are 
subject to change prior to signing. Admin fees apply see agreement terms and conditions for further details. 
Alternative finance products available, term and conditions apply. BNP Paribas leasing solutions ltd reserves 
the right to terminate, amend, or extend the terms of this offer at any time without prior notice. Finance is 
provided by BNP paribas leasing solutions. Northern Cross, Basingstoke, RG21 4HL. Registered in England 
no: 401225 authorised and regulated by the financial conduct authority. 


Any 5 Windows from £ 1,990 
WINDOW OFFERS 


WINTER OFFERS 





Newmarket 

Holidays 


BRITISH 

TRAVEL 

AWARDS 

2016 

BEST LARGE 
ESCORTED TOURS 
HOLIDAY COMPANY 


Convenient 
local coach 
pick-up 
points! 


call 0330 160 7751 


visit newmarketholidays.co.uk/ncs 


Steam in the Cotswolds Afternoon Tea at Chatsworth 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. A DTA 

ABTAV787X. Subject to availability. Single supplements apply. Standard wrtD I r\ 

phone charges. Travel with confidence 


England's loveliest countryside 
3 days from £199.00,9 June & 29 September 2017 

Combine the romance and nostalgia of the Golden Age of Steam as you journey 
on the Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway, with a tour of the gently rolling 
hills and honey-coloured stone villages of the Cotswolds on this great value 
weekend break. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• Journey on the Gloucestershire 
Warwickshire Railway from 
Toddington to Cheltenham 

• Visits to Bourton-on-the-Water and 
Chipping Campden 

• Scenic drive through the Cotswolds 


Two nights half-board hotel 
accommodation in the West 
Midlands area 

Coach travel from the local area 
Escorted by a friendly tour manager 


A Real Treat of a Break 

2 days from £149.00,23 April & 17 September 2017 

Visit magnificent Chatsworth House and enjoy a traditional afternoon tea in a 
beautiful room in the famous stable courtyard, on this special overnight break. 
You’ll also enjoy the spectacular scenery of the Peak District National Park with 
its picturesque towns and villages. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• Entrance to Chatsworth and a 
traditional afternoon tea 

• A visit to Bakewell 

• A short tour of the beautiful Peak 
District 

• One night’s half board 


accommodation at a hotel within an 
hour’s drive of Chatsworth 
Coach travel from the local area 
Escorted by a friendly tour manager 


Daily Echo 


Reader Offers 

Quality holidays & breaks 
at affordable prices 
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WINTER 


Pont 


MUST END SOON !!! 

MASSIVE SAVINGS ON ALL BEDS, MATTRESSES SOFAS & CHAIRS 


FURNISHINGS; 


FREE HEADBOARD 


EXCLUDES EXISTING OFFERS 


4'G’ £109*00 

3 ’ £ 1 30.00 


4’6” ONLY£299.00 


COOLMEMORY 
FOAM WITH 1500 
POCKET SPRINGS 
l DRAWER SET 

NOW 4.6FT £599.00 
N0W5FT £679,00 


ALL BED SIZES 
AVAILABLE 
WOOD FRAMES 
METAL FRAMES 
BUNK BEDS 
ADJUSTABLE BEDS 
ACCESSORIES 


4 6 OTTOMAN SET .£579.00 
5’ OTTOMAN SET £659.00 

fj ■ mai-i -w.ij ;ui jEBinmTi.1 


4*6” WAS £429,00 
NOW £385.00 


ME HEADBOARD 


CELEBRATION 1800 

piiorat 

HIGH LDIISEI 
TOHSl'PEESOFrSTRETCH 
FABMCPOKOffllOP 

ramiim cover WAS £799 NOW £629.00 




COUNTRY 


CAMDEN 

CAMDEN 3 SEATER SETTEE 
WAS £929 NOW £839 


BALMORAL 

BALMORAL 2 SEATER SETTEE 
WAS £629 NOW £569 


FINLEY 2 SEATTER SETTEE 
WAS £629 NOW £566 


COUNTRY 3 SEATER SETTEE 
WAS £689 NOW £619 


RE UPHOLSTERY 
SPECIALISTS 

BRING YOUR OLD FURNITURE BACK TO LIFE 


VISIT US 

33-35 VICTORIA ROAD 
WOOL5TON 

SOUTHAMPTON S0199DY 
TEL:02380 440303 

* SUBWAY) 

MON-SAT 9-5 

sales@pontfumishings.co.uk 
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SPORTS PINK 







RESULTS 


SATURDAY’S FOOTBALL RESULTS AND TABLES 



Premier League 


Arsenal. 

.2 

Hull 

O 

Sanchez 34,90 pen 
HT 1-0 

Liverpool. 

.L 

Att 59,962 

Tottenham Hotspur...L 

HTL-L 

Man Utd. 

.2 

Watford... 

.0 

Mata 32 

Martial 60 

HT 1-0 

Middlesbro. 

.0 

Everton... 

Att 75,301 

.0 

HT 0-0 

Stoke. 

.1 

Crystal P 

Att 31,496 

.0 

Allen 67 

HT 0-0 

Sunderlnd. 

.0 

SAINTS... 

Att 27,007 

.4 

HT 0-2 

West Ham. 

.2 

W.B.A. 

Gabbiadini 30,45 
Denayer 89 og 
Long 90 
Att 39,931 

.2 

Feghouli 63 

Lanzini 86 



Chadli 6 
McAuley 90 


p w 

Chelsea 24 11 
Tottenham 24 10 
Arsenal 25 9 
Man City 24 7 
Man Utd 25 6 
Liverpool 24 7 
Everton 25 7 
W.B.A. 25 7 
Stoke 25 5 
West Ham 25 5 
SAINTS 25 5 
Watford 25 5 
Burnley 24 9 
Bournemth 24 5 
Middlesbro 25 3 


Swansea 24 3 2 


D L F A 
0 1 33 7 

2 0 26 5 

2 2 26 13 
4 1 23 13 
6 1 19 9 

3 1 29 11 

4 1 25 10 

2 3 22 14 

5 3 16 15 

3 5 14 22 
3 4 14 14 
3 4 17 18 

3 21 11 

4 21 19 

6 11 14 
4 16 16 

7 16 28 


Att 56,983 

AWAY 

D L F A Pt 

2 2 18 10 59 

6 2 20 11 50 

3 3 28 15 50 

0 4 26 16 49 

3 2 19 12 48 

4 3 23 19 46 

4 5 15 17 41 

5 5 12 17 37 

3 6 14 21 32 

2 6 20 21 32 

3 7 14 17 30 

3 7 12 24 30 

1 10 5 24 29 

2 8 14 28 26 

6 5 8 13 22 

3 9 8 25 21 

1 8 13 26 21 


5 16 21 
9 13 20 
7 14 24 


2 10 6 28 20 

3 7 19 26 19 

1 9 10 22 19 


SkyBet Championship 


A. Villa.0 Ipswich.. 


HT 0-0 

Brighton. 

Hemed 12,57 pen 
Baldock 47 
Murray 83 
HT 1-0 

Derby Cty. 

Bent 57,81 pen 
I nee 76 
HT 0-3 

Fulham. 

Ayite 25 
Odoi 71 
Kebano 90 
HT 1-2 

Leeds Utd. 


HT 0-0 

Norwich. 

Howson 10 
J Murphy 16 
Hoolahan 18 
Pritchard 61,89 
HT 3-0 

Preston North End... 

McGeady 18,75 
Robinson 52 
Horgan 77 
HT 1-1 


HT 0-2 

Reading. 

HT 0-0 

Rotherham... 

Taylor 47 
HT 0-0 

Wolves. 

HTL-L 


P W I 

Brighton 30 12 

Newcastle 29 10 


10 1 3 24 


A Pt 
17 64 
8 62 


Huddersfld 30 11 
Reading 31 10 
Leeds Utd 31 10 
Sheff Wed 30 10 


2 24 13 

2 23 11 
4 21 11 

3 21 11 


i 20 58 
28 57 
21 54 
17 52 


Norwich 

31 

11 

1 

3 

34 

13 

4 

4 

8 

21 

30 

50 

Derby Cty 

30 

7 

5 

3 

18 

10 

6 

3 

6 

15 

15 

47 

Fulham 

30 

6 

5 

4 

28 

20 

6 

5 

4 

21 

15 

46 

Barnsley 

31 

6 

5 

5 

27 

26 

7 

2 

6 

21 

18 

46 

Preston 

31 

7 

4 

5 

25 

19 

5 

5 

5 

17 

20 

45 

Birminghm 

31 

7 

4 

5 

20 

19 

3 

6 

6 

12 

23 

40 

Ipswich 

31 

6 

6 

4 

21 

19 

4 

3 

8 

11 

20 

39 

Cardiff 

31 

7 

2 

7 

17 

19 

4 

4 

7 

19 

25 

39 

Brentford 

30 

6 

5 

4 

25 

16 

4 

2 

9 

17 

26 

37 

A. Villa 

30 

6 

7 

1 

21 

13 

2 

5 

9 

8 

20 

36 

Nottm For 

31 

8 

3 

4 

26 

20 

2 

3 

11 

17 

33 

36 

Wolves 

29 

4 

3 

6 

18 

22 

5 

5 

6 

20 

18 

35 

Q.P.R. 

31 

4 

4 

8 

15 

24 

5 

3 

7 

15 

20 

34 

Bristol C 

30 

7 

2 

6 

20 

18 

2 

3 

10 

21 

26 

32 

Burton Albion31 

6 

2 

7 

15 

15 

2 

5 

9 

16 

30 

31 

Blackburn 

30 

5 

5 

6 

22 

24 

2 

3 

9 

13 

23 

29 

Wigan 

30 

3 

4 

8 

12 

18 

3 

4 

8 

16 

20 

26 

Rotherham 

31 

4 

4 

7 

18 

22 

0 

1 

15 

10 

43 

17 


SkyBet League One 


AFC Wimbledon... 

Elliott 90 
HT 0-1 


POOLS 


Bolton.4 

Madine 15 
O’Connor 26 og 
Trotter 30 
Long 87 
HT 3-1 

Bristol R.1 

Lines 15 
HT 1-1 

Bury.1 

Vaughan 37 pen 
HT 1-0 

Fleetwood Town.0 

HT 0-0 

Gillingham.1 

Parker 90 
HT 0-0 

Millwall.1 

Onyedinma 62 
HT 0-0 

Northmptn.3 

O’Toole 12,42 
Richards 48 
HT 2-0 

Oldham.3 

Foley 8 og 
Clarke 66 
McLaughlin 70 
HT 1-1 

Oxford Utd.1 

Hemmings 88 
HT 0-0 

Peterboro.0 

HT 0-0 

Scunthorpe.0 


Att 13,610 

Bradford.1 

Law 26 
Att 9,043 

Swindon.0 

Att 2,713 

Rochdale.0 

Att 3,186 

Port Vale.1 

Streete 49 
Att 4,942 

Southend.0 

Att 10,323 


Att 5,824 

Coventry.2 

Tudgay 9 


Shrewsbry... 


.1 

Huws 83 
Att 30,796 


Att 29,454 

...3 Bristol C.3 

Taylor 14 
Abraham 27,38 
Att 28,043 

...3 Wigan.2 

Malone 32 og 
Jacobs 45 

Att 15,552 

...0 Cardiff.2 

Morrison 53 
Zohore 71 
Att 31,516 

...5 Nottm For.1 

McCormack 75 


Att 10,130 

Huddersfld.2 

Brown 26 
Wells 37 
Att 14,044 

Barnsley.0 

Att 16,222 

Blackburn.1 

Kelly 86 og 
Att 9,438 

Newcastle.L 



P W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pt 

Sheff Utd 

31 

11 

2 

3 

27 

12 

8 

4 

3 

31 

22 

63 

Scunthorpe 

30 

9 

5 

1 

33 

13 

8 

2 

5 

24 

19 

58 

Bolton 

29 10 

3 

3 

27 

13 

6 

3 

4 

14 

10 

54 

Fleetwood T 31 

9 

6 

1 

26 

14 

5 

4 

6 

18 

17 

52 

Bradford 

31 

6 10 

0 

24 

12 

6 

5 

4 

15 

15 

51 

Millwall 

30 

8 

4 

.3. 

.23 

.1.2. . 

_ _ _5_ 

4. 

.6. 

22 

.28 

.47 

Rochdale 

29 10 

2 

3 

28 

13 

4 

3 

7 

13 

23 

47 

Southend 

30 

8 

5 

3 

28 

19 

4 

5 

5 

15 

18 

46 

Peterboro 

30 

5 

5 

5 

24 

20 

7 

3 

5 

19 

18 

44 

Bristol R 

31 

9 

4 

3 

31 

20 

3 

4 

8 

18 

31 

44 

Oxford Utd 

29 

7 

4 

3 

17 

11 

5 

3 

7 

20 

20 

43 

Walsall 

31 

7 

4 

4 

26 

22 

3 

8 

5 

13 

21 

42 

Charlton 

29 

5 

6 

3 

19 

11 

4 

8 

3 

18 

18 

41 

M K Dons 

30 

4 

5 

7 

21 

27 

6 

3 

5 

19 

12 

38 

Wimbledon 

29 

5 

5 

4 

27 

19 

4 

6 

5 

12 

19 

38 

Northmptn 

31 

6 

2 

7 

26 

21 

4 

4 

8 

20 

30 

36 

Shrewsbry 

31 

6 

3 

6 

16 

17 

3 

5 

8 

15 

25 

35 

Gillingham 

30 

5 

6 

3 

18 

14 

3 

4 

9 

20 

33 

34 

Port Vale 

29 

7 

4 

4 

23 

20 

1 

5 

8 

9 

26 

33 

Oldham 

31 

4 

5 

6 

11 

15 

3 

5 

8 

9 

18 

31 

Bury 

31 

6 

1 

8 

27 

27 

2 

5 

9 

21 

33 

30 

Swindon 

31 

5 

3 

7 

15 

15 

2 

5 

9 

13 

30 

29 

Chesterfld 

30 

6 

3 

6 

18 

20 

1 

2 

12 

11 

29 

26 

Coventry 

30 

3 

6 

5 

13 

14 

1 

3 

12 

12 

33 

21 

I SkyBet League Two 1 




HOME 



AWAY 




P W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pt 

Doncaster 

30 11 

4 

0 

30 

13 

8 

2 

5 

29 

22 

63 

Plymouth 

29 

9 

3 

3 

28 

19 

10 

0 

4 

20 

11 

60 

Carlisle 

30 

8 

5 

2 

28 

.21 

5 

8 

2 

24 

22 

52 

Luton 

30 

7 

4 

4 

25 

18 

6 

6 

3 

19 

11 

49 

Exeter 

30 

5 

2 

7 

20 

15 

10 

1 

5 

28 

17 

48 

POMPEY 

29 

8 

2 

4 

27 

12 

6 

4 

5 

15 

16 

48 

Mansfield 

.30. 

.7 

.5. 

4 

21. 

.1.0. . 

_ _ .5. 

.5. 

.4 

16 

.20. 

.46 

Wycombe 

29 

9 

3 

2 

20 

10 

4 

4 

7 

17 

25 

46 

Colchester 

29 

8 

2 

3 

27 

17 

4 

6 

6 

17 

19 

44 

Stevenage 

30 

6 

1 

8 

29 

26 

7 

2 

6 

18 

21 

42 

Blackpool 

29 

5 

6 

3 

23 

14 

5 

5 

5 

20 

15 

41 

Barnet 

30 

4 

6 

5 

16 

20 

6 

5 

4 

23 

22 

41 

Grimsby 

30 

5 

4 

6 

18 

19 

6 

3 

6 

18 

20 

40 

Cambridge 

29 

5 

3 

7 

18 

19 

6 

3 

5 

18 

15 

39 

Morecambe 

28 

5 

1 

8 

17 

25 

6 

4 

4 

19 

19 

38 

Yeovil 

30 

7 

4 

5 

19 

15 

2 

6 

6 

13 

22 

37 

Crawley 

29 

7 

3 

3 

18 

13 

3 

3 

10 

16 

31 

36 

Crewe 

30 

4 

6 

5 

19 

16 

3 

5 

7 

12 

27 

32 

Hartlepool 

30 

4 

6 

5 

17 

20 

3 

4 

8 

20 

32 

31 

Cheltnham 

30 

3 

6 

7 

18 

22 

3 

5 

6 

15 

22 

29 

Acc Stanley 28 

4 

5 

5 

18 

19 

3 

3 

8 

8 

18 

29 

Notts Cnty 

30 

3 

5 

8 

15 

23 

5 

0 

9 

17 

31 

29 


Leyton O 30 
Newport Co 29 

Carlisle. 


HT 0-1 

Colchester.2 

Guthrie 18 
Dickenson 42 
HT 2-0 

Crewe.5 

Cooper 2,25 
Dagnall 16,29 
Cooke 87 
HT 4-0 

Luton.2 

Hylton 70,76 
HT 0-0 

Mansfield.4 

Whiteman 19,76, Rose 26 
MacDonald 71 
HT 2-0 

Morecambe.2 

Ellison 50,55 
HT 0-0 

Notts Cnty.2 

Stead 24 
Duffy 33 
HT 2-0 

Plymouth.3 

Kennedy 14, Taylor 45 
Jervis 90 pen 
HT 2-0 


Crawley. 

Hartlepool.. 


Cambridge.. 


POMPEY.2 

Clarke 2 
Naismith 90 
HT 1-0 

Stevenage.3 

Schumacher 25 
Godden 45 pen 
Pett 49 
HT 2-0 

Yeovil.1 

Zoko 45 
HT 1-0 


Acc Stanley... 


Wycombe.. 


Leyton O.. 


Scottish Cup Fifth Round 


Ayr Utd.1 

Cairney 70 
HT 0-0 

Celtic.6 

Lustig 20 

Dembele 45,50,59 
Tierney 86 
Brown 90 
HT 2-0 

Dunfrmline.1 

McMullan 30 
HT 1-0 

East Fife.2 

Duggan 54 pen,90 pen 
HT 0-1 

Ross Cnty.0 

HT 0-0 

St Johnstn.0 

HT 0-1 


Ladbrokes Scottish Prem 


...1 Kilmarnock.1 


P W I 

Celtic 24 12 i 
Aberdeen 23 7 : 
Rangers 24 7 ■ 
Hearts 24 7 : 
St Johnstn 24 4 : 
Kilmarnock 24 3 ■ 


Dundee 24 4 
Motherwell 23 3 
Ross Cnty 24 3 
Partick 24 2 
Hamilton 24 3 


. _ 4 _ 1.2 .14. . 

4 15 14 
7 16 23 

5 15 22 

6 12 17 
4 15 16 


W D L F A Pt 

11 1 0 33 12 70 

6 1 5 19 14 43 

5 3 4 15 19 43 

3 4 5 18 22 37 

5 4 3 13 11 34 

2 6 5 9 25 25 


8 9 20 24 

4 11 16 24 

5 12 20 24 
5 12 15 23 
5 10 19 21 


Inverness CT 24 2 6 4 18 20 


8 10 25 ' 


Ladbrokes Scottish Ch’ship 


Falkirk.3 Dundee Utd... 

Baird 5, Muirhead 53 pen 
Craigen 60 
HT 1-0 


HOME 

P W D 
Hibernian 23 6 4 


F A 
22 7 


W D L F A Pt 
8 3 1 16 5 49 


Dundee Utd 24 8 3 0 21 9 

Falkirk 24 7 3 3 24 15 

Morton _ _ _ 2.3. .7. _4_ _ 0.16 _ .7. _ 
Queen Sth 24 4 3 5 18 19 

Dunfrmline 23 3 5 3 16 18 

Dumbarton 24 3 5 5 10 15 

Raith__2_3_ .4. _3_ _ 5.12 .1.6. _ 

Ayr Utd 23 2 3 


9 19 


5 13 15 43 

3 14 11 40 

5 .18.17.40 

4 15 15 31 

6 12 15 26 
6 18 21 25 

5 10.15 25 
4 12 17 21 


St Mirren 23 


4 7 7" 


4 6 15 24 14 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 1 


HT 0-0 

Peterhead. 

McAllister 37 
HT 1-0 

Stenhsmuir... 


Odelusi 83 
Delfouneso 86 
Att 6,170 

Barnet.1 

Akinde 86 

Att 3,606 

Grimsby.0 


HOME 

P W D L F A 
Livingston 23 7 1 3 25 11 


Airdrieonians 23 

Alloa 23 

Queen Park _2_3_ 
Brechin 22 

East Fife 22 

Albion R 22 

Peterhead. .24. _ 
Stranraer 24 


5 19 22 

4 18 15 

5 12 15 
5 12 14 

4 16 12 

5 12 13 

_ 6.18 .21. _ 
' 6~ 16 jV ' 


Stenhsmuir 24 3 3 7 16 1 


4 1 6 17 20 25 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 2 


Annan Athletic.1 

Weatherson 15 
HT 1-0 

Forfar.1 

Peters 7 
HT 1-0 

Montrose.1 

Smith 26 

HT 1-0 

Stirling A.2 

Trial ist 86 
Dickson 88 
HT 0-2 


HOME 

P W D L F A 
24 7 3 2 29 18 


W D L F A Pt 
9 2 1 22 13 53 


Arbroath 24 

Elgin 22 

Annan Ath . .24. _ 


Montrose 23 3 
Clyde 21 5 
Berwick 23 3 
Stirling A 23 3 
Edinburgh 23 2 
Cowdenbth 21 3 


4 3 21 12 

1 4 26 15 

1 4 23 .1.6. _ 

5 5 14 23 

2 3 19 16 

3 4 17 17 

5 4 16 18 
3 7 11 16 
1 6 10 14 


1 22 13 44 
4 25 13 38 
6.17.26 34 
4 13 15 30 
6 11 19 26 
6 13 24 25 
6 18 27 23 
4 9 13 22 

6 15 23 19 


Clyde.1 

Gormley 55 
Att 1,554 

Inverness CT.0 


Hamilton.1 

Redmond 74 
Att 2,945 

St Mirren.3 

Smith 33 
Morgan 70,84 

Aberdeen.1 

Logan 87 

Att 4,671 

Partick.1 

Barton 7 

Att 2,884 


Vanarama National League 


HT 2-0 

Braintree Town... 

Hall-Johnson 78 
HT 0-0 

Chester FC. 

Hudson 32 


HT 1-1 

Dover. 

Healy 65 
HT 0-0 

Forest Grn... 

Doidge 83 


Barrow.2 

Tuton 73 
Hannah 90 
Att 1,858 

N Ferriby.0 

Att 410 

Gateshead.2 

Johnson 36 
Burrow 63 
Att 2,095 

Wrexham.1 

White 81 
Att 1,057 

Boreham W.0 


HT 0-0 

Guiseley. 

Lawlor 90 
HT 0-1 

Lincoln City. 

Rhead 9,60 
Thomas 51 og 

HT 1-1 

Solihull Moors... 

Charles-Cook 2,45 
Afolayan 70 
HT 2-0 

Southport. 

Allen 24 pen 


HT 1-3 

Torquay. 

McGinty 50 
HT 0-1 

Tranmere.. 

Cook 8,15 
HT 2-0 

York. 


Att 1,575 

...1 EASTLEIGH.1 

Constable 45 

...3 Woking.2 

Saraiva 75 pen 
Att 5,553 

...3 Sutton Utd.0 


Att 671 

Dagenham.4 

Maguire-Drew 34 
Cundy 37 og 
Okenabirhie 42 
Whitely 77 pen 
Att 845 

Macclesfld.1 

James 35 
Att 1,400 

Bromley.2 

Hanlan 64 
Holland 87 
Att 4,425 

1 Maidstone Utd.1 


p w I 

Lincoln City 30 11 


Brechin.P Airdrieonians.P 

Postponed - due to a waterlogged pitch. 

Livingston.0 Stranraer.0 


Dagenham 31 8 
Att 5,027 Forest Grn 31 7 

Tranmere 30 10 

Dover_.3.1. .9. 

Aldershot 32 10 
Barrow 30 9 
Gateshead 32 6 
Macclesfld 29 7 
Wrexham 33 10 
Bromley 31 8 
Chester FC 32 8 
EASTLEIGH 30 6 
Boreham W 31 6 
Solihull Ms 31 7 
Sutton Utd 29 9 
Torquay 32 7 
Braintree Tn 30 4 
Woking 31 5 
Maidstone U 32 4 


3 4 24 19 
8 1 30 18 

2 3 21 12 
3.4 . 36 .24.. 

3 3 25 11 

4 2 28 11 
8 2 29 14 

1 6 21 15 

4 3 21 14 

2 6 21 25 

3 5 30 19 

4 4 21 16 

4 5 12 9 

2 7 27 25 

3 3 21 15 

4 5 24 18 

3 8 16 23 

4 6 23 23 
3 9 17 32 


1 4 32 

1 4 33 

4 4 22 

.2.6.26 
6 6 16 
7 4 21 

2 7 23 

4 4 21 

6 8 13 

4 6 20 

7 6 19 

8 4 22 

5 6 19 

5 6 16 

3 10 10 

3 11 12 

4 6 17 

2 11 20 
3 9 17 


Att 2,816 

A Pt 

18 64 
15 61 
18 60 

14 57 
.23 .53 

20 51 

21 50 

20 49 

15 47 

26 46 

19 45 
24 43 

21 42 

20 42 

21 40 
24 36 

27 34 
26 34 


27 : 


Att 677 

Albion R.1 

R Stewart 56 
Att 423 

Queen Park.2 

Zanatta 32 
Brady 90 
Att 423 


Southport 32 5 

Guiseley 31 6 

York 31 4 


4 7 26 34 

5 4 25 20 
7 5 18 17 


11 12 36 30 

12 11 30 29 
9 10 31 27 


W D L F A Pt 
8 1 3 26 15 47 


1 4 21 19 36 

4 2 26 17 35 

2 4 12 16 34 

0 5 14 13 32 

4 3 13 12 31 

4 4 16 17 29 

. 2 . 5 . 12.17 29 

3 7 13 18 25 


Edinburgh City.0 

Att 379 

Elgin.1 

Cameron 65 
Att 551 

Arbroath.3 

Smyth 54 
McCord 70 
Kader 90 
Att 1,002 

Berwick.2 

Hamilton 6 
Murrell 34 
Att 515 


N Ferriby 32 4 2 9 

8 20 

4 1 12 10 28 27 

1 Vanarama National Lge Sth 1 

Bath City. 

Anderesson 33 pen, Murphy 80 
Watkins 85,90 

HT 1-0 

..4 

Truro City.0 

Chelmsford. 

Buchanan 13 

HT 1-0 

..1 

St Albans.1 

Theophanous 85 

Concord Rgs. 

Stokes 7, Della Verde 31 

King 80 

HT 2-1 

..3 

Eastbourne Borough 1 

Romain 35 

Gosport Borough. 

HT 0-1 

..0 

Dartford.4 

Pugh 7, Wanadio 61 
Wood 66, Dembele 83 

Hampton & Richmond.. 

Culley 22 

HT 1-0 

..1 

Margate.0 

H Hempstead. 

Sheringham 31, Robinson 57 
HT 1-0 

..2 

Maidenhead Utd.1 

Tarpey 89 

Hungerford Town. 

Bentley 29, Williams 70 

HT 1-0 

..2 

B Stortfrd.0 

Att 218 

Poole Town. 

..2 

Weston-S-Mare.0 


HT 0-0 

Wealdstone.1 

Walker 4 
HT 1-0 

Welling U.2 

Coombes 66, Walker 87 
HT 0-0 

Whitehawk.0 

HT 0-1 


Att 503 

Oxford C.1 

Anderson 50 
Att 511 

East Thurrock.0 


Ebbsfleet United.3 

Kedwell 34,90, Shields 70 
Att 349 


M H CM H 


i- CM CO Tf 


O -i- CM CO 


NON LEAGUE 
FOOTBALL 

Saturday, 11 February, 2017 
VANARAMA LEAGUE SOUTH 
Bath City 4 Truro City 0 
Chelmsford City 1 St Albans City 1 
Concord Rangers 3 Eastbourne Borough 1 
Gosport Borough 0 Dartford 4 
Hampton & Richmond 1 Margate 0 
Hemel Hempsted 2 Maidenhead United 1 
Hungerford Town 2 Bishop's Stortford 0 
Poole Town 2 Weston-s-Mare 0 
Wealdstone 1 Oxford City 1 
Welling United 2 East Thurrock United 0 
Whitehawk 0 Ebbsfleet United 3 
EV0-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division 

Biggleswade Town 2 Banbury Utd 1 
Cambridge City 3 Slough Town 4 
Chippenham Town 1 Kettering Town 0 
Cirencester Town 1 King's Lynn 1 
Dunstable Town pp Stratford Town 
Frame Town 2 St ives Town 2 
Hayes & Yeading Utd 2 Redditch Utd 1 
Kings Langley 0 Cinderford Town 1 
Leamington 5 Dorchester Town 0 
Merthyr Town 1 Chesham United 0 
St Neots Town 2 Basingstoke Town 1 
Weymouth 0 Hitchin Town 2 
Division One South & West 
AFC Totton 1 Tiverton Town 3 
Bideford 2 Yate Town 0 
Bishops Cleeve pp Paulton Rovers 
Bridgwater Town 1 Shortwood United 2 
Evesham Utd A-A Swindon Supermarine 
Hereford 2 Wimborne Town 2 
Mangotsfield Utd 1 Larkhall Athletic 1 
North Leigh 2 Winchester City 0 
Salisbury 3 Slimbridge 0 
Taunton Town 3 Didcot Town 0 
Wantage 2 Barnstaple 1 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Alresford Town 2 AFC Portchester 1 
Bashley 0 Moneyfields 1 
Blackfield & Langley 4 Amesbury Town 1 
Brockenhurst 0 Portland United 3 
Fareham Town 3 Bemerton HH 0 
Fawley 1 Lymington Town 3 
Hamworthy United 7 Cowes Sports 1 
Horndean 1 Andover Town 1 
Newport 1 Bournemouth 1 
Sholing 3 Verwood Town 1 
Whitchurch United 2 Team Solent 2 
Division 1 

Alton 3 Christchurch 1 
Andover New Street 1 Ringwood Town 2 
Downton 0 AFC Stoneham 2 
Folland Sports 6 Fleet Spurs 3 
Hamble Club 2 Weymouth Res 0 
New Milton Town 5 Hythe & Dibden 0 
Shaftesbury 4 Baffins Milton Rovers 3 
Tadley Calleva 1 Romsey Town 0 
Totton & Eling 1 Laverstock & Ford 2 
US Portsmouth 5 East Cowes Vies 1 
PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

Hampshire Intermediate Cup, quarter-finals 
Bournemouth Electric 4 Bush Hill 3 
West Wight 1 Locks Heath 4. 

Premier Division 

Liphook United 3 Overton United 2 
Liss Athletic pp Fleetlands 
Paulsgrove 2 Colden Common 1 
QK Southampton 1 Clanfield 4 
Winchester Castle 2 Hayling United 3 
Division 1 

AFC Petersfield 2 Netley Central 3 
Lyndhurst 3 Michelmersh & Timsbury 0 
South Wonston Swifts 0 Upham 1 
Sway 1 Four Marks 0 
Combination 

Fleetlands 5 Winchester Castle 1 
Four Marks 3 Hedge End Rangers 1 
Headley United 0 Bush Hill 4 
Michelmersh & Timsbury 1 Paulsgrove 3 
Overton 1 QK Southampton 4 

DREW SMITH GROUP SOUTHAMPTON LEAGUE 
Hampshire Intermediate Cup, quarter-final 
Chamberlayne AFC 1 Whitecroft & Barton 5 
LEAGUE SUPPLEMENTARY TROPHY Group 
Matches: 

(3) Warsash Wasps LL Park Sports 

(4) West Totton 1 Knightwood Utd 3 

(5) AFC Gulf Western 4 AFC BotleyO 
(6) Bishops Waltham Dyn 6 Compton 1 

(7) Priory Rovers 3 BTC Soton Res 2 
Premier Division 

BTC Soton 3 Hedge End Town 0 
Comrades 4 Soton University 1 
Nursling 7 Durley 3 
Senior 1 

Alderbury 6 Comrades Res 0 
Montefiore Halls 1 Athletico Romsey 3 
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